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ABSTRACT

ThearticleconsiderstheproblemofpoliticaldiscoursetransformationasexemplifiedbyEuropean
(BritishandRussian)political rhetoricof the20thcentury.Considered is thecomplexnatureof
politicaldiscoursecomprisingbothitsvariableandinvariableaspectsreflectingdiscursiveconstancy
andchangewhichareregardedasmanifestationsof theslidingmodeusuallyapplicabletoexact
sciencesphenomena.Themajorfactorsoftransformationdependonsocialchangecausedbydramatic
eventsinhistory,namelypoliticalconflicts.Theinvariablepartofpoliticaldiscourseisconcentrated
aroundthetextstructurewithdictemeasthemaininformationandstructureunitofthetextand
discourse.Thevariablepartisdeterminedbyfactorsofspeechregulationincludingtargetcontentof
theutterance,statusofthespeakerandthelistener,pre-supposition,andpost-supposition.Genreand
registerspecificityofpoliticaldiscourseasitsconstantcharacteristicsreflectthechange.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

In the 20th century, politics became part of a human information space. The study of political
discourse seemsvital aspoliticshasbecomean integralpartof everyday realityhavingentered
everyhouseholdbymeansofmodernmedia.Developmentofmedia,gadgetsandtheInternethas
facilitatedthewayforpoliticalmessagefromtheaddressertotheaddresseeandhasenableditto
instantlyreachtheaudienceeithertargetornon-target.Politicsdeterminesandformsattitudes,values
andideas.Theincreasedroleofpoliticsinanindividual’sdevelopmentislinkedtotheprocessof
globalization,aswellastotheinformationconflictsandwarswhichmarkthepost-globalization
period.Theexistingdefinitionsofpoliticsarecenteredarounditsaspects:institutional,hierarchical,
pluralistic,etc.Noteworthyistheresearchintothecommunicationaspectofpolitics(Chilton2004:
18).Ourunderstandingofpoliticsincludesbothinstitutionalandpluralisticaspectsandisdetermined
bythestruggleforpowerasacentralmotifinpoliticalactivity.Wedefinepoliticsasasystemof
relationshipsofsubjectsactingwithintheframeworkofstateinstitutionswiththeaimofbenefitting
fromtheirinteractionandredistributionofpower.Asasocialphenomenon,politicsisexpressedin
communicativeactions.AccordingtoJ.Habermas,communicativeactionisaninteractioninwhich
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theactorscoordinateplansoftheiractions,withthereachedcompromisebeingmeasuredbytheir
inter-subjectiveclaimforthevalue(Habermas2005).Communicativeactionsofapoliticiandefine
his/hercommunicativeactivityplayingakeyroleinconstructingitsgenreandtypologicalvariety.
Communicativeinteractioninvolvesallparticipantsoftheprocess(“speakers”,“listeners”,along
withthosewhoarewitnessestocommunicationprocess).Theparticipants’actionsandrelationship
arecoordinatedbymeansofpoliticalpowerasthemaindrivingforceandmotivatoroftheprocess.
Describing political communication presupposes considering politics as a social phenomenon
expressedincommunicativeactions.Systemiccharacteristicsinherentinitarereflectedontheprocess
ofregulationpoliticalcommunication.

Politicaldiscourseisacomplexmultidimensionalphenomenonthathasbeeninthecentreof
research interestdue to thecurrentgeopolitical situation.The studyofpolitical communication,
particularlyinasituationofpoliticalconflict,seemsofhighpriorityunderthepresentcircumstances
ofoverallwidespreadof informationandopposition in thecourseof informationopposition.Of
primaryinterestforaresearcheristhefunctionalandcommunicationsphereofpoliticsasawhole
andofapoliticalconflictinparticular.AccordingtovanDijk,reproductionofpoliticalinformation
correspondstoreproductionofpoliticaldiscourseasstipulatedbythetiesbetweenpoliticalactions
andpoliticalprocessesononeside,andcommunicationanddiscourse,ontheother.Criticaldiscourse
analysispostulatesthepowerbeingconnectedwithcontrol,andcontroloverdiscoursemeansthe
waytoitsproduction,therefore,toitscontents,styleandfinally,tomassconsciousness(vanDijk,
2013).Anotherlinknottobeomittedistheinterrelationbetweenlanguageandculture.Language
mayberegardedbothaspartofcultureaffectingitsproductsandtheinstrumentforcreatingthese
products(Blokh,2013a).

WesternresearchersconsideredtheissuesoflanguageandideologypriortoSoviet(Russian)
onesduetosubstantialrestrictionsonSovietscholarship.Thefirstworksonpoliticalcommunication
describethepropagandatechniques(Lippman,1921;Lasswell,1927;Lazarsfeld,1940;Klemperer,
1968;ascited inAleshina,2016).The issuesof language ina stateare tackled in theworksby
Chomsky(1988),Besancon(1984),Hahn(1997),Grenoble(2003),Duhn(1995).Politicaldiscourse
analysisisconsideredintheworksbyFairclough(2003),andChilton(2004)(ascitedinAleshina,
2016).Theaboveresearchersinvestigatedtheproblemsoflanguageandlanguageinfluenceonmass
consciousness,thephenomenonofspeechmanipulationinpoliticalrhetoric.

Inpost-SovietRussiatherelationshipoflanguageandSovietpoliticscameunderstudyinthe
1990-s.TheissuebecamethesubjectbothoflinguisticandofinterdisciplinaryresearchbyKostomarov
(1994),Kupina(1995),Nikolaeva(1998).Theinterestforpoliticalcommunicationproblemsmarks
thefundamentalworksbySheigal(2000),Wolfson,Chudinov(2006)(ascitedinAleshina,2016).
Speechmanipulations inpolitical communicationwere specifically studiedbyBaranov,Blakard
(1979),Bolinger,Karasik(1992,2002),Sheigal(2000),Pocheptsov(2000),Chernyavskaya(2006).

Three main directions in researching political communication abroad were generalized and
described by Budaev and Chudinov (2008) (as cited in Aleshina, 2016). Rhetorical direction
represented by Anderson, Carpenter, Rikkert, Osborn, Tompson. Applies traditional methods of
politicalcommunicationanalysis.Cognitivedirectionscholars(Lakoff,Johnson,Drulak)basetheir
researchonthecognitiveapproachaccordingtowhichspeechactivityisperceivedasthereflection
oftheworldviewexistinginhumanconsciousness.Thethird,discursivedirectionisbasedonthe
discursiveapproachgivingspecialattention to thesituation inwhich the textwascreatedand is
functioning.Highlightedisthecorrelationbetweenthetextandthesocialandpoliticalconditions
andculturalbackgroundofthespeakerandhis/hernationaltraditions.Withinthisdirection,critical
discourseanalysisasrepresentedbyvanDijk(2013),Fairclough(2003),Ager,Maas,Wodak(2008)
considerscommunicationasaformofsocialpracticeandisaimedatstudyingtheinteractionbetween
thelanguageandsocialphenomena.

When defining political discourse, we refer to core concept of discourse as a thematically
determined text thatwas conceived as awhole and complete, but considered in the situationof
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