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ABSTRACT

Theworldiscurrentlyfacedwiththeproblemofrefugeesandinternallydisplacedpersons(IDPs).
AfricaandMiddleEasthasthehighestfigureofIDPs.Nigeriatopsthelistofcountrieswithlargest
populationofIDPsinAfrica.TheBokoHaraminsurgencyhasmadeNigeriaoneoftheflashpoints
ofhighconcentrationofIDPs.Anchoredonforced/involuntarymigrationtheory,usingprimaryand
secondarydatagatheringtechniques,thestudyexaminesinsurgencyandconditionsofIDPscampsin
Nigeria,focusingonNYSCcampinGireiLocalGovernment,AdamawaState.Thestudyfindsthat
theconditioninNYSCIDPcampisdeplorableasIDPslackaccesstobasicessentialsoflife.The
studyrecommendsamongotherstheneedforthegovernmenttobemorecommittedtothewelfare
ofIDPsandalsocurbcorruptionofgovernmentofficialsinthecampasthishasworsenthealready
deplorableconditionofIDPs.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

The issue of refugees and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) is one of the global problems.
AccordingtotheformerSecretary-GeneraloftheUnitedNations,BanKI-Moon(2014citedinEweka
andOlusegun2016),displacementisoneofthemajorhumanitariancrisestheworldisfacedwith.
Moreover,EwekaandOlusegun(2016)averthatthereareabout33.3millionIDPsintheworld;15
millionofIDPsareinAfrica,and9ofthe24countrieswiththehighestrateofdisplacementarewithin
Africa.Theimplicationofthisscenarioisthat,thecontinentofAfricahasthelargestnumberofIDPs
intheworld.ItischagrintoalsodiscoverthroughrecentstudiesthatSub-SaharaAfricancountries
havethehighestdistributionofIDPsinAfrica.Infact,between2013and2014,therewere12.5million
IDPsinSub-SaharaAfrica,amountingtoone-thirdoftheworld’stotal(asaresultofcivilstrifeand
intractableconflictswithinthecontinent(JoshuaandOlanrewaju,2017).

TheGlobalReportonInternalDisplacement(2017)revealsthatasat2016,newdisplacement
causedbyconflictandviolencewere6.9million,primarilyintheSub-SaharaAfricaandMiddle
East.And,Outofthisfigure,itisnoteworthy,thatNigeriaaccountedforabout3.300,000IDPsasat
March2014,leadinginthelistoftopcountrieswiththelargestpopulationofIDPsinAfrica,followed
byDemocraticRepublicofCongoandSudaninthatorder.
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InNigeria’scase,quiteanumberoffactorsareresponsiblefortheinternaldisplacement.They
include: natural disaster like flood, ethnic conflicts, religious conflict, attack by herdsmen, and
insurgencybyBokoHaramgroup.Forinstance,IDPProtectionStrategy(2015)listedthefollowing
ascausesofdisplacementinNigeria;fierceclashesbetweenFulanipastoralistsandTivandother
farmers;andcommunalandreligiousviolence.

WhilesomeofthenotableareasofdisplacementflashspotsinNigeriaareKaduna,Plateau,
NasarawaandZamfara,BokoHaraminsurgencyis themajorcauseof theforcefulmovementof
peopleoutoftheirhomeland.Thus,itcanbeextrapolatedfromthereportofInternalDisplacement
MonitoringCentre(IDMC)(2014)thatactivitiesofinsurgentgroup(BokoHaram)makeNigeriathe
largestdisplacedpopulationinAfrica,andthethirdlargestintheworldbehindSyriaandColumbia.
Similarly,DisplacementTrackingMatrix(DTM)August2016showsthat89.74%ofthedisplaced
populationwascausedbyinsurgency.WiththeprevailingsituationinNigeria,hasthecountrybeen
ablenotonlytosetupIDPcampsbutprovideamanagementsystemthatdidnotcompromisethe
minimumhumanwelfaresanddignity?Theimportanceoftheseasalitmustestofaresponsiveand
responsiblegovernmentmotivatesthisresearchwiththemainobjectiveofappraisingtheconditions
ofIDPsintheircampswithNYSCcampinGireiLocalGovernment,AdamawaState,asfocusof
thestudy.

Thenextsectionaftertheintroduction,isthereviewofliteraturewhilethetheoreticalframework
forthestudyfollows.ThelinkbetweenBokoHaraminsurgencyandIDPandthemanagementof
IDPcampsinNigeriawerediscussed.Immediatelyaftertheaforementioned,istheresearchmethod,
datapresentationandanalysisandlastlyconclusionandrecommendations.

LITeRATURe ReVIeW

Insurgencyasaconceptisdifficulttodefine.Thereasonforthisispredicatedonthefactthatitisoften
usedinterchangeablywithterrorism.Inthisregard,Moriss(2005)contendsthatwhileinsurgency
andterrorismquitefrequentlyappearassynonyms,theexistingdefinitionsdomoretoconfuserather
thanclarifytheissues.Implicitly,neitherthegovernmentnoracademicsagreeonsuitabledefinitions
forbothterms.Thus,itisdifficulttodistinguishbetweeninsurgencyandterrorismbecauseboth
employalmostthesamemethod,moreimportantly,usingforceandthreatstocoercetheir target
audience.Infact,bothgroupscouldthreaten,injures,killciviliansandemployeesofgovernment
deployingsimilarmeans.

Furthermore,theconfusionsurroundingtheconceptisexacerbatedbythepositionofSchmidand
Jongman(1988),andHoffman(2006citedinAssaf,2015)thatterrorismusuallydoesnotendeavor
toholdorseizeterritory;anddoesnotexercisegovernanceordirectcontroloverapopulationat
thelocalornationallevel.However,theIslamicStateinIraqandSyria(ISIS)oftenreferredtoas
aterroristgroupacquiredterritoryinIraqandSyriabeforetheyweredislodged;dittoBokoHaram
whichistaggedaterroristgroupinNigeria.

Forinstance,someoftheterritoriesheldbyBokoHaramin2015beforetheywereliberated
bytheNigerianmilitaryspanacross13LocalGovernmentswithinthreestates.Theyare:9Local
GovernmentAreasinBornoState-Abadam,Bama,Dikwa,Gwoza,Kala-Balge,Mafa,Marte,Mobbar
andNgala;twoLocalGovernmentAreasinAdamawaState-MichikaandMadagaliandanothertwo
LocalGovernmentAreasinYobeState-GujbaandGulani.

Furthermore, the insurgents had also established a partial control in parts of Borno State,
comprisingAskiraUba,Chibok,Damboa,Gubio,Guzamala,Jere,Konduga,Kukawa,Magumeriand
Mungono(IdrisandAnwar,2015).Assuch,theauthors’disputeSchmidandJongman(1988)and
HoffmanviewsjudgingbytheSyriaandNigeria’sexperiencesmakingacontradictionofperspectives
amongstscholarsabouttheconceptofterrorismanongoingdebate.

Bethatasitmay,itcanbeextrapolatedfromtheworksofDurairaj,(n.d),SchmidandJongman
(1988),Moriss(2005)andAssaf(2015)thatterrorismandinsurgencycoexist,complement,substitute
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