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ABSTRACT

Throughout history, humanity has been known to move in groups as a way of 
surviving, to expand their identity and culture. In Europe this has led to international 
and civil wars in the past but changed with the creation of the European Union. 
This chapter analyzes the creation and demarcation of nations during the past, the 
territorial identity that was formed and the need of the EU to create a European 
Identity to overcome the threat of independent movements. Secessionist nationalistic 
movements have gained importance since the economic crisis which started in 2007 
and have been rising in different regions and countries of the EU. The main question 
that needs to be solved in this chapter: How does the EU cope with the rise of new 
nationalistic movements? It can only be overcome with the creation of a European 
territorial identity.
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INTRODUCTION: HISTORICAL SHAPING 
OF THE EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

Humankind has always had the tendency of living in groups in which they could 
search for protection, live and develop. They would establish communities at a 
territory in excellent conditions where they could create their civilization. The link 
with this territory would define them and here they establish a social and political 
life (for example Vikings, Egyptian or the Mesopotamian civilizations). They lived 
in a society divided by a system of hierarchy where they had different social classes, 
but they were also recognisable by their culture, architecture, temples, etc.

Evolution of the European States

The expansion of the European civilizations became clearer with the creation of the 
first maps during the fifteenth and sixteenth century. The different civilizations who 
settled and identified themselves with one territory expanded their territory to gain 
prestige. This has led to the creation of a firm society that became more organized, 
with a political structure (hierarchy) and which, at the same time, attracted more 
people.

According to the German writer and cartographer Johann Zahn, who wrote in 
1696 about nations and their inhabitants, the most significant nations in Europe 
were Germany, Italy, Spain, France and England because of their clearly defined 
borders, but also because of the way of living of their inhabitants, their language 
and physical aspects (Leerssen, 2006, p. 63).

Although he wrote about nations, the definition of ´national character´ rose 
during the Enlightenment (18th century) with the principles of democracy. The North 
American demographic Revolution (1776) and the French Revolution (1789) set 
the origin of ´nationalism´.

The word ´nation´ comes to refer to the corporate identity of all political subjects 
of a given country. The realization that these people form, not a servile estate or a 
subaltern layer in society, but the general body politic, with a will and a mandate 
of its own, will call into play the concept of nation […] the birth of democracy vests 
power, […] in the united will of the people; and that people, following 1789, will 
proclaim its inclusiveness and emancipation by calling itself a nation (Leerssen, 
2006, p. 89).

Although nationalism was meant to be represented by democratic ideas, it was 
brought to extremes and interpreted by many leaders during the following centuries 
as a principle of totalitarianism. After the French Revolution, according to Leerssen, 



 

 

17 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/chapter/nationalistic-independent-movements-

within-the-european-union-and-its-challenge-to-create-a-

territorial-identity/248903

Related Content

Energy Simulations as a Tool in Integrated Design Process
Joanna Ruciska (2019). Smart Cities and Smart Spaces: Concepts, Methodologies,

Tools, and Applications  (pp. 714-737).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/energy-simulations-as-a-tool-in-integrated-design-

process/211316

Case Study of Game-Based Learning in a Citizenship Education K-12

Classroom: Opportunities and Challenges
Venus Olla (2012). Cases on Educational Technology Integration in Urban Schools

(pp. 154-169).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/case-study-game-based-learning/61721

Definition and History of Smart Cities: The Development of Cities and

Application of Artificial Intelligence Technology in Smart Cities
Kangjuan Lyuand Miao Hao (2021). AI-Based Services for Smart Cities and Urban

Infrastructure (pp. 1-22).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/definition-and-history-of-smart-cities/264771

Exploring Innovative Leadership Development Through Executive Coaching

in the U.S. Federal Government
Amalisha Sabie Aridi (2024). International Journal of Smart Education and Urban

Society (pp. 1-33).

www.irma-international.org/article/exploring-innovative-leadership-development-through-

executive-coaching-in-the-us-federal-government/346820

3I Engineer (Industry, Innovation, Interculturality): An Experience Between

UTFPR/BR and UTC/FR
Marizete Righi Cechin, Décio Estevão do Nascimento, Bruno Ramondand Luiz

Alberto Pilatti (2023). The Impact of HEIs on Regional Development: Facts and

Practices of Collaborative Work With SMEs  (pp. 1-16).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/3i-engineer-industry-innovation-interculturality/325275

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/nationalistic-independent-movements-within-the-european-union-and-its-challenge-to-create-a-territorial-identity/248903
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/nationalistic-independent-movements-within-the-european-union-and-its-challenge-to-create-a-territorial-identity/248903
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/nationalistic-independent-movements-within-the-european-union-and-its-challenge-to-create-a-territorial-identity/248903
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/nationalistic-independent-movements-within-the-european-union-and-its-challenge-to-create-a-territorial-identity/248903
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/energy-simulations-as-a-tool-in-integrated-design-process/211316
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/energy-simulations-as-a-tool-in-integrated-design-process/211316
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/case-study-game-based-learning/61721
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/definition-and-history-of-smart-cities/264771
http://www.irma-international.org/article/exploring-innovative-leadership-development-through-executive-coaching-in-the-us-federal-government/346820
http://www.irma-international.org/article/exploring-innovative-leadership-development-through-executive-coaching-in-the-us-federal-government/346820
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/3i-engineer-industry-innovation-interculturality/325275

