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ABSTRACT

ThestudycriticallyanalyseshowthelocalpeopleinGaWestmunicipalityperceivelocalparticipation
andsocio-culturalfactorsthatinfluencelocalparticipation.Thestudyusedthemixedmethoddesign.
ThelotterymethodofthesimplerandomsamplingtechniquecoupledwithNeumanandNeuman’s
recommendationonrandomconveniencesamplingwereusedtosampleandcollectdatafrom187
respondents.Thestudyrevealedthatlocalparticipationprovidesthelocalpeopleemploymentavenues.
Itwasrevealedthatdevelopmentalprojectsbroughttotheircommunitiesdonotallowthelocalpeople
tobeinvolvedattheplanningandimplementationphases.Thestudyfurtherrevealedthatwomen
wereoftheopinionthatprojectsbroughttothemwerenotfeminineenoughanddidnotbuildtheir
capacity.Education,socialcohesion,peace,andstabilitywereamongsomeofthesocioculturalfactors
thatinfluenceparticipation.Thestudyagainrecommendedthateverycommunitymembershould
participate,regardlessoftheirgender,ethnicgroup,orsocio-culturaldifferences.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Localparticipationisnotonlybelievedtobethe“panacea”toensuringimprovement,especially
inthecontextofpovertyalleviation(Boakye-Agyei,2009)butalsojustifiedasaprerequisite
to,andacatalystforsustainablesocio-economicdevelopmentandgeneralsocietalwell-being
(Work,2002).Anumberofauthorshavecategorizedparticipationindevelopmentprojectsinto
typologieswithlowerandhigherlevels(Chambers,2005;Ahwoi,2007;Ayee,2000a;Ayoade,
2000).Inlowerlevelsofparticipation,thelocalpeoplecontributelabour,time,andresources,
whereasdecisions are controlledby thedevelopmentorganization. In contrast, higher levels
ofparticipationhave the localpeople takingcommandof theproject,undertaking theirown
analysis and making key decisions. Chambers (2005) analysed that, scholars have different
opinionsregardinghigherandlowerlevelsofparticipation,whilessomethinkhigherlevelgive
morepowertolocalpeople,othershavetheopinionthatparticipatinginlowerlevelsmayalso
beanempoweringprocess.
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Localparticipation,particularlybythepoorandmarginalized,indevelopmentinitiativesintended
tobenefitthemhavebeenacknowledgedasimportantinachievingsustainabledevelopment(Blackburn
&Holland,2007;Dadzie,2000;Korkor,2014).Theassumptionisthatthelocalpeoplethemselves
betterunderstandtheireconomicandsocialmilieuandprobablyhaveinsightsthatcanhelpshape
initiativesintendedtobenefitthem.Ideally,agoodlocalparticipationprogramwillenablethosewho
areinterestedinoraffectedbyadecisiontohaveanopportunitytoinfluencetheoutcome.However,
Chambers(2005)pointsoutthatruralorcommunitydevelopmentprojectshavehadahighfailure
ratebecausemostprogramofficersareexternalexpertsandoutsiders,whoareneitherpoornorrural,
andthusdonothaveatrueunderstandingoftheissuesatstake.Communitymembersmusttherefore
berecognizedtofosterparticipationfordevelopment.

InGhanaforinstance,manygovernmentprojectsthathavebeensuccessfullydeliveredhave
sufferedabacklashbecauseofthelackofinvolvementoflocalpeopleandneglectofthecultural,
historicalandsocialperspectivesofthelocalpeople.SometypicalexamplesofGovernmentproject
thathassufferedthisfatearetheAyensuStarchFactoryandtheKomendaTomatoesFactoryinthe
CentralRegion(Boateng,2012).ToBoateng,thisasamajorconcern,hasledmanystakeholders,
particularlybenefactors,toconsiderbetterwaysofdevisingstructuresand/ormeasuresthatwillensure
asocialcontentaswellaspromoteasocialcontextwithinwhichparticipationinallcommunity-based
developmentprojectscanbeenhanced.

Over the years, most studies conducted on the subject matter have largely focused on
conceptualizingtheoriesassociatedwithlocalparticipationincommunitydevelopment(Boakye-
Adjei,2009;Amon,2014;Fundi,2005)withseldomanyrecoursetothedynamicsandcomplexities
ofenvironmentalcontextofparticipation(IJHSS,2016).Theproblem,therefore,is“Whatsocio-
cultural factors influence community’s participation in community development projects?” This
studytakesthediscussiontothelocalpeopleinGaWestMunicipalityandpresentsanargument
thatsubstantiatesasociallyconstructedpositiononlocalparticipationindevelopmentinterventions.

ThestudycriticallyanalysestheGaWestcommunities’perceptionaboutlocalparticipationand
examinesthesocio-culturalfactorsthatinfluencelocalparticipationinthesecommunities.

Thestudyseeksto:

1. AnalysehowlocalpeopleintheGaWestMunicipalityperceivelocalparticipation.
2. Identifyandexaminethesocio-culturalfactorsthatinfluencecommunityparticipation.

Concept of Participation
Thetermparticipationisgenerallyoperationalizeddifferentlydependingonthecontextandfieldin
whichitisstudiedwhichmakesituneasytobeconceptualized(Samad,2002).InancientGreece,
participationwasviewedasamatterofvoting,holdingoffices,attendingpublicmeetings,payingtaxes
anddefendingthestate(Pateman,1999).Butinmoderntimes,participationbecamesynonymouswith
“sharing”(Kaler,1999).OakleyandMarsden(1984),andWolfe(1994)putforwardthatparticipation
iscloselylinkedwiththeconceptofempowerment.Withoutempowerment,participationmaybe
meaningless.People’sparticipationistheprocessofempoweringthedeprived,marginalizedandthe
excluded(Samad,2002).CohenandUphoff(1980)viewparticipationwithregardtodevelopment
projectsas“people’sinvolvementindecisionmakingprocesses,inimplementingprogrammes,their
sharinginthebenefitsofdevelopmentprogrammes”andtheirinvolvementineffortstoevaluatesuch
programme.Mohammed(2010)definesparticipationastheactiveinvolvementofthelocalpeoplein
theplanningandimplementationofdevelopmentprojects.Mohammedarguesthatforeffectiveplan
formulation,controlofprojectsandsharingofbenefitsofdevelopmenttoberealized,participation
isnecessary.

Socialscientists,developmentpractitionersanddevelopmentagencieshaveconceptualizedthe
term“participation”intheirownviewanditsscopeandmeaningarestillopentodebate(Sill,2016).
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