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ABSTRACT

Thisarticleprovidesabriefsummaryofthedevelopmentoftopic-relatedmultidimensionalreading
services inacademiclibraries inChina.Theauthorsmainlyintroducethemethodsandpractices
thatTongjiUniversityLibraryhasdevelopedfor this typeofservice.Theauthorsalsoincludea
briefingaboutamultidimensionalreadingserviceeventcalled“ReadingthecityJinling-theRed
Mansions”whichwashostedbyNanjingAgricultureUniversityLibraryin2017.Theoreticaland
practicalexplorationssuggestthatacademiclibrariescouldintegratemoreresourcesfromdifferent
areastopromoteadeeperunderstandingofreading,andtomakemorecontributionstoknowledge
transformationandinnovationinChina.
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1. INTRodUCTIoN

Readingisanimportantwaytoacquireknowledgeandgainwisdom.Itisalsoanimportantchannel
foracountrytodevelopits“culturalspirit”andinheritedcivilization.TheChinesepeoplehavea
traditionofreadingforthousandsofyears.Theyconsiderbooksasoneofthemostpreciousheritages,
andpassthistraditiontotheyoungergenerations.Currently,theChinesegovernmenttakesreading
asanimportantmeasuretobuildalearningsociety.Anationwidereadingcampaignwasinitiated
in2006withthegoalthateveryresidentwillreadintheirlifetime.NationwideReadinghasbeen
identifiedasanationaldevelopmentpolicy.Severalregulationshavealreadybeenmadeandlegislation
isbeingconsideredtoguaranteethecampaign’ssuccess(StateAdministrationofPress,Publication,
Radio,FilmandTelevision,2016).

Thisarticle,originallypublishedunderIGIGlobal’scopyrightonOctober11,2019willproceedwithpublicationasanOpenAccessarticle
startingonJanuary20,2021inthegoldOpenAccessjournal,InternationalJournalofLibraryandInformationServices(convertedtogold
OpenAccessJanuary1,2021),andwillbedistributedunderthetermsoftheCreativeCommonsAttributionLicense(http://creativecom-
mons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)whichpermitsunrestricteduse,distribution,andproductioninanymedium,providedtheauthoroftheoriginal

workandoriginalpublicationsourceareproperlycredited.
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Areadingserviceisatraditionalserviceprovidedbylibraries.Encouragedbythe“Nationwide
Reading”policy,traditionallibrariesrespondedtothispolicywithenthusiasm,andorganizedvarious
typesof readingactivities.TheLibrarySocietyofChinahas setup twocommittees topromote
nationwidereading:theGuidanceCommitteeforthePopularizationofScienceandReading,and
theReadingPromotionCommittee.

Librariesalsoactivelyextendtheconnotationofreading.Fan(2014)analyzedthebasictheory
ofreadingpromotionandthenewfunctionofreadingsothatallcitizens,includingthepeoplewith
readingdifficulties,canenjoyreading.ZhangandFan(2015)studiedhowChina’spubliclibraries
shouldprovidethereadingserviceforvisuallyimpairedreaders.Incomparison,Westernlibraries
goevenfurther.Robertson(2008)introducedahealthyreadingschemetotreatreaderswithmental
healthproblems.Usingbooksandreading,librariansmakelibrariesahealthyworkplacetoprovide
therapy-basedwellnessprograms(Tukhareli,2017).

Readers not only read on their own, they also interact with each other. Different reading
services,includingtheintroductionsofclassicbibliography,exhibitions,lectures(includingon-site),
performance(includingfilmandtelevisiondocumentary),arecombinedtogether.Besidesspontaneous
reading,librariansaretryingtoguidereaderstoreadaboutaspecifictopicanddiscusswhatthey
acquiredfromtheirreading.Readerscanattendshows,listentolectures,watchmovies,readclassic
literature,enjoymusic,andinteractwithfamousexpertsofthistopic.Thetraditionalpaperreadingor
electronicreadingevolvedintoanewreadingmodelcombiningsound,light,shape,andotherforms.
Thenewreadingmodeliscalledthe“topic-relatedmultidimensionalreadingservice.”

Chineseacademiclibrariesnowadaysaretryingtodevelopthetopic-relatedmultidimensional
readingservice.Inthiscontribution,weusedTongjiUniversityLibraryandNanjingAgricultural
UniversityLibraryastwocasestoillustratehowChineseacademiclibrariesprovidethisserviceto
itsreaders.Figure1showsthelocationofthetwolibraries.

Figure 1. Location of two libraries
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