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ABSTRACT

Criminalactivitiesmotivatedbyhatearethemostextremeformofbiasagainstpeople.Whilehating
aclassofpeopleandorganizinginhategroupstoexpressfeelingsagainstthosepeoplearenotillegal,
hatecrimes,violentandnon-violent,areillegal.However,thereremainsmuchtobelearnedabout
geographicpatternsofhatecrimesandfacilitatingenvironments.Thisexploratoryresearchexamines
hatecrimeoccurrencesaggregatedtocountiesintheconterminousUnitedStatesandattemptsto
explainresultingpatternsusingsocioeconomicandideologicalcorrelateswithtraditionalandspatial
statistics.GeographicalpatternsofhatecrimesintheUnitesStatesarefoundtobeacomplicated
phenomenon.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Theterm“hate”iscommonlyheardinthecontextof“hatecrime,”arguablythemostextremeand
sometimesviolentexpressionofthisemotion.HatecrimeintheUnitedStatesiscomplicated.General
trendsareunderstoodandreportedbytheFederalBureauofInvestigation(FBI),whileorganizations
includingtheSouthernPovertyLawCenter(SPLC)andtheAnti-DefamationLeague(ADL)report
onindividualcasesandprovideinformationtothepublic.Still,itisimpossibletoknowhowmuch
hatecrimeisoccurringatanygiventime.U.S.stateshavevaryingpoliciesonwhatconstitutesasa
hatecrime,whilesomehavenogoverningstatutesatall(SmithandFoley2010),andregionalcultures
caninfluenceauthorityopinionsofwhatactivitiesshouldbeclassifiedashatecrimes.Evenwithin
U.SStates,differentpolicedepartmentshavedivergingpoliciesonhatecrime.
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Since theemergenceof the term“hatecrime” in thepublic lexicon,anumberof tragicand
notoriousincidentshavedrawnnationalattention.Theseactsrepresentviolencethatisdistinctfrom
othercrimes,becauseitwasconcludedthatsomeorallofperpetrators’motivationcamefroma
desiretoharmsomeonedueto,intheseexamples,thevictims’raceorsexualorientation,verifying
theneedfordistinctconceptualconstructstounderstandthesephenomena.

Recently,therehavebeenmanyincidentsofhate-basedviolence.In2017inSeattle,aSikhman
wasshotinhissuburbandriveway,afterthegunmanapproachedhimandsaid,“gobacktoyourown
country.”Inthesameyear,asimilarincidentoccurredinaKansasbarwhenanIndianmanwaskilled
andanotherwounded.Witnessessaythesuspectedshooteryelled,“getoutofmycountry”(Le2017).
TwootherincidentsthatreceivedagreatdealofmediaattentionweretheCharleston,SouthCarolina
churchshootingin2015byDylannRoofthatkillednine,andtheOrlando,FloridaPulseNightclub
shootingin2016thatresultedinfiftydeathsandfifty-eightinjuries.Roof’sstatedmotivationwas
tostartaracewar(Mosendz2015)andphotosofhimposingwithWhitesupremacistandneo-Nazi
symbolswerefoundonline.Healsowroteamanifestothatdescribeshisbiasagainstpeopleofvarying
racesandethnicities(Bernstein,Horwitz,andHolley2015).ThemotivationsofOmarMateen,the
shooteroftheOrlandoNightclubattackaremoreambiguous,thoughsomehavedescribedtheattack
asahatecrimeagainsttheLGBTQcommunity(Goldman2016;ZambelichandHurt2016).

Inspiteofthepublicattentiongarneredbytheseevents,hatecrimehasnotbeenthesubjectof
thoroughanalysisinanyoftheacademicfieldswhereitlogicallyfits(Perry2003).Indeed,theconcept
ofhatecrimeisbetterdescribedasapoliticalconstructthanananalyticaltool.Itgenerallyreferstoa
specifictypeofbiasorcriminalactivity,butthecrimesallegedlymotivatedbyhatevarydrastically,
asdo thecharacteristicsof thegroupsand/or individuals thatcommit them.Thesevariancesare
likely,inpart,afunctionofgeography.Hateinmanycasesiscultural-learnedbehaviorfromfamily,
friends,orotheraspectsofcommunity.Thoughthisisthecase,itiscommonforhatetobegreatly
simplifiedassomethingweallexperiencesimilarly.Itismuchmorelikelythatmotivationstoward,
anddirectionsofhate,areinfluencedbylocaltoregionalhumanenvironments,socialnetworks,and
socialsituations.

This research takes a regional approach tobetterunderstandpatternsof socioeconomicand
ideologicaldriversofhatecrimesintheconterminousUnitedStates.Itisprimarilyexploratory,as
therehavenotbeenmanystudiesofrelativeregionaleffectsonhatecrimeintheU.S.InEurope,
however,biasbasedviolencetowardmigrantshasbeenshowntobeacomplexphenomenon(Blazek,
2014).TheauthorshypothesizethatthefactorscorrelatingwithhatecrimesinU.S.regionswillhave
varyingmagnitudesofinfluence,duetodifferentgeohistoricalandsituationalenvironments.Our
researchquestion,then,is:howdosocial,economic,demographic,andideologicalfactorsinfluence
hatecrimesindifferentUnitedStatesregions?Weapproachthisquestionusingspatialstatisticsand
GeographicInformationSystemsmethods.Specifically,weapplylinearregression,spatialfiltering
witheigenvectors(SFE),andgeographicallyweightedregression(GWR)modelstoFBIhatecrimedata
asthedependentvariable.Theindependentvariablesinthemodelsrepresentsocioeconomic(diversity,
poverty,mobility,andeducation)andideological(religiousness,anddegreeofconservatism)factors
thatareassumedtobepotentialdriversofhatecrimes.Thesevariableswereselectedinresponse
topreviousresearchonhateandbias,whichwillbediscussedthroughoutSection2.Thisresearch
servesasacontinuationofamulti-partstudyonhateintheUnitedStates.Thefirstportionofthis
projectfocusedonsocioeconomicandideologicaleffectsonhategroups(Author,date).

UNDeRSTANDING HATe CRIMe IN THe UNITeD STATeS

TheU.S.DepartmentofJusticedefinesHateCrime,or“bias-motivatedcrimes,”as“offensesmotivated
byhatredagainstavictimbasedonhisorherrace,religion,sexualorientation,handicap,ethnicity,
ornationalorigin”(USDepartmentofJustice1999,p.ix).Hatecrimecanlooklikeanyothertype
ofcrime,suchasthoseconsideredtobe“traditionaloffense[s]likemurder,arson,orvandalismwith
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