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ABSTRACT

ThisstudyrevealstheimpactofusingparallelcorporaonEFLstudents’writing,andhowstudents
perceiveit.Femaleundergraduates(n=46)inanEFLwritingcourseinSaudiArabiaweredivided
randomlyintoexperimentalandcontrolgroupstaughtbythesameinstructor,usingthesamematerials.
Students in theexperimentalgroupwere introduced to threeparallel corporaandencouraged to
usethemintheirwriting.TestsatthebeginningofthesemestershowednodifferenceinEnglish
proficiencyorwritingabilitybetweengroups.Overthesemester,studentsinbothgroupsalsowrote
5writingassignmentsandtookthreewritingexams.Toexaminestudents’perceptionsofparallel
corpora,studentsintheexperimentalgroupwereaskedtowriteaself-evaluationreportandanswer
anevaluationquestionnaire.Quantitativeandqualitativeanalysisshowedsignificantimprovementin
theirwritingbutnosignificantdifferencebetweengroups.However,students’perceptionofparallel
corporawasgenerallypositive.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Theuseofcorporainsecondlanguage(L2)teachingandlearningstartedinthe1980sandearly
’90swith the increasing interest incorpus linguistics ingeneral asanew researcharea.Several
earlystudiesinvestigatedtheuseofcorporainlanguageteachingandlearning,suchasJohns(1986)
andStevens(1991),andsincethenithasbeenreceivingincreasingattention(seeBennett,2010;
Bernardini,2016;Boulton,2011;Cobb&Boulton,2015;Tribble,2015;Jeaco,2017;Wuetal.,2018;
Bridle,2019;Dolgova&Mueller,2019).However,fewstudieshaveexaminedtheeffectofparallel
corporaonstudents’EFLskillsingeneralandonEFLwritinginparticular.AccordingtoMcEnery
andXiao(2007,p.12)“aparallelcorpusiscomposedofsourcetextsandtheirtranslationsinone



International Journal of Computer-Assisted Language Learning and Teaching
Volume 10 • Issue 2 • April-June 2020

24

ormoreadditionallanguages.”Althoughparallelcorporahavebeenwidelyandsuccessfullyused
inlinguisticsandtranslationstudies,theirimplicationsforL2teachingandlearninghavenotyet
beenfullyexplored(McEnery&Xiao,2007).Thepurposeofthisstudyistoexaminetheimpactof
theuseofparallelcorporaonEFLstudents’writing,andstudents’perceptionsoftheuseofparallel
corporatoolsintheirwriting.First,theliteraturereviewoncorporauseinL2teachingandlearning
ispresentedfollowedbyadescriptionofthestudydesignandprocedures.Thefinalsectionspresent
adiscussionofthestudy’sfindingsandimplications.

LITERATURE REVIEW

data-driven Learning (ddL)
TheearlyintegrationofcorporainL2teachingandlearningbeganinthelate1980sattheUniversity
ofBirmingham.Johns(1986)encouragedhisstudentstoexplorecorporainanapproachhecalled
“data-drivenlearning”(DDL).InDDL,studentsareexposedtodataandencouragedtoexploreand
investigatelinguisticpatternsandrulesusingconcordancelines.Johns(1991,p.2)arguedthat“the
languagelearnerisalso,essentially,aresearchworkerwhoselearningneedstobedrivenbyaccess
tolinguisticdata.”

Sincethen,corporahavebecomeavaluableresourceinthefieldofsecondlanguagepedagogy.
Römer(2006)suggests twoapproaches tousingcorpora inL2 teachingand learning:directand
indirectapproaches.Gabrielatos(2005)referredtotheseapproachesasthe“soft”and“hard”usesof
corpora,respectively,whereasBoulton(2010)usedtheterms“hands-off”and“hands-on.”

Thedirectorhands-onapproachinvolveslearnersdirectlyconsultingcorporainordertoexplore
and investigate the language themselves.This“corpus-aideddiscovery learning” isbeneficial to
students’languageabilities(Bernardini,2002,Römer,2006;Boulton&Tyne,2013;Cheng,2016;
Ying,2018;Quinn,2018;Liou,2019),especiallyinthatitenhanceslearners’autonomyandprovides
themwithopportunitiestotakechargeoftheirownlearning.ThedirectDDLapproachallowsstudents
totestvarioushypothesesbyexploringtheconcordancelines.Leeetal.(2015)suggestthatcorpus
usecancreateaninductivelearningenvironmentwherestudentsareabletoimprovetheirlearning
strategies,correctlypredictthemeaningofnewvocabulary,andexaminesyntacticpatternsinan
authenticcontext.Theycanconsultcorporatolearnaboutcollocates,fixedexpressions,syntactic
andsemanticrestriction,prosodyetc.

Manyresearchersbelievethatcorporaareavaluableresourcefor languagelearnersandcan
beusedasanalternativeorsupplement toconventionaldictionaries(Quinn,2018).However,as
notedbyseveralstudies,directapproachestousingcorporaalsoinvolveseveralchallenges(Dellar,
2003;Gabrielatos,2005;Boulton,2009;Boulton,2010;Boulton&Tyne,2013;Frankenberg-Garcia
2014;Godwin-Jones,2017).Thesestudiespointoutthatsomestudentsmayfinditdifficulttolearn
howtousecorporatools,workingwithcorpusdata,orknowinghowtointerpretthesedata.Thisis
especiallythecaseforlow-levellearners;therefore,manyarguethatDDLshouldbeusedonlywith
high-leveladvancedstudents,andthatlearnersshouldbetrainedextensivelybeforehandtoensure
effectiveintegrationofdirectDDL.

Indirect, hands-off approaches, in contrast to direct ones, integrate corpora in syllabus and
coursedesign tohelpeducatorsmakedecisionsaboutwhat to teachandwhen.Assuggestedby
Frankenberg-Garcia(2014,p.3),aftersometrainingincorpuslinguistics,instructorscancomplement
theirteachingwithmaterialderivedfromcorpora,meaningthatstudentswillcomeintocontactwith
corporaindirectly,“bymeansofcorpus-basedmaterialsandactivitiespreparedbytheirteacher.”
Intheindirectapproach,studentsdonotneedtolearnhowtouseconcordancingtools,which,as
mentioned,canbechallengingespeciallyforlower-levellearners.

Both DDL approaches have their benefits and drawbacks. In an attempt to compare the
effectivenessofthetwoapproaches,YoonandJo(2014)lookedattheirimpactonL2learners’
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