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ABSTRACT

ThisisanexploratoryDelphistudyinvestigatingprofoundlearning,theprofoundlearner,andprofound
living.Thestrengthof theDelphi technique is leveragingexpertise tounderstandanamorphous
problem,suchastheconceptofprofundityexploredinthisstudy.Theauthorscouldfindnoevidence
ofacomprehensiveresearchagendabeingconductedtounderstandprofoundlearningortheprofound
learner.Thoughtheremaybeiterationsof this topicbeinginvestigated, itseemssafetosaythat
profoundlearning,perse,isunderstudied.Thepurposeofthisexploratorystudywastodevelopan
initialconceptualandtheoreticalfoundationforprofundityspecificallyrelatedtoprofoundlearning,
theprofoundlearner,andprofoundliving.Seventhemeswereidentifiedforqualitiesofprofundity,six
themeswereidentifiedforqualitiesofprofoundlearning,eightthemeswereidentifiedforqualitiesof
aprofoundlearner,andsixthemeswereidentifiedforqualitiesofprofoundliving.Anearlierversion
ofthispaperwaspresentedattheAdultEducationResearchConference,June2018.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Whenfollowingthenewslately,itisraretohaveadaywhenthetopicof“fakenews”,thelatest
“tweet”,politicalcorrectness,orthevalueandvalidityofscienceisnotaprominentiteminUnited
States’politicaldiscourseand,inturn,thelargerglobalpublicsquare.Thisseemingunravelingof
respectfortheintegrityofknowledge,substance,andthesearchforunderstandingthreatensscience
butalsoacademicfreedomandthevalueoffreespeech.

Thereseemstobeacontinuingtrend,asPostman(2006)observed,towarda“descentintoavast
triviality”(p.6).Postmanwaswritinginthemid-1980’s.HeusedthecityofLasVegasmetaphorically,
asacitywithentertainmentasitspurpose,torepresentthelarger“spiritofacultureinwhichall
publicdiscourseincreasinglytakestheformofentertainment”(p.3).Henotedasimilartrendin
newsreporting.“Inanageoftelevision,theparagraphisbecomingthebasicunitofnewsinprint
media...Asothernewspapersjoininthetransformation”,hecontinued,“thetimecannotbefaroff
whenawardswillbegivenforthebestinvestigativesentence”(p.112).Heskeweredtelevisionand
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celebritynewsbysaying,“Andso,wemoverapidlyintoaninformationenvironmentwhichmay
rightlybecalledtrivialpursuit”(p.113).

Inthe1980’s,Postmanwasavoiceworryingaboutthedeleteriouseffectsoftelevision.Thirty
yearslater,theinternetisthepervasivecommunicationmediumdu jour.Postman’swarningaboutthe
movefromreadingtotelevisionseemstohavebeeneclipsedbythisevenmorepliable,decentralized,
andunaccountablemeansofspreadingandgatheringinformation.WhatCarr(2011)hascalledthe
“shallows”oftheinternetmaybeindicativeofatrendtowardabroaderculturalsuperficiality.

Carr(2011)pointedouttheperilsof“outsourcing”one’smemorytotheinternet.“Asouruseof
theWebmakesithardertolockinformationintoourbiologicalmemory”,Carrsaid,“we’reforcedto
relymoreandmoreontheNet’scapaciousandeasilysearchableartificialmemory,evenifitmakes
usshallowerthinkers”(p.194).Attentionspanisreducedbydependingprimarilyontheinternetand
soistheabilitytomakeconnectionsbetweenideas.“Whenweoutsourceourmemorytoamachine,
wealsooutsourceaveryimportantpartofourintellectandevenouridentity”(p.195),hewarns.

Readingbooks,incontrasttoskimmingtheinternetforanswerstoquestions,requiresthereader
toconceptualizewhat isnotwritten, justas listenersdidwith radiobefore television, imagining
charactersandsituations,andputtingthoughtstogetherthatdonoteasilyanswerquestionsasright
orwrong.WolfandBarzilla(2009),talkingaboutfindingthebestofbothprintanddigitalreading
whenteachingchildren,say“Untilsufficientproofenlargesthediscussion,webelievethatnothing
replacestheuniquecontributionsofprintliteracyforthedevelopmentofthefullpanoplyoftheslower,
constructive,cognitiveprocessesthatinvitechildrentocreatetheirownwholeworldsinwhatProust
calledthe‘readingsanctuary’”(p.37).Whetherpeoplearebecomingmorefrivolousandbanalin
theirsocialhabits,thereisevidencethattheinternetisshiftingindividualabilitytoconcentrateand
toreaddeeplyinthedirectionofsuperficiality.

Concurrently,bothK-12educationandhighereducationseemtoberelentlesslydrivenfromtheir
historicroleofpreparinglearnerstobenotonlyvocationallyprepared,butalsoresponsible,informed,
andthoughtfulcitizenswhoarereadytobematurethinkersandwisedecision-makers.Ononehand,
thereistheefficiencyofamoreexclusiveemphasisonjob-skilltrainingandtheWalmartization
(Alcorn,2014)ofhighereducation,combinedwithasimplistic,test-takingapproachtoK-12public
education.Ontheotherhand,thereisthemorechallenging,evocative,andtraditionalliberalarts
educationwhichmayseemaluxuryinaneraofbudget-cuttingbutislikelyneededtopreparestudents
foracomplex,quicklychanging,interconnected,andmulti-culturaleconomyandglobal-political
world.Eachofthesetrendssuggeststhat,fromasocietalperspective,emphasizingdeeper,more
substantivethought,intellectualdevelopment,andinterpersonalrelationshipsseemstimely.

PRoBLEM

Althoughprofundityhasbeenreferredtoinmanycontexts,fewscholarlyarticles,andvirtuallyno
research,theoreticaldevelopment,orscholarlydiscussionabouttheconceptofprofoundlearning
andnoneabouttheprofoundlearnerwerefound.Profundity,intheformofprofoundrelationships,
profoundexperiences,andprofoundbeauty,asexamples,hasbeenreferredtoinpopularpublications,
various media, and conversation, but rarely in academic literature. No evidence was found of a
comprehensiveresearchagendacurrentlybeingconductedtounderstandprofoundlearningorthe
profoundlearner.Thoughthereareiterationsofthistopicbeinginvestigated,itseemssafetosaythat
profoundlearning,per se,isunderstudied.

Existing,relatedadultorlifelonglearningtheoriestouchupontheideaofprofoundlearning,
butnonehasexploredorcapturedtheideaoressenceofthisconceptualapproach.Andragogy,for
example,popularizedbyMalcolmKnowlesinthelate1960’s,consistsofsixassumptionsaboutadult
learnersrelatedtoself-direction,self-concept,experience,readinesstolearn,problem-centeredness,
internalmotivation,andtheneedtoknow(Knowles,1978;Merriam&Bierema,2014).Andragogy
hasnotdevelopedintoafull-fledgedtheorythoughitcontinuestobeusedtofacilitatelearning.In
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