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ABSTRACT

Drawingonabroadernarrativeinquiryintothecurriculummakingofparticipantswhocompose
identitiesdissonantwithdominantstoriesofgenderandsexuality,thisarticleexplorestheshaping
influenceofthesocial(relationships,communities,andcontexts)inoneparticipant’slifestoryaround
sexualityfromacurricularperspective.Thetermcurriculummakingrepresentsanongoingprocess
throughwhichindividualsmakesenseandmeaningofexperience,positioncurriculumbroadlyasa
courseoflife,andshiftnotionsofcurriculumandcurriculummakingbeyondtheboundsofschool.
Individualsengageinidentitymakingastheymakesenseofthemselvesinrelationtotheircurriculum
making,narrativelyunderstoodasthecompositionofstoriestoliveby.Thisinquiryhighlightsthe
waysthatlifestoriesarecomposedalongside,connectedto,andshapedbyotherpeopleanddraws
theattentionofeducatorstothecomplexlivesunfoldinginschools.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Thispaperispartofamoreexpansivenarrativeinquiryintothecurriculummaking1ofindividuals
whocomposeidentitiesdissonantwithdominantstoriesofgenderandsexuality.Thetermcurriculum
makingreferstotheongoingprocessthroughwhichindividualsmakesenseandmeaningofexperience.
We(theresearchers)thoughtaboutnormalizednotionsofgenderandsexualityasadominantstory—a
sociallyconstructedaccountofexperience,perspective,orwayofbeingthatrepresentsamajority
ordominantgroupofpeoplewithinasociety.Assuch,wefocusedonthewaysparticipantsmake
senseoftheirlivesthroughlivedexperiencewhenthedominantstorylinesofgenderandsexuality
“thatformthecontextoftheirlives…don’tseemtofit”(Andrews,2002,p.1).Herewefocusonthe
experiencesofoneparticipant,Jamie2,inordertoconsideranddescribethecomplexityinvolved
innegotiatinganidentityshapedbydominantsocietalnarrativesofsexuality,narrativesthatoften
tellushowtobe.Inthispaperweseektoaddressthequestionofhowanindividual’ssensemaking
aboutselfisshapedbyotherpeople—therelationships,communities,andcontextsthatshapethe
storiespeopleknowandlive.

NarrativenotionsofcurriculummakingarerootedinaDeweyanontologicalandepistemological
framework(Clandinin&Rosiek,2007)thatrecognizes“onepermanentframeofreference:namely,
theorganic connectionbetweeneducationandpersonal experience” (Dewey,1938/1997,p.25).
ClandininandConnelly(1992)drewontheworkofDeweyandSchwab(1973)todescribecurriculum
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makingas“acurricularprocess…inwhichteacher,learners,subjectmatter,andmilieuareindynamic
interaction”(p.392).Thinkingaboutmeaningmakinginthisway,assituatedinthelifeofandfrom
theperspectiveofthelearner,allowedus(theinquirers)toattendtothenarrativequalityofknowing.
Anindividual’sstoriesofknowingandmeaningareshapedbypersonalexperience,relationships,
andsocialcontext(s).

Fromthisperspective,weunderstandcurriculumas“acourseoflife”(Clandinin&Connelly,
1992,p.393),whichshiftsunderstandingsofcurriculumbeyondthecontextofschoolandschooling.
Thestudyofeducationisaboutlifeandattentiontolives(Clandinin&Connelly,2000).Ourattention
towardthelivesofparticipantsinthelargerstudy,andinthisinquiryparticularly,doesnotcenter,butis
inclusiveof,schoolexperience.Atthesametime,wemaintainthataninquiryintocurriculummaking
hastheoreticalandpracticalimplicationsforeducators.Morespecifically,thisinquiryhighlightsthe
waysthatlifestoriesarecomposedalongside,connectedtoandshapedbyotherpeople,anddraws
theattentionofeducatorstothecomplexlivesunfoldinginschools.

Individuals engage in identitymakingas theymake senseof themselves in relation to their
storiesofknowing;theyarelearnersoftheirownlives(Clandininetal.,2006,p.13).Assuch,we
thinkaboutidentitymakingasthecompositionofstories to live by3(Connelly&Clandinin,1990),
whereidentityisunderstoodnarrativelyaslifestorieslivedandtold.Astheparticipantswereinthe
midstoftheirlives,ofengaginginacurriculummakingtiedtoidentitymaking,theywereinthe
processoflifewriting(Heilbrun,1988).Wetakeupthismetaphorinordertothinkaboutidentity
assituatedinandshapedbythecomplexitiesoflivedexperience.Lifestoriesarecomposedthrough
life experience—stories shift as experience addsnuance toknowing.AsClandinin et al. (2006)
explained,“Astheygainadeeperawarenessoftheirstorytoliveby,theybegintoshiftthosestories
astheycontinuetogoabouttheirdays”(p.10).

As the inquiryunfoldedwith theparticipantsandaswebegan topayparticularattention to
Jamie,wenotedthewayshecomposedlifestoriescontingentonthecurriculumhewasliving.We
positionedJamieascurriculummaker,makingmeaningofhislifestoriesaroundgenderandsexuality
assubjectmatter.Itwasevident,astheparticipantsinthelargerstudy,andparticularlyJamieinthis
paper,toldabouttheirliving,thattheyengagedinactivelywritingtheirlivesalongside,connected
toandshapedbystoriesoftheindividualsandcommunitiesintheirrespectivemilieux.Thus,this
paperattendstotheinterdependenceofpeopleastheymakesenseofthemselves—thereverberations
ofthe socialthatshapethecontoursofidentityinlivesoftheparticipants.

ThisresearchtroubleswhatColeman-Fountain(2014a)referredtoas“thestasisofmodernity,
whereidentity…isunderstoodas‘solidandstable’”(p.13).Inourresearchtogether,forbothinquirers
andparticipants,languageandconceptualunderstandingsweresometimeslimitedbygenderand
sexualcategories.Asoneparticipantinthelargerinquirydescribed,“It’slikenothavinganylanguage
andaskingfor...somethingandyoucan’ttellthemwhatyouwant”(Calle,researchconversation,
December15,2015).Categoriesofidentitycanobscurelivedexperienceastheyinvokefamiliar
tropestomakemeaningaboutpeople;identitycategories,likegenderandsexuality,prescribe“how
weshouldbe rather than recognizinghowweare” (Adichie,2014,p.34,emphasis inoriginal).
Thesesociallyconstructeddistinctionsbegantobluraswepaidattentiontotheparticularitiesofthe
participants’lives.

Theideasraisedbytheparticipantsinthelargerinquiryemergedasacommonthemeinthe
currentliteraturearoundgenderandsexualidentity.Increasingly,youthandadultswithnon-dominant
identities around gender and sexuality are recognizing the limited and limiting nature of these
categories.CohlerandHammack(2007)described theways thatyouthwithsame-sexattraction
positionthemselvesasnormalwithinasocietythroughresistancetosexualcategoriesasthenarrative 
of emancipation;sexualattractiondoesnotneedtobethe“anchorofpersonalnarrative”(p.54).
Rather,thenarrativeofemancipationcallsfortheseeingsame-sexattractionaspartoflife,“inwhich
concernssuchasfindingagoodrelationshipandasatisfyingjobpossessmoreprimacy”(p.55)than
same-sexattraction.
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