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ABSTRACT

This chapter argues that tourism activities, emigration, and cooperation projects 
can spur growth and sustainable development in rural areas, in general, helping to 
reduce the existing asymmetries of development, phenomenon that reaches Portugal 
and other Member States of the Community of Portuguese-speaking Member States 
(CPLP). The results of a study developed in Portugal evidence that the potential 
return of a segment of Portuguese emigrants, settled around the world, can contribute 
to growth and sustainable tourism development in rural areas of Portugal. In this 
scope, the existence of a Portuguese-speaking cultural heritage allied to the CPLP 
Strategic Tourism Cooperation Plan can also have a critical role in growth and 
sustainable development in CPLP.

INTRODUCTION

The state of the art of tourism economic literature reveals that studies carried out 
in developing countries and rural areas evidence that tourism expenditure creates 
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more employment and income than any other sector of the economy, as well as 
generate and maintain employment in other sectors of the economy that support or 
provide tourism visitors and businesses. In this scope, in countries or regions where 
economic development is a priority the return of emigrants can contribute significantly 
to tourism growth and sustainable development. According with Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, emigrants can be a source of external 
innovation through transfer of financial and social capital, as well as knowledge and 
professional experience. In this scope, the results of a study developed in Portugal 
evidence that Portuguese emigrants, with ages of 29-39 years old and with a house 
in a rural area, have greater propensity to return, invest and have a job in the area 
of tourism in Portugal, as well as have more training and professional experience 
in this area.

The phenomenon of emigration motivated by the improvement of living conditions 
also affects all Portuguese-speaking Member States, either as countries of destination, 
as countries of origin, or even in the dual origin and destination condition (see CPLP, 
2011). Contextually, the existence of a Portuguese-speaking cultural heritage and its 
relationship with direct investment abroad and migration flows also lead us to argue 
that tourism development, through cooperation projects, can function as a strategy 
for growth and sustainable development in Community of Portuguese-Speaking 
Member States (CPLP). Thus, this chapter aims to argue that tourism, emigration 
and cooperation can impact positively on growth and sustainable development in 
rural areas of CPLP.

TOURISM AS A STRATEGY TO GROWTH 
AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

In order to argue that tourism can contribute to growth and sustainable development 
of rural areas (or low density areas), should be highlighted that these areas have 
several problems related with economic decline, large increase in unemployment, 
emigration, desertification, adverse impacts of the restructuring of agriculture and 
the loss of cultural identity (see for example Cavaco, 2003; Labrianidis et al., 2003; 
Sharpley & Vass, 2006). Contextually, according with metadata of Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development and Portuguese Statistical Institute, rural 
areas are those with a population of 2000 inhabitants or less. Considering that it 
is not the purpose of this study to differentiate typologies from rural areas, but to 
identify all rural areas, it is argued in this study that economic growth is fundamental 
to the sustainable development of these territories. In this scope, several authors 
have argued that rural space is no longer confined only to agricultural activities and 
land use, but also extends to multisectoral activities (see for example Diniz, 1999; 



 

 

22 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/chapter/tourism-emigration-and-

cooperation/248899

Related Content

Commercialisation of Scientific Innovation in India: Regulatory Aspects
Amit Kumar Kashyap (2026). Resilient and Sustainable Regional Development (pp.

51-84).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/commercialisation-of-scientific-innovation-in-india/394079

Governance of City Resilience
Graham Colclough, Andoni González-Gómez, Marc Velasco, John Stevens, Patrick

Goodey, Rob Henderson, James L. Webber, Maria Joao Telhadoand Rafaela de

Saldanha Matos (2021). International Journal of Urban Planning and Smart Cities

(pp. 70-93).

www.irma-international.org/article/governance-of-city-resilience/280154

With a Little Help From AI: Pros and Cons of AI in Urban Planning and

Participation
Adam Urban, David Hick, Joerg Rainer Noennigand Dietrich Kammer (2021).

International Journal of Urban Planning and Smart Cities (pp. 19-33).

www.irma-international.org/article/with-a-little-help-from-ai/280151

Agriculture, Communication, and Socioeconomic Development: A Proposal

for e-Agriculture in Nigeria
Emmanuel C. Alozie (2012). Regional Development: Concepts, Methodologies,

Tools, and Applications  (pp. 396-413).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/agriculture-communication-socioeconomic-

development/66129

Cyberattacks: Blockchain Beyond Cryptocurrency - A Decentralized

Approach to Urban Security
Syed Hassan Imam Gardezi, Swaroop Mohanty, V. Bharathi, T. C. Manjunath, Syed

Muqthadar Ali, F. Shabina Fred Rishmaand P. Selvakumar (2026). Navigating

Cybersecurity and Privacy in the Evolution of Smart Urban Ecosystems (pp. 99-126).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/cyberattacks/396802

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/tourism-emigration-and-cooperation/248899
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/tourism-emigration-and-cooperation/248899
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/tourism-emigration-and-cooperation/248899
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/commercialisation-of-scientific-innovation-in-india/394079
http://www.irma-international.org/article/governance-of-city-resilience/280154
http://www.irma-international.org/article/with-a-little-help-from-ai/280151
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/agriculture-communication-socioeconomic-development/66129
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/agriculture-communication-socioeconomic-development/66129
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/cyberattacks/396802

