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ABSTRACT

Collectingdatafromchildrenwholearnaforeignlanguageisacomplexandproblematicareawhen
consideringtheirlackofproficiencyinthetargetlanguageandtheircognitive,psychological,and
socialdevelopment.Inaddition,researchshowsthatthenumberofstudiesthatfocusontheproblems
relatedtoscaleadministrationtoyoungerlanguagelearnersisfairlylimited,whilestudiesonthe
foreignlanguagecontextmainlyconcentratedonissuesrelatedtoadultandproficientlearners.Thus,
thisstudyaimstoexplorethedifficultiesincollectingdatafromTurkishchildrenaged7–12ina
foreignlanguagecontext.Thestudywasdesignedasaqualitativecasestudyandinvolvedreflections,
aninterview,andadiarykeptbythesubject.Findingsindicatedthattheproblemswithdatacollection
fromchildrenwererelatedtotimeandspace,thelackofcoordination,children’scognitionlevels,
teachereffectonchildren’sbehaviors,andphysicalenvironment.Inlightoftheresults,somepractical
recommendationswerepresented.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Thepurposeofthisstudyistoinvestigatethepotentialproblemsduringtheprocessofdatacollecting
fromchildrenbetweentheagesof7and12inaforeignlanguagecontextduetoseveralreasons.
Firstofall,inthebroadestperspective,datacollectionfromchildrenseemsaproblematic,complex
anddifficultarearegarding theircognitive, linguisticandsocialdevelopmentwhencompared to
datagatheringfromadultsinaneducationalcontext.Forinstance,withinthescopeoftheforeign
learningprocess,itisevidentthatdatacollectionisaconsiderableproblemastheyhavenotcompleted
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their languageproficiencyregardingnotonlyinthetarget languagebut intheirnativelanguage.
Additionally,itisobviousthattheleveloftheirsocialdevelopmentmayconstituteabarriertocollecting
data.Theleveloftheircognitivedevelopmentmaybeanotherproblemregardingclarifyingtheaims
ofresearchactivities,introducingtheethicalissues,carryingoutexperimentsandmotivatingthem.
Thesecondreasonisthatwhilethenumbersofchildrenenrolledatprimaryandsecondaryschools
increasesgraduallyatnotonlyatnationalbutataglobalscale,researchonchildrenmainlyconcentrates
onadultlearners.Specifically,intheTurkishresearchcontext,researchoneducationalissuesmainly
useadultparticipantsduetopracticalityandlogisticalissues.However,itisclearthattherehavebeen
radicalchangesineducationsystemsallovertheworld,whileresearchactivitiesremaintoolimited
toreachconclusionsintermsofchildreninrealisticandnaturaleducationsettings.Thus,withinthe
scopeofexaminingthedifficultiesduringtheprocessofdatacollectingfromchildrenbetweenthe
agesof7and12,first,thissectionbrieflyintroducestherationalebehindthestudy.Then,thepaper
presentsabriefresearchsynthesisontheissue.Finally,anoverviewoftheresearchispresented
regardingtheconclusionsofthestudiesreviewed.

Collectingdatafromchildrenisapotentiallychallengingarea,consideringthatlargegapsexist
intherelatedliteratureduetothelackofresearchontheproblemsregardingdatacollectionfrom
children (Mauthner, 1997). What is more, participants in scientific studies are generally chosen
from theadultpopulationandadolescents,whilechildrenareneglected (Scott,2008).However,
whilechildrenwerethoughtofasuntrustworthysourcesofdatabeforethe1990s,ithasstartedto
changeandgainimportanceduetoshiftingchildren’srolefrompassiverecipientstotheinformed
participants(Davis,2007).Inotherwords,today,thisshiftingparadigmdemonstratesthatchildren
areessentialforobtainingrichandrelevantdata(Mayaba&Wood,2015).Thisshowsthatmethods
andscalesshouldbecarefullydesignedandplanned.Inaddition,specialattentionshouldbegiven
tochildren’spsychological,cognitiveandsocialdevelopmentsduringresearch.Ontheotherhand,
thenumberofstudiesondatacollectionfromchildrenisquitelimited.Forinstance,certainfactors
suchaschildren’slimitedlexicalcompetence,difficultiesofgatheringdataandtheirlimitedattention
spanhave remaineduntouched researchareas.Moreover, the related literature lacks researchon
methodsandtechniquestocollectdatafromchildrenandthepropertiesthatmakechildrendifferent
fromadultsintheresearchprocess(Einarsdóttir,2007;Punch,2002).Themostconsiderablepoint
isthatitisnotpossibletocarryoutresearchinregardtoprovidingresearchcontextanddeveloping
researchtoolsandsettingswithoutansweringthequestionofwhatproblemsareencounteredduring
datacollectionfromchildren.Toconclude,collectingdatafromchildrentodayisstillacomplicated
fieldandrequiresresearchintermsoftheproblemsencountered(Punch,2002).

Anothercomplicatedandproblematicareaiscollectingdatafromchildrenwholearnaforeign
languageduetoseveralreasons.First,oneoftheproblemsistheirdeficientlinguisticcompetence
(Scott,2008).Inotherwords,itisnearlyimpossibletocollectvalidandreliabledatafromchildren
whohavedifficultiesincomprehendingstatementsproperly,conveyingmeaninginbothwrittenand
oraldiscourseandinefficiencyinlisteningandreadingskills.Thus,itisnecessarytocollectdata
fromchildrenbyusingtheirnativelanguage,astheirforeignlanguageincompetencecausesscale
administrationinthetargetlanguagetobemorecomplexandvague.Second,inaforeignlanguage
context,somemorefactorsaffectthedatacollectionprocess.Forinstance,childrenlearnindirectly
ratherthandirectlyandcannotfocusontheprecisetopic.Thus,theyneedvisual,oralandphysical
interactionforabetterunderstanding.Inaddition,theyneedindividualattentionandapprovalfrom
theirlanguageteachersandhavealimitedattentionspan(Harmer,2007).Itispossibletoconclude
thatnotonlytheirlinguisticcompetencebutalsotheabove-mentionedissuesrequirespecialattention
whilecollectingdatafromchildren.

ResearchrelatedtochildreninaTurkishEFLcontextissignificantbecauseEFLisarequired
classatprimaryandsecondaryschoolsinTurkey.AfterradicalchangesintheTurkishprimaryand
secondaryeducationsystemin2012Englishbecameanobligatorycourseforstudentsinallgrades,
withtheexceptionoffirstgraders.Accordingtothenewregulation,obligatoryeducationincreased
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