
DOI: 10.4018/IJSESD.2022010106

International Journal of Social Ecology and Sustainable Development
Volume 13 • Issue 1 


Copyright©2022,IGIGlobal.CopyingordistributinginprintorelectronicformswithoutwrittenpermissionofIGIGlobalisprohibited.



*Corresponding Author

1

Poverty, Development Project, 
and Methodology:
Need to Change the Approach
Masood Ahmed, Jazan University, Saudi Arabia*

 https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3012-9895

ABSTRACT

Theinstitutesworkingtoeradicateglobalpovertybysupportingdevelopmentprojectsshouldquestion
theirmethodologicalapproach.Globalpovertyfiguresareworrisome,andinternationalinstitutesare
strugglingtoarrangefundsfortheiractivities.Itistimetoreevaluatetheterm“sustainablegrowth,”
andmorefocusshouldbegivento“comparablegrowth.”Underit,projectoutcomesaremeasured
againsttheprovincialvalues,thenafterbestnationalfigures,andlastlywithinternationalbest.The
approach is to findmeasurable standards to establish the existinggapbetween thebestbenefits
andprojectoutcomes.Sustainableandpovertyeradicatinggrowthisonlypossibleifoutcomesare
competitivelocally,regionally,nationally,andatinternationallevel.ThepaperstudiesChhattisgarh
IrrigationDevelopmentProject(CIDP)andevaluatesitsresultsformethodologicalimprovement.The
emphasisistodeviseapracticalapproachandfocusoncomparablegrowthandaddressshortcomings
ofdevelopmentprojectsingeneral.
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1. INTRoDUCTIoN

ChhattisgarhstateinIndiacanbelabelledasaprosperousstateintermsofnaturalresourcesbut
inhibited by poor people. Nature has bestowed numerous mineral resources along with fertile
agriculturalfields,aforestthatcovers45.95%inageographicalareaandafairshareofrainfall.In
Chhattisgarh,85%ofthetotalbasinareacoveredbytheRiversMahanadiandGodavari.Population
distributionrecordshows49.45%ofcultivatorsand22%agriculturelabourers.Outof8.3million
strongworkforces,71%(5.9million)dependsonagriculture1anditsrelatedactivitiesforsurvival,
andtheircontributionunderprimarysectoris30.5%inGrossstate’sNetDomesticProduct(2011).
(TheStateofAgricultureinChhattisgarh-ReportsubmittedbyAgro-EconomicResearchCentrefor
MadhyaPradeshandChhattisgarh-2014)

Chhattisgarhgrosscroppedareaincreasedby1648thousandhaanincrementof58.01%(2011)in
comparisonto2000-01,atthesametimeNetsownareaisincreasedby1415thousandha(43.80%).
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Total irrigation increased from 13.4 lakh ha in 2001 to 18.09 lakh ha in 2011 and still there is
tremendouspotentialforfurtherimprovement.

ChhattisgarhisalsoknownasthericebowlofIndiaas69%offarmersaregrowingrice.Last
decadesawsomechangesincroppingpatternastheproductionofsoybeanandsunflowercropsis
morethantripled.

Duringtheprojectdesignphase,theutilizationofirrigationpotentialismuchlowerthanthe
nationalfigurebesideshavingalowyieldinmanycropswithprimitiveagriculturalpracticesprevailing
inmanyareas.Asperthestudyreport,2thereisanunutilizedirrigationpotentialof43.00lakhhathat
needstobedeveloped(1999-2000).In2006,thevillageanddistrictJanRapats3(village&district-
levelPeople’sreporttothegovernmentagencies),reportedhalfofthevillagescomplainedaboutthe
fallinglevelofwateranddesperatelywantsagenciestoaddresstheproblem.

RoleofGovernmentandInternationalfundsforpovertyalleviation:Povertyisthecoreissue
andneedstobeaddressedbyeverydevelopingcountryandshouldgetsupportfromeveryinstitution
workingforhumandevelopment.AsianDevelopmentBank(ADB)aimstoeradicatepovertythrough
country focus approach and strategic implementation of schemes in the area of agriculture and
ruraldevelopment.Forfunding,ADBlooksforgeographicalareaswherepovertyratioishigh,and
implementationoftheprojectwillbringsubstantialchangeinthelivelihoodoftheruralandpoverty-
riddenpopulation,andstategovernmentissupportiveandwillingtoimplementinstitutionalreforms
necessaryforthesuccessoftheproject.

TheGovernmentofIndiaisalwayssupportivetoschemesrelatedtotheruralandagricultural
developmentandineveryfive-yearplanagriculturesectorisgivenpriorityoverothersasitengagesa
considerablepercentageoftheIndianpopulation,schemeslikeNREGAlaterknows,andMGNREGA
andPMJanDhanYojanaarefewoftheexamples.

1.1 Literature Review
Researchbydevelopmentinstitutionsandtheircontributioninthedevelopingcountriesintheform
ofprojectfinanceofferextensivedocumentaryevidencethatcanbeusedtopreparenewmeansand
methodologiesforfurtherstrengtheningdevelopmentsectorandimprovethegrowthrate.AProject
PreparatoryTechnicalAssistance(PPTA)andaProjectCompletionReport(PCR)arethetwosource
ofempiricalknowledgetoevaluateanyproject.ThestudysubmittedtoIFADbyIWMI,in2011
providesanin-depthanalysisof24projectswhereParticipatoryIrrigationManagement(PIM)was
applied.Itdifferentiatesthelevelofsuccessbetweenthedifferentcases,evaluatingtheimpactand
theprojectoutcomes.

Dewan et al., 2014 in their paper, evaluate community-based Participatory Water
Management(PWM)andarguesthatparticipativeapproachisnotalwaysthebestapproachas
theprojectfailstodeliverthedesiredresultfromtheinvestmentandunnecessaryduplicates
theinstitutionalframework.

ThegapsinparticipatoryirrigationmanagementinIndiahighlightedbyMamtaSawain(2008)in
herpaper.MarothiaD.K(2010)emphasisthatnaturalresourcesmanagementmustbedemocratically
decentralizedtomakeitavailableforall,despitehavingdifferencesinlandownershipandeconomic
means.Similarly,areportpublishedbyIndiaWaterPortalprovidesusefuldataontheavailability
ofwaterresourcesintheChhattisgarhstate.InanotherstudybyMarothiaetal.(2012)submittedto
EU-StatePartnershipProgramme(EU-SPP)onIntegratedWaterResourceManagement(IWRM)in
thestateofRajasthan,questionsperformanceofWRMbodies.Kothapallywatershedprojectreported
byICRISAT(2009),wherewaterconservationmeasuresbackedbycommunityparticipationunder
thewatchfulgovernmentmonitoringinstitutionisasuccessfulcase.

Impactoverthegendermainstreaming,andrelatedissuesaretakenfromGenderMainstreaming
CaseStudy(2015)underCIDP,andinIFADfinancedTribalDevelopmentprogram(2014),andit
examinesthestateachievementandfounditislessthantheexpectedbutstillabletomakepositive
impactovercommunitymobilizationandwomenempowerment.
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