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ABSTRACT

Genderandgender-relatedissueshavethreatenedtodisrupttheperceivedcommunitydevelopmental
outcomescommunity-basedorganizations(CBOs)strivetoachieve.Thisisbecausewomenareviewed
as‘secondclass’citizensofmostpatriarchalAfricancommunities.TounderstandhowCBOsare
transformingtheuniquenessofwomenindevelopmentinGhana,afieldstudywasconductedwith
fifty-seven(57)CBOheadsandtwenty(20)headsofbeneficiarygroupstoinvestigatethegender
sensitivityofAdultEducation(AE)activitiesofCBOsintheAkuapemNorthDistrictandhowthese
activitieshelpinempoweringwomeninvariouscommunityactivities.Theissueofinclusionofwomen
inAEactivitiesbyCBOsisgenerallyagreedoninprincipleinthecommunities.Itwasagreedthe
AEactivitiesempoweredwomentohaveself-confidencetotakepartindevelopmentworkamong
others.RecommendationsarethatCBOpoliciestoensuregenderequityinAEactivitiesshouldbe
criticallylookedatandnecessarychangesbemadetoactivelyinvolvemorewomenincommunity
developmentandeducationwork.
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INTROdUCTION

Themainaimofeducationistohelpinsustaininganindividualandthecommunityasawhole.Humans
reallyneverstoplearningbecausenewideasandskillsindoingthingsandwaysofthinkingkeep
evolvingeverytimeandoneneedstoevolvetokeepuporbecomeobsolete.Manyoftheproblems
inoursocietiessuchasunderdevelopmentaretoaverylargeextentcausedbythelackofeducation
(OECD,2012).Anotheristhesideliningofthemain‘architects’ofoursocieties;women(Hafez,
2011).Governmentsofthedayhavenotfoundasolutiontothispertinentproblems;tryastheymay
sotheonusnowlieswithCommunity-BasedOrganizations(CBOs)whoarenottoodetachedfromthe
peopleasthegovernmentorothercivilorganizationtaskedwiththemandateofbringingdevelopment
tothecommunityare.CBOshavelongservedasanalternatemeansofeducatingcitizensandin
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particularindigenousgroups(Makoba,2002).Thisisverycrucialbecauseeducationisoneofthe
fundamentalfactorsofdevelopment.Indeed,nocountrycanattainsustainableeconomicdevelopment
withoutconsiderablyinvestingintheirhumancapital(OECD,2012).

CBOscanbedefinedasapublicorprivatenon-profitorganizationthatarerepresentativesofa
communityorasignificantsegmentofacommunity,andareengagedinmeetinghuman,educational,
environmental,orpublicsafetycommunityneed(Hussain,Khattak,&Khan,2008).CBOstherefore
refertoalltheorganizationsthataresituatedinthecommunity,establishedbycommunitymembers
withitsprimaryaimofimprovingthelivesofcommunitymembers.Fromtheabove,itwouldbe
appropriate to say that CBOs are mostly for non-profit, voluntary organizations that serve as a
supportgroupforcommunitydevelopment.StudieshaveshownthattheactivitiesofCBOsinrural
projectdevelopmenthavebeenseenasasignificantcomponentandasurewaytopromptcommunity
developmentwork(Abegunde,2009).Developmentorforthatmattercommunitydevelopmentas
referredtointhisarticleisamethodbywhichtheeffortsofthepeoplethemselvesareunitedwith
those of government authorities to improve the economic, social and cultural condition of their
communities,tointegratethesecommunitiesintothelifeofthenationandtoenablethemtocontribute
fullytonationalprogress(Weyers,2011).TheimpactsofCBOshavealsobeenseeninalltheareas
ofthecommunity.Prominentamongtheseareasarepolicymatters,healthcare,social,economicand
physicaldevelopmentofthecommunity(Adeokun,Adisa,&Oladoja,2006).

Inordertobeeffectiveandtoachievetheirgoalsandobjectives,theseCBOsengageinmostly
non-formaladulteducationactivities.AdultEducation(AE)ismainlyaimedatpreparingindividuals
forlifeandspecifically,withassistingthemleadamoresuccessfulandfulfillinglife.Insodoing
AEincreasestheircapacitytoimproveupontheirlivingconditions.Itisthereforenotsurprising
thatasheraldsofAdultEducation,thepurposeofCBOsasablystatedbyHussain,Khattak,and
Khan(2008)istostrategizeintheimplementationandmonitoringofdevelopmentalprogramsand
toprovidehelpwhereneededtocommunitymembers.Theyalsousuallyprovidefinancialservices
tohelpthecommunitysoastopositivelyaffectruralchange;thisistosayincreasethecapacityof
communitymemberstodevelop.CBOsplayveryimportantrolesinthecommunity.Theyusually
involvecommunitymembersdirectlyor indirectly in thevariouscommunitydevelopmentworks
they(CBOs)performsoastohelpmemberstaketheirowninitiativeanddevelopthemselves.They
conducttheirdaytodayactivitiesonthepremisethateveryonehastherightandfreedomtotake
control of their owndestinies and are entitled to take decisions that affect themselves and their
immediateenvironment(SINA,1986).

Genderandgender-relatedissueshowever,threatentodisrupttheperceivedoutcomestheseCBOs
strivetoachieve.Gendersimplyreferstothedifferentsocialrolesthatwomenandmenplay,and
thepowerrelationsbetweenthem(PopulationReferenceBureau,2002).Womenhavevitalrolesin
themanagementofcommunityresources,communitydevelopment,andthepassingdownofcritical
sustainabledevelopmentalinformationtotheyoungergeneration.Theirfullparticipationisessential
toachievedevelopmentatalllevelsinthecommunity.

Likeminoritygroupsthroughouttheworld,womeninthestronglypatriarchalruralcommunities
inmostpartsofAfricaareunabletotakecontrolovertheirownliveswhichhasrenderedthemhelpless
inmakingdecisionsthataffecttheirdevelopmentandthecommunityasawhole(WBGDG,2003).
ThesituationinGhanaisnodifferent(FAO,2013).Inordertobreakfreefromthisshacklesthat
holdthemdownandfulfilltheirrolesinsociety,womenmustovercomemanyobstacleswhichhave
beenbroughtuponthemselvesbytheirimmediatesociety,theoutsideworldandtoalesserextent,
theirowninferioritycomplexwhichhascomeaboutbecausemostwomenfeeltheyaretheproperty
ofmenandthateveniftheybecamesuccessfulinlife,itwasbecausetheyhadbeen‘given’thego
aheadtobesuccessfulbytheir‘powerful’malecounterparts(analyzedandinterpretedfromdata).

Thetrendofsideliningwomenindevelopmentalissueshashoweverlessenedduetotheadvocacy
ofwomenrightsallovertheworldandinterventionsforsustainabledevelopmenttargetedatwomen
(PopulationReferenceBureau,2002).CBOs,throughtheirengagementoftheirAEactivitieswith
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