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ABSTRACT

TheendoftheColdWar,aswellasthecollapseoftheSovietUnion,posednewgreaterchallenges
andrisksforthe“GlobalNorth.”Terrorism—doubtless—seemstobeoneofthem.Overtherecent
years,andparticularlyafter9/11,terroristschangedthefocusoftheirattacks.Whileclassicterrorism
targetedimportantpersonssuchaspoliticians,chiefpoliceofficers,orcelebrities,modernterrorism
plannedattackson leisure-spotsspaces, touristdestinations,and lay-persons.This isparticularly
troublesomeforpolicymakers(whoareinchargeoforchestratingall-pervadingmodelstopreserve
homelandsecurity)andforfield-workerswhoareseriouslypunishedwhentheyareincontactwith
radicalizedcells.Forthisreason,specialiststraverseformanyproblemstounderstandthecomplexity
ofterrorismaswellasthemotivationofyounglone-wolvestoattacksocietieswheretheyarenative.
Thepresent conceptual research focusesnotonlyon thebordersof travel literaturebut also the
colonialstereotypesforgedduringtheEuropeanexpansiontodrawandmodelan“alterity”strictly
limitedtotheidealsoftheEnlightenment.Inanutshell,theallegoriesrevolvingaroundthe“lone-
wolfterrorism”continuestheimprintofthe“archetypeofthenoblesavage”coinedin18thcentury.
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INTRODUCTION

Theproblemofterrorismseemstobenotnew,butnowitdividedthescholarsintotwoclear-cutpoles.
Since9/11,whichforsomevoicesisconsideredafoundationalevent,Westerndemocracieshavegone
throughseveraleconomicandpoliticalcrisesassociatingtoracism,racialviolence,Islamophobiaor
thepoliticaldiscontentofcitizenship.Whilesomescholarsagreethatthescourgeofterrorismresults
fromthelackofdemocracy,aswellastheinternalpoliticalinstabilitylowerpolitics,generateinthe
ThirdWorld,(Huntington,2000;Keohane&Zeckhauser,2003;Mintz&Brule,2009)othervoices
lamentthepoliticalmanipulationofgovernmentswhichusethearchetypeofterrorismtopasslaws
andpoliciesotherwisewouldberejectedbylay-people.Thesestudiesemphasizeontheurgencyto
debatetowhatextenttheso-called“WaronTerror”isminingorerodingthebasisofdemocracyin
theUS,aswellasthecheckandbalanceinstitutions(Altheide2006;Skoll2010;Skoll&Korstanje
2013;Korstanje2018).ProfessorLukeHowieexplainsthatterrorismshouldbeunderstoodasagreat
spectacle,asimulationwhereterroristsplayarolesimilartocelebrities.Theydonotwantalotof
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peopledying,rathertheywantalotofpeoplewatching!ContinuingthelegacyofFrenchphilosopher
JeanBaudrillard,heholdsthatterrorismshouldbeframedasasomethingmorecomplexthanthe
politicalviolence,butontheobsessionforwitnessinganapocalypticscenario.Toputthesameinother
terms,societyreceivesamessagefromterrorismatthesametimethemediaamplifiesthatmessage
tocreateatypeofculturalentertainment.Itistimetospeakofaphenomenologyofterrorismwhich
straddlesnationsandculturesacross theworld.Australians,citingHowie,weremoreconcerned
andfrightenedthantheUSafter9/11.Thishappenssimplybecausethegeographicallocationisno
longerimportantintheglobalizationofterror(Howie2010;2012).Isthisspectaclepartofwhatthe
lonewolvesconsume?

Someworkshavefocusedonthephenomenonoflone-wolfterrorismasaprocessofradicalization
wheretheselfdislocatesitsidentitywhileredirectingitsrageagainstanabstractobject(McCauley&
Moskalenko2008;2017).Thesestudiesaremainlyorientedtounderstandnotonlythepsychologyor
thesocio-economicbackgroundthatleads“goodpeople”toterrorismbutalsohowtheterroristmind
isgraduallyformed.Twodifferentbutcombinedfactorsplayanimportantroleintheradicalization
process.Ononehand,thesocio-culturalstructurewheretheterroristlives,theperceivedinjusticesor
problemstheyhadtofaceinhisbiography;and,onanother,thedailymicro-interactionwithpeersand
otherterroristcandidates.Youngpeoplewhohadaradicalcosmologyoftheworldareoftenseduced
orrecruitedbysomecellsthoughnotallradicalmindsbecomefinallyinterrorists(Dawson,2009;
Borum2011;Sedgwick2010).AsMcCauley&Moskalenko(2017)showed,twelvemechanisms
interveneinthere-educationofaterrorist.Theprocessofradicalizationissuccessfullyachieved
whenthecandidateisisolatedtointeractinasmallgroup,probablygeographicallydistancedfrom
thecommunity.Hisradicalizationistargetedagainstimpossibleendssuchas“theendofWest”,or
thecorruptionofcapitalism.Inalmostallcases,therecruitmentisbasedonanemotionalappeal
wherepeers,friendsorevenrelativesoccupyacentralposition.Theradicalizationtransformsdeeply
hiscosmologyalteringhis“beinginthisworld”andthewaysthatexternalworldislived.AsDaniele
Valentini(2019)putsit,terroristsarestrandedtofeelin-betweentwoworldssimultaneously.The
EuropeanethoswheretheyliveandtheMuslimworldwheretheywoulddreamtolive.AsMuslims
ofasecond-borngeneration,theyfaceanidentitycrisiswhichisfinallyresolvedviolently.Having
said this,violencecatalyzes the tensionbetweena realand fictionalcharacter.Experts,whoare
interestedinrespondinghowamindistransformed(radicalized)andunderwhatconditions,alert
thatcounter-terrorismmeasuresstayonestepbackoftheterroristcells.

As the previous argument is given, the current conceptual paper interrogates further the
archetypical figure of the lone wolf in the Western literature which exhibits ways of feelings
ideologicallyarticulatedinthesocialmedia.Inourearlierbook,The Challenges of Democracy in 
the War on Terror,wealertedonthemethodologicalproblemsofterrorismresearchwhichlacksan
empiricalbasis.Startingfromthepremisethatterrorismisahighly-punishableactivity,ethnographers
whohaddirectcontactwithterroristsareforcedtoreveal theirkey-informants´ identities.In the
westernimaginary,terroristsareseenasenemiesofdemocracy,demonsorhatred-filledmaniacs
wholooktodestroytheWesternlifestyle.Needlesstosay,anycontactwiththemispunishedby
the state.Hence, studies in terrorismappear tobemethodologically speakingweakorbasedon
generalspeculationswhichoftenaffirmsthedominantnarrativeofthestatusquo(Korstanje2018).
Becauseofthis,thegoalsofthisessay-reviewresearcharethreefold.Thepiececoncentratesefforts
inunderstandinghowliteratureapproachesthefigureofthelonewolf,combiningthepost-colonial
theorywithwritingtravelasanewemergingsubgenre.Secondly,wereviewthecontributionsand
limitationsofculturaltheoristswhohaveaddressedtheinterplayofEuropeanethnocentrismandthe
constructionoftheNon-Western“Other”.Weholdthethesisthatthefigureoflonewolfrepresents
acontinuationofthearchetypeof“thenoblesavage”originallyingrainedintheclassiccolonialism.
Inthird,weexploretheplotofthenovelLa Lenta Agonia de los peces [the slow death of the fishes] 
written by Eric Frattini.
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