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ABSTRACT

Knowledgeproductionandexchangecanenhancetheperformanceofagrifoodsupplychains(ASCs).
However,themechanismsthatfacilitateorimpedeknowledgeco-creationwithinASCshavenotyet
beenelucidated.Inthiswork,usingasystemsapproach,theauthorscomparetheknowledgesystemsin
twocountrieswithsimilarcharacteristicsbutalsomajordifferencesintheiragrifoodsectors:Italyand
Greece.InItaly,theanalysisindicatesadividedbutpluralisticsystem,whichfacilitatestheproduction
andenablestheexchangeofvarioustypesofknowledge.InGreece,thelackofcentralcoordination
leadstheinvolvedstakeholderstocreate,test,andsharenewformsofknowledge.Thesefindings,on
theonehand,revealtheabilityofinterrelatedactorstomutuallyproducecontext-specificknowledge
while,ontheotherhand,emphasisetheimportanceofcreatingknowledgespaceswithinASCs.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Insteadofothertypesofsupplyschemes,agrifoodsupplychains(ASCs)arecharacterisedbyahigher
interdependencyamongactors(FritzandSchiefer,2008),ahigherdegreeofbusinessrisk(Sporleder
andWu,2006),andbyoligopsonymarketstructures(Perekhozhuketal.,2015)whichcreatean
imbalanceofpowerbetweenactors(Isakson,2014).Moreover,theircomplexity,emergingfromthe
extremelylargenumberofinvolvedactors(Clapp,2014)andtherelianceofagriculturalproduction
onvariousexternalconditions–suchastheclimatechange(ConceiçãoandMendoza,2009),the
volatileenergyprices(ClappandHelleiner,2012),andthequalityandquantityofnaturalresources
(Thrupp,2000)–raisesconcernsoverthefuturesustainabilityoffoodsystems.

Tocopewith this complicatedandchallengingenvironment, all the involvedactorshave to
constantlyenhancetheirknowledgepotentialanddevelopcompetenciestofacetherapid,andoften
extreme,changesinthefoodsector.Nationalandinternationalbodiesemphasisetheneedtosupport
theabilityofASCstoproducenew,validandreliableformsofknowledge.Theacknowledgment
oftheneedtoconceptualiseandunfoldthewaysknowledgeisproduced,distributed,refinedand
usedwithinthecomplexweboftheagrifoodsectorhasledtoaveryactiveresearchstreamduring
the last years. Scholars in the field strive to understand the ways knowledge develops within a
systemofinterlinkedactors(Ingram,2018),theshiftsthatcanfacilitateknowledgeaccesswithin
thissystem(MtegaandNgoepe,2018),thestrategiesthatcanincreasethequalityandquantityof
knowledgeexchange(Chagwizaetal.,2017),andtheeffectivenessofdifferentinterventionsaimed
at amplifying the potential of knowledge creation (Klerkx and Jansen, 2010). The present work
contributestothisstudyareabydealingwithknowledgesystemswiththepurposeofcomparing
twoEuropeanMediterraneancountries:GreeceandItaly.TheveryfragmentedstructureofASCsin
thesecountriesraisesconcernsaboutfluidknowledgeevolutionandcirculation,and,consequently,
innovationadoption.

The importanceof this researchagenda isclearlystressed in recentdocumentsofEuropean
ruralpolicies:

• Inthepoint7oftheCorkDeclaration2.0(EuropeanCommission,2016)itispositedthat“Rural
businesses,includingfarmersandforesters,ofalltypesandsizesmusthaveaccesstoappropriate
technology.[…]Strongerpolicyfocusonsocialinnovation,learning,education,advice,and
vocationaltrainingisessentialfordevelopingtheskillsneeded.Thisshouldbeaccompaniedby
thestrengtheningofpeer-to-peerexchange,networking,andcooperationamongstfarmersand
ruralentrepreneurs.Theneedsandcontributionsofruralareasshouldbeclearlyreflectedinthe
researchagendaintheEuropeanUnion”;

• Thedocument“TheFutureofFoodandFarming”(EuropeanCommission,2017)denouncesthat
“sound,relevantandnewknowledgeisreallypatchyaroundtheUnion”(p.13).

Previousdocumentsaddressnewcomplexitiesintheknowledgecirculationwhichhavenotbeen
interceptedbythetraditionalapproachestoknowledgemanagement.Byremovingtraditional,top-
downandlinearapproaches,whereknowledgeisconceptualisedasaproduct,theaimofthepaperis
toputforwardanalternativeviewofknowledgeproductionastheoutputoftherelationshipsamong
actorsmutuallyproducingcontext-specificknowledge.

Thearticleisarticulatedasfollows.Thefollowingsectionsummarisestheparadigmshiftfrom
linearknowledge“transfer”tothemutuallyproducedknowledgewithinasystemofinterconnected
actors.Thenextparagraphbrieflydescribes themethodologyofanalysis,while theconsecutive
sections are devoted to the presentation of the two case-studies (Greek and Italian). Some final
considerationsendthepaper.
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