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ABSTRACT

Thisarticlepresentsathoroughreviewoftheliteraturededicatedtolearningmoreaboutmixedmethods
researchdesign.Explanatorysequentialmixedmethodsstudiesandexploratorysequentialmixedmethods
studiesarethetwotypesofmixedmethodsresearchdesignmodelsthatthisarticlepresentsindetail.
Tocontextualizedifferentideasrelatedtoresearchdesign,theauthorprovidesexamplesofresearch
studiesthatexemplifydifferentresearchdesignsfallingwithinmixedmethods.Themainobjectiveof
thisarticleistohighlighttheimportantrolethatqualitativeresearchdesignplaysinmixedmethods
research.Suchapresentationoftheliteratureaimstoarguethatqualitativedatasubstantiatesquantitative
dataasameanstoheightentheregardtowhichqualitativemethodologyreceives.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Historically,asqualitativeresearchmethodshavestruggledtogainthelevelofrespectandprowess
asquantitative researchmethods,mixedmethodology lacksa substantial amountofguidance in
theliterature.AsaPh.D.candidateatLesleyUniversityinCambridge,MA,Idesiredtoconducta
phenomenologyformydissertation,butstruggledtostructureastrictly-qualitativestudyinaway
thatwouldappeasemydissertationcommittee.Isoonlearnedthatmanystudentsearningdoctorates
inthefieldofEducation,andotherdisciplineswithinthehumanitiesandsocialsciences,facedthe
samestruggle.Theonlywaytheirqualitativedatacouldbejustifiedwouldbeiftheyhadquantitative
datatosupporttheirqualitativedata.ThiswaswhenIstartedtoinvestigatemixedmethodsapproaches
toresearchdesign.

Inthisarticle,twooptionsofmixedmethodsstudiesarebeexplored.Thisfirstisexplanatory
sequentialmixedmethodsstudyandthesecondisexploratorysequentialmixedmethodsstudy.These
twotypesofmixedmethodsresearchcanbedescribedatrulysymbioticrelationship.Thetwodifferent
portionsofeachoftheseresearchmethodsprovidedeeperinsighttotheother.Thequalitativeportion
informsthequantitativeportion,andviceversa.Themainobjectiveforsupplyingsuchanexploration
ofmixedmethodsresearchis tounderstandthevastlyimportantroleofqualitativemethodology
withinmixedmethods.Inturn,thisdiscussiondispelsthefallacythatthebenefitofmixedmethods
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isthatquantitativedatasubstantiatesqualitativedata.Thisarticlearguesthattheoppositeistrue.
Mixedmethodsresearchispowerfulandinsightfulbecauseitallowsqualitativedatatosubstantiate
quantitativedata.Qualitativemethods,insummary,havemorevalueinmixedmethodsresearchthan
quantitativemethods.

BACKGRoUNd

RussellandGreggory(2003)articulatedthatqualitativeresearchstrugglestoagreeuponconsistent
expectations in regard to reliability and validity. The inconsistencies within qualitative research
methodshascontributedtotheideathatqualitativeresearchisnotasaccurate,valid,orreliableas
quantitativeresearchmethods.Thisarticleaimstodisruptthisnotionbyplacingheavyemphasison
thevalueandimportanceofquantitativeresearchmethodology.Whilesomeacademicscholarsmay
arguethatmixedmethodsresearchistheonlyversionofqualitativeresearchthatisvalidandreliable
becauseithasquantitativeresearchmethodstosubstantiatethequalitativedata,thisarticletakesthe
oppositeviewpoint.Whatifqualitativedatasubstantiatesquantitativedataregardlessofthemixed
methodsapproach.Whiletheclaimsinthisarticlearebroadinnature,thegeneralizedperspective
allowsforresearchersofallspecializationstoreimaginequalitativemethodology.

MAIN FoCUS oF THE ARTICLE

Thisarticleaddressestheimportanceofqualitativedatawithinmixedmethodsresearchandisdivided
intothreemainsections:(a)explanatorysequentialmixedmethodsstudy,(b)exploratorysequential
mixedmethodsstudy,and(c)thenecessityofqualitativemethodsinmixedmethodsdesign.While
thisarticleprovidesinsightsandrecommendations,itevokesquestionsthatwarrantexplanation.

MIXEd METHodS RESEARCH

Mixedmethodsresearchis,insummary,acombinationofbothqualitativeandquantitativeresearch
design.AsMaxwell (2016)explained inhis article,mixedmethods researchdesignoccurred in
academiawellbeforeithadthelabelof“mixedmethods.”Studiesthatutilizedacombinationof
qualitativeandquantitativeresearchdesignhavebeendocumentedsincethe1950s(Maxwell,2016).
Onwuegbuzie,Johnson,andTurner(2007)contentedthatintegrativeresearch,multimethodresearch,
multiplemethods,triangulatedstudies,mixedresearch,andblendedresearchareafewlabelsgivento
mixedmethodsresearch.Regardlessofthelabel,mixedmethodsstudiessharemanycommonalities.

Onwuegbuzieetal.(2007)summarizedmixedmethodsresearchdesignasconsistingoffour
centraldomains.Thefirstdomainisphilosophicalperspectivesandtheseconddomainislogistics
surroundinginquiry.Thethirddomainisproceduralguidelinesandthefourthisideassurrounding
socio-politics.Thesefourdomainswereusedtocreateaboarddefinitionofmixedmethodsresearch.
Onwuegbuzie et al. (2007) wrote that mixed methods research is, “an intellectual and practical
synthesisbasedonqualitativeandquantitativeresearch;itisthethirdmethodologicalorresearch
paradigm(alongwithqualitativeandquantitativeresearch”(p.129).Thisdefinitionproperlyreflects
ideasbyCameron(2011).

Cameron(2011)wrotethatwhendefiningmixedmethodsresearch,therearefiveessentialtenets
thatwarrantcarefulconsideration.TheFiveP’srecognizethecontroversiesandchallengesthatmixed
methodsresearchfaces(Cameron,2011).ForeachoftheP’s,Cameron(2011)citedBazeley’s(2004)
learningobjectivesfortheresearcher.ThefirstPstandsfor“paradigms.”Theassociatedlearning
objectiveisthattheresearchmustobtainasolidunderstandingoftheparadigmsassociatedwith
theguidingresearchquestionsathand,whileconsideringthetheoreticalframework.Thesecond
Pstandsfor“pragmatism.”Bazeley’s(2003)learningobjectivethatcorrespondstothesecondP



 

 

15 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/article/the-importance-of-qualitative-methods-in-

mixed-methods-studies/273247

Related Content

Transformative Learning: Moving Beyond Theory and Practice
Norma Nerstrom (2017). International Journal of Adult Vocational Education and

Technology (pp. 36-46).

www.irma-international.org/article/transformative-learning/179874

Toward a Critical Theory of Transformative Learning: Learning From Oskar

Negt
Ted Fleming (2021). International Journal of Adult Education and Technology (pp. 1-

16).

www.irma-international.org/article/toward-a-critical-theory-of-transformative-learning/272574

An Overview of Student ePortfolio Functions
Phil Walz (2006). Handbook of Research on ePortfolios (pp. 194-205).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/overview-student-eportfolio-functions/20313

Increasing Student Engagement and Motivation Through Academic

Coaching
Sara Northern, Ramon Daines, Meg Robertsand Shelley Baker (2023). Motivation

and Momentum in Adult Online Education (pp. 127-142).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/increasing-student-engagement-and-motivation-through-

academic-coaching/322688

Leadership Role of Adult Education Departments in the Practice of Adult

Education in Nigeria: 1990-2010
Idowu Biao (2015). Cases on Leadership in Adult Education (pp. 23-50).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/leadership-role-of-adult-education-departments-in-the-

practice-of-adult-education-in-nigeria/133774

http://www.igi-global.com/article/the-importance-of-qualitative-methods-in-mixed-methods-studies/273247
http://www.igi-global.com/article/the-importance-of-qualitative-methods-in-mixed-methods-studies/273247
http://www.igi-global.com/article/the-importance-of-qualitative-methods-in-mixed-methods-studies/273247
http://www.irma-international.org/article/transformative-learning/179874
http://www.irma-international.org/article/toward-a-critical-theory-of-transformative-learning/272574
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/overview-student-eportfolio-functions/20313
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/increasing-student-engagement-and-motivation-through-academic-coaching/322688
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/increasing-student-engagement-and-motivation-through-academic-coaching/322688
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/leadership-role-of-adult-education-departments-in-the-practice-of-adult-education-in-nigeria/133774
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/leadership-role-of-adult-education-departments-in-the-practice-of-adult-education-in-nigeria/133774

