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ABSTRACT

Deepconcernsabouttheriseinthenumberoftechnologicalinnovationsusedforperpetratingviral
disseminationofdisinformation,viamajorsocialmediaplatformsduringmultipartyelections,have
beenexpressed.Asstrategyscholarsobserve,itisinimicaltodemocraticsystemswhoseelection
resultsarequestionedbyreasonoffaultyelectoralprocesses.TheMarxianalienationtheoryand
Marilyn’s ex-post facto researchdesignswereused for evaluating the consequencesof adopting
politicaldisinformationstrategies(PDS)astoolsformanipulation,viainnovativeartificialintelligent
technologies,onestablishedsocialmedianetworksduringrecentdemocraticelectionsintheUSand
otherrisinghegemonies.Thestudyobservedthatmostgovernmentsandexpertpoliticalcampaigners
continuetofinditapoliticallyviableplatformsuitableforswingingthevotesofelectoratesindesired
directions.Authorsrecommendedstifferregulationsformediaplatformsandpartyagentsasthis
wouldaiddiscontinuingthepracticeofPDSduringelectionsinestablishedandrisinghegemonies.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Background to the Study
Contemporaryscholarslike(Owen,2017;NED,2018;Levush,2019;Coppins,2020andAmanpour,
2020) have expressed serious concerns over the inimical rise in the number of Technological
Innovations[TI]andInformationCommunicationsTechnology[ICT]deviceswhicharenowused
nowusedfor facilitating the the injuriousandviraldisseminationofpoliticaldisinformationvia
majorsocialmediaplatforms,largelyduringmultipartyelectionsinestablishedhegemoniesforthe
purposeofmanipulatingtheoutcomeofdemocraticallyconductedelectionsintheirfavor.Amove
whichmostscholarsobservehavebecomeveryinjuriousandinimicaltodemocraticsystemsinboth
risingandestablishedhegemonies(Wogu,Sholarin&Agoha,2015;Lanoszka,2019;Coppins,2020;
Hameleers,Powell,Toni,Meer,&Bos,2020;Wogu,Misra,Udoh,Agoha,&Sholarin,2020;Krafft,
&Donovan,2020;AssibongWogu,Sholarin,Misra,Damasevičius,&Sharma,2020andKushwaha,
Kar,&Ilavarasan,2020).Thismoveintheopinionofotherscholarsaccountsforwhymostcitizens
andmembersofcivilrightsoriginations,continuetoquestionthecredibilityandsanctityofmost
democraticallyconductedelectoralprocessesandtheresultspublishedduringandaftersuchelections
(Sanchez,2019;Levush,2019;NED,2018andAssibong,Wogu,Sholarin,Misra,Damasevičius,
&Sharma,2020).

Oneofthesectorsthathaveclearlyenhancedthediversedisseminationofpoliticaldisinformation
isthetechnologysector.Studiesinthisregardrevealedthatthewakeofthe21stcenturybrought
withitadvancedArtificialIntelligence(AI)technologicalinnovationswhichmanybelieved,could
changethewaymanperceivestheworld,forthebenefitofman(Wogu,Olu-Owolabi,Assibong,
Apeh,Agoha,Sholarin,Elegbeleye,&Igbokwe,2017;Wogu,Misra,Olu-Owolabi,Assibong,Udoh;
Ogiri;Maskeliunas,&Damasevicius,2018dandWogu,Misra,Assibong,Adewumi,Maskeliunas,
&Damasevicius,2018e).Tothisend,studiesrevealthatthesetechnologicalinnovationsofthe21st
centuryhadgivenbirth toadvanced technologies like‘Facial recognitiondevices’, ‘Autonomous
drivingvehicles’,‘Chatbots’,‘Bigdata’,‘Machinelearning’,‘ArtificialIntelligentMachines’(AIM),
‘SupperIntelligentMachines’(SIM),‘Trolling’,Deep-fakesandawholelotmoreofsuchsimilar
intelligentdevices(Wogu,Misra,Assibong,Ogiri,Maskeliunas,&Damasevicius,2018c;Joseph,
Sultan,Kar,&Ilavarasan,2018andLevush,2019),whichhavenowbecome,formostmultibillion-
dollar IT giants like Facebook, Google, Alibaba, Amazon, Microsoft, etc, (Adepetun, 2020 and
Mabillard,2020),toolsandinstrumentsusedfordisseminatinginformationandknowledgetobillions
andmillionsofpeople all over theworld.However,majorityof theseTechnologyGiants (TG),
formonetaryandcommercialpurposesnowusetheseinnovativetoolsfordisseminatingpolitical
disinformationandthemanipulationoftheopinions,ideas,andviewsofvulnerableelectoratesduring
electionsandatothertimes(Assibong,Wogu,Sholarin,Misra,Damasevičius,&Sharma,2020and
Wogu,Misra,Roland-Otaru,Udoh&Awogu-Maduagwu,2020).

AninvestigationconductedandpublishedbyMcKayCoppinsofTheAtlanticDailyNewsAgency
–asiftocorroboratetheaboveassertions-soundedanalarmabouttheoutcomeofinvestigations
theyconductedonFacebook,whichseemstorevealahiddenplanandagendabyDonaldTrump
and the Republican party which had proposed spending over One Billion US Dollars on what
McKayCoppinsdescribedas‘TheBillionDollarDisinformationCampaigntoRe-electthe‘Donal
J.Trump’intotheWhiteHouse.(Amanpour,2020andCoppins,2020).Areviewofthearticleby
McKayCoppinsandothersimilarscholarlyarticlesonthedangeroustrendsamongst21st-century
governments’ and political campaigners’ (NED, 2018; Levush, 2019; Sanchez, 2019; Lanoszka,
2019;Amanpour,2020;Coppins,2020andHameleers,et al,2020)-whonowclearlyadoptpolitical
disinformationstrategiesasviabletoolsforswingingthevotesofelectoratesintheirfavoragainst
existingregulationsduringandafterelectionsintheUSandinmostrisinganddevelopeddemocratic
hegemonies.Thisscenariohascausedscholarstowonderandfearforwhatwouldeventuallybecome
ofthefateoftheforthcoming2020USPresidentialelectionsinAmerica.Fromthisperspective,this
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