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ABSTRACT

Thisstudyexaminedpre-serviceteachers’levelofaspirationtouseeducationaltechnologyexperience,
andlevelofaspirationtousedigitaltoolstoengagelearnersinclassactivitiesandtheirperformance
inaneducationaltechnologycourse.Thestudyadoptedtheresearchsurveydesignandwascarried
outwith261pre-serviceteachers.Theresultsrevealedthatthelevelofaspirationtouseexperience
fromeducationaltechnologycourseanddigitaltooltrainingwashigh.Theresultshowedasignificant
positiverelationshipofR=0.03betweenpre-serviceteachers’levelofaspirationtouseeducational
technologyexperienceandtheirperformance.Also,therewasapositiverelationshipofR=0.66
betweenprospectiveteachers’levelofaspirationtousedigitaltoolsandtheirperformance.Itwas,
therefore,recommendedthatpre-serviceteachersneedtobeencouragedwithadequateinstructional
facilitiestohavepositiveaspirationtousetechnologynowandinthefuture.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Themainaimofteachereducationprogrammesacrosstheglobeistoequipprospectiveteacherswith
requisiteskillsandcompetencestofunctioneffectivelyinfutureclassroomenvironments.Themodern
classroomsettingsareincreasinglybecomingtechnology-basedandtheuseofdigitaltoolsisatthe
thresholdofbecomingastrategicmediumtoengage21stcenturylearners,wholiveinmedia-saturated
environments.Educationaltechnologycoursesareincorporatedinteachereducationcurriculumin
ordertoensurethatpre-serviceteachersarewell-equippedwithrelevantskillstofunctioneffectivelyin
media-basedclassroomenvironments.Apparently,teachereducationprogrammesneedtoemphasise
traininginusingdigitaltoolsininstructionaldeliveryanddeploymentofexperiencegarneredfrom
educationaltechnologycoursestosolveeducationalproblemsnowandinthefuture.Afshari,Abu
Bakar,SuLuan,AbuSamah,andSayFooi(2009)affirmedthatatthepointwhentechnologywas
initiallyintroducedintoteachertrainingprogrammes,stakeholdersfocusedtheprocessofteaching
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about technology instead of training pre-service teachers to teach with technological tools. One
strategic factor that could hinder the full realisation of theobjectives of educational technology
coursesinteachereducationprogrammeistheprospectiveteachers’levelofaspiration.Therefore,
thisstudywascarriedout toexaminepre-service teachers’ levelofaspirationtouseeducational
technologyexperience,levelofaspirationtousedigitaltoolstoengagelearnersinclassactivities
andtheirperformanceinaneducationaltechnologycourse.

BACKGRoUND

Teachereducationcurriculumneedstoincorporateappropriateinstructionalcontentsthatwouldplace
studentsonasoundpedagogicalpedestal,tocopewiththeever-increasingchallengesofthemodern
schoolingsystem.Thus, teachertraininginstitutionsarerisinguptothechallengebyintegrating
educationaltechnologycoursesintothecurriculum,withaviewtoequippingpre-serviceteachers
withtechnologytoolkitstoengagelearnersinclassroomactivities.Educationaltechnologycourses
aredesignedtoensurethatpre-serviceteachersarenotonlytaughtwithtechnology,butalsoacquire
skillstopackageinstructionalcontentwiththeuseofdigitaltools.

It iswidely recognised that pre-service teachers across theworldneed tobe equippedwith
relevanttechnologyskillsandcompetences,whicharenowregardedasstrategiccomponentsofany
teachereducationprogramme.Prospectiveteachersareexpectedtobetrainedonhowtousedigital
toolsininstructionaldeliveryprocess,withaviewtoensuringthatnewgenerationofteachersare
abletomeetincreasingeducationalchallengesofthe21stCentury(Batane&Ngwako,2017).Not
onlymustthesepre-serviceteachersacquirecompetencesintechnologyuse,itisalsoimportantthat
theylearnhowtousedifferentdigitaltoolstodevelopinteractiveandengaginginstructionalcontents
toenhanceclassroomactivitiesatdifferentlevelsofeducation.Toaccomplishthis,stakeholdersin
teachereducationprogrammeneedtoincorporatearobusteducationaltechnologycontentthatwould
createinteractiveteaching-learningenvironmentsforfuturegenerationteachersandtheirstudents.

Overtheyears,manystudieshadfocusedontheneedtotrainprospectiveteachersonhowtouse
technologyandfactorsthathinderteachertechnologypreparationprogrammesincollegesofeducation
anduniversitiesacrosstheworld.Murley,Jukes,andStobaugh,(2013)affirmthatmoststudieson
pre-serviceteachers’useoftechnologyhaveconcentratedonexaminingtheimpactofeducational
technologycoursesonpre-serviceteachers’useoftechnologyintheirfutureclassroompractices.

MAIN FoCUS oF THE ARTICLE

Studiesrevealthatanimportantfactorinfluencingnewteachers’adoptionofcomputerandother
digitaltoolsinteaching-learningprocessisthequalityofpre-serviceteachers’technologyexperiences
included in their teacher education programmes (Agyei & Voogt, 2011). However, it remains
unclearwhethertheexperiencestudentsgainedfromeducationaltechnologycoursesandtheskills
inusingdigital toolshaveany impacton theirperformance in thecourseand future technology
use.Accordingtoresearchers,agapexistsbetweenwhatpre-serviceteachersexperienceintheir
educationaltechnologycoursesandhowtechnologyisutilisedinrealclassroomsettingtoengage
learners(Ottenbreit-Leftwich,Glazewski,Newby&Ertmer,2010).Hence,thereisaneedtoexamine
therelationshipbetweentheexperiencegainedineducationaltechnologyclassroominstructionand
performanceofprospectiveteachersinthecourse.

Issues, Controversies, Problems
MartinandLoomis(2014)assertthatitisnotsufficientthatteacherssimplyknowhowtoturnon
acomputerorcomputer-relateddevice;itisimperativethattheyacquirerelevantskillstopackage
instructionalcontentandunderstandtheappropriatetimetousetechnologytofacilitateclassroom
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