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Minilk Sub-City, Bahir Dar, Ethiopia
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ABSTRACT

Themainpurposeofthisstudywastoassesstheprevalence,causeandconsequencesofcorruption
in Dagawi Minilk Sub-City, Bahir Dar. Primary data were gathered from 103 employees using
questionnairesandfrom5keyinformantsthroughinterviews.Theresultsofthestudyconfirmedthat
corruptionformssuchasbribery,nepotismandfavoritism)arefrequentlyoccurringinthesub-city.
Lowpaymentscales,absenceofexemplaryleadership, lackofeffectivesupervisions, ineffective
institutionalaccountabilitywerethemajorcausesofcorruption.Embezzlementofpublicresources,
delayingindeliveringservices,loweringqualityofservice,worseningincomeinequalityundermines
thelegitimacyofthegovernmentwerealsoidentifiedasthemajoradverseconsequencesofcorruption.
Thisstudyrecommendsthatimprovinginstitutionalaccountability,increasingsalaryandselecting
exemplaryleadersisparamountimportant.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Since corruption exists in various forms involving different participants, there is no single
comprehensiveuniversallyaccepteddefinitionofit.Corruptionisanactofmalfeasancebygovernment
officialsforpersonalenrichmentswhileperformingtasksentrustedtothembythegeneralpublic
(Bardhan,1997).IntheviewofHammed(2018),corruptioncanbedefinedasdishonestorillegal
behaviorofgovernmentofficials.Publiccorruptioncanbedefinedasthemisuseofpublicofficefor
privategain.Misuse,ofcourse,typicallyinvolvesapplyingalegalstandard.Corruptiondefinedthis
waywouldcapture,forexample,thesaleofgovernmentpropertybygovernmentofficials,kickbacks
inpublicprocurement,briberyandembezzlementofgovernmentfunds(Svensson,2005).Itisanact
inwhichthepowerofpublicofficeisusedforpersonalgaininamannerthatcontravenestherules
ofthegame(Jain,2001).Themostpopulardefinition(WorldBank,1997)definedcorruptionasthe
abuseofpublicofficeforprivategains.Thistakesintoaccountthatcorruptionexistsinalldifferent
guiseslikee.g.bribery,trafficking,embezzlementandaswellpatronage.

Inthecontemporaryworld,corruptionisnotonlyoccurringindevelopingnationsbutalsoin
developedcountries.Corruptionaffectsalmostallpartsofsociety.Likeacancer,asarguedbyBenon
(2009),corruption“eatsintothecultural,politicalandeconomicfabricofsociety,anddestroysthe
functioningofvitalorgans”.According toWorldBank(2005),corruption is“thesinglegreatest
obstacletoeconomicandsocialdevelopment.Itunderminesdevelopmentbydistortingtheroleof
lawandweakeningtheinstitutionalfoundationonwhicheconomicgrowthdepends”.Liketerrorism,
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AIDS,andenvironmentaldegradation,corruptionisoneofthoseproblemsthathavenorespectfor
nationalboundaries(Manchin,2000).

Corruptionisneitherculturespecificnorsystembound.However,thepracticeofcorruption
ismorerampantincountrieswherethepublicinstitutionsandthelegalsystemareveryweakand
relativelyunderdeveloped.Withtheseattributes,mostofthedevelopingnationsaremorepronetoills
ofcorruptionmorethantheadvanceddevelopedcountries(Ogundiya,2009).Furthermore,according
toKaufmann(2003),corruptionisrecognizedasamajorobstacletosustaineddevelopmentandthe
creationofanenablingenvironmentforgoodgovernanceinAfrica.InalmostallAfricancountries,
corruption has become a common and routine element of the functioning of the administrative
machinery(Oliver&deSaradan,1999).AccordingtoHammed(2018),theunderdevelopmentof
Africaandthewidespreadpoliticalinstabilityinthecontinentareconnectedwiththehighrateof
corruptionasitspoliticians,leaders,andpublicservantsillegallycollectwealthusingpublicoffice
forprivategains.Ethiopiaisofnoexceptional.

Byunderstandingtheseverityofcorruption,manynationsandleadinginternationalorganizations
such as the World Bank, International Monetary fund, the African Union, the Organization for
EconomicCooperationandDevelopmentandmanyotherregionalandsub-regionalorganizations
havearticulatedanti-corruptionlaws,policies,actionplansandstrategiesandallthesehavebecome
thefoundationfortheinternationallegalregimeagainstcorruption.

Following this, Ethiopian government established an independent Federal Ethics and Anti-
CorruptionCommission(FEACC)onMay24,2001withtheaimofcombatingcorruptionthrough
investigation,prosecutionandprevention(FEACC,Proclamation235/2001).Besidestoestablishing
aspecializedanti-corruptionagency,Ethiopiaadoptedlaws,rulesofprocedures,revisedpenallaw
toincorporatedifferentactswhichconstitutecorruption,andratifiedinternationalanti-corruption
conventionsadoptedbytheUnitedNationsandtheAfricanUniontomentionsome.

STATEMENT oF THE PRoBLEM

Corruptionisauniversalproblemacrosstheworld.Itisathreattogoodgovernance,peace,political
stabilityandsocio-economicdevelopmentofanation.AccordingtotheWorldBankStudyconducted
inEthiopiafoundthatcorruptionisthemostchallengingproblemthatallhouseholdfaceafterpoverty
(WB,2005).AccordingtotheTesfaye(2007),duringtheprecedingregimes(ImperialandDergue)
corruptionissaidtohaveresultedinunderminingthelegitimacyofthegovernmentsandweakening
their structures, reducing productivity, hindering development, marginalizing poor, worsening
poverty,createsocialunrestandfinally,speeduptheirdownfall.Eventhough,corruptionisoneof
theburningissuesandimpedimentstogoodgovernanceandsustainabledevelopmentworldwide,
itismorecommonindevelopingcountriesthandevelopedones.Ethiopiaisoneofthedeveloping
countrieswheretheprevalenceofcorruptionhasbeenuncontrolled(Selamu,2010).Furthermore,
corruptionisrampantandatreattothecountry’sdevelopmentanddemocratizationprocess.Poor
governance,lackofaccountabilityandtransparency,lowlevelofdemocraticculture,lackofclear
regulationsandauthorizations,lowlevelofinstitutionalcontrol,andextremepovertyandinequality
wereidentifiedasmajorcausesofcorruptioninEthiopia(Megiso,2007).

Afterthecurrentgovernment,theEthiopianPeople’sRevolutionaryDemocraticFront(EPRDF)
cameintopowerdifferentmeasureshavebeentakentocontrolthepersistenceandfurtherescalation
ofcorruption.Inthisregard,theestablishmentofFederalEthicsandAnti-CorruptionCommission
(FEACC)wasoneofthemeasurestakenbythegovernmentthatwasestablishedasanindependent
governmentbodywiththeobjectiveofcombatingcorruptionthroughinvestigation,prosecutionand
prevention.TheFEACCopenedbranchofficesindifferentpartsofthecountryincludinginBahirDar
citytoservethepublicnearthegroundoftheproblem.DespiteoftheestablishmentsofFEACCand
itseffortsmadesofartowardscombatingcorruption,Shimelis(2005)hasidentifiedtheseriousness
oftheproblemofcorruptioninthecountry.
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