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ABSTRACT

Intheeraofglobalurbanization,migrationphenomena—particularlyurban-to-urbanmigration—is
oneof thekeydriversofurbandevelopment.Thishas led toahigherdemand for spatial-social
and spatial-economic activities, tremendously spurring the changes in demographic, size, and
urbansocio-economics.However,manyresearchersagreethatthisphenomenonisquitedifficult
tounderstand,particularlydestinationchoices,duetocomplexityinmigrationbehavioralfactors.
Inspiredbythis,thisarticleattemptstodemonstratethecapabilityofthe‘MGPmodel’,theso-called
‘migrationpotentialmodel’—aGIS-basedmulticriteriadecisionanalysisapproach,whichincorporates
migrationdecision-selectivityfactors—forspatialmigrationmodellingintheKlangValley,Malaysia.
Empiricallytested,theMGPmodel,intendedtobeanadvancedapproachinmigrationanalysis,GIS,
andMCDAapplicationsthatprovidesurbanplannerswithinformationabouttheareasthatwillbe
thecentersofpotentialmigration,will lookat locationsandexpected levels.Finally, thisarticle
concludeswithadiscussionontheadvantagesoftheMGPmodel,particularlyforurbanplanning
purposesandsuggestionsforfurtherresearch.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Thestudyonhumanmobility,especiallyinternalmigration,isveryimportantaccordingtoitsrelevance
todevelopmentpolicy(Obudho,1994;Willis,2010;MohdFadzilandIshak,2011;MohdFadzil
andIshak,2014).Thisisbecausemigrationisoneofthekeydriversofurbangrowthandeconomic
developments.Inrecentyears,migrationtrendsandpatternshavebecomeincreasinglyimportant
asaresultofurbanizationdynamicsandsocioeconomicchanges(Greenwood,1997;Kloosetal.,
2010).Therefore,manydevelopingcountriesintheworldarefacinguncontrolledmigrationstreams.
InMalaysia,forexample,thepatternsofurban-urbanandurban-ruralmovementhavebeenrelatively
popularcomparedtorural-urban,manifestingintheimplementationofregionaldevelopmentpolicies
andstrategies,e.g.corridoreconomicregions,ruraltransformationpolicyinthecountry.Thesimilar
scenariohappenedinBrazil,wheretherewasanincreaseofmigrationflowtomedium-sizedtowns
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andheavierratesofreturnmigration(Kloosetal.,2010).Asaconsequence,migrationincreases
theissuesofurbansprawl,reclamationofagriculturalland,environmentaldegradationaswellas
potentiallytobringunmoralorunhealthylifestylestothedestination’ssocietysuchasdrugaddiction,
snatchthefts,freesex,obesity,etc.Inadditiontothis,manystudieshaveshownthatmigrationalso
increasesexposure todisease infections, transmissionsandspreading(Kloosetal.,2010).These
negativeimpactsareactuallyaddedtothestrainofashortageofhousing,urbanfacilities,social
services, traffic congestion, jobs or labor market, particularly in urban areas, and therefore, has
indicatedtheimportanceofmigrationstudiesinthedevelopmentplanningcontext-especiallyin
projectingmigrationconcentrationflowsasspatially-strategicinformationtoformulateintervention
strategiesandfutureurbandevelopmentpolicies.InMalaysia,onlyafewresearchershavefocused
onthisandthusmadethisshortfallunsolved(MohdFadzil,2010).

This inevitable spatial phenomenon is directly influenced by spatial-social and spatial-
economic factors (Mohd Fadzil, 2018a; Mohd Fadzil, 2018b) that bring a higher volume of
peopletocitiestopursuegreatopportunities,socialwell-being,andsatisfactioninlife(UNDP,
2009).Moreover,migrationisadynamicbehavior,buttheavailabledataisquitelimited(Plane
andRogerson,1994;Skeldon,1998;Caglar,2014),especiallyforurbanplanningpurposes.As
expressedearlier, thissituation leads todifficulties inplanningandmanagingurbangrowth,
especiallytofulfilwhatmigrantswantandthesametimetointerveneinwhattheyhavecreated.
Atthispoint,urbansectors-particularlyplanners-areobligatedtounderstandandestimatethe
migrationbehavior(oritsdistribution),eventhoughitisaverycomplextask(MohdFadziland
Ishak,2011;PlaneandRogerson,1994;MohdFadzil,2018a).

Dealingwiththisissue,MohdFadzil(2018a)hasdevelopedamigrationpotentialmodel,the
so-calledMGPmodel.Thismodelincorporatedmigrationdecision-selectivityfactorstoidentifythe
migrationdecision-selectivity(destinationchoices)withincities.Further,itisanalternativeapproach
forgeneratingusefulinformationaboutmigrationbehaviorthatreliesonurbanplanningpurposes.
Hence,thispaperattemptstodemonstratethecapabilityoftheMGPmodelforspatialmodellingthe
distributionofmigrationintheKlangValley,Malaysia.

DeVeLoPMeNT AND MIGRATIoN DeCISIoN-SeLeCTIVITy

Humanmobility,particularlymigrationbehavior,isbecomingthecross-cuttingissueofdevelopment
notonlyinrelationtoimprovingaccesstogoodsandopportunitiesbutalsointermsofpursuingsocial
well-beingandsatisfactioninlife(MohdFadzil,2017;MohdFadzil,2018b;UnitedNations,2012).
ThissituationhascalledtheUNDP(2009)toputforwardmigrationasoneoftheforemostissuesin
urbandevelopmentglobally.Ergo,nodoubt,migrationisapartofurbandevelopment(Guest,1994;
MohdFadzilandIshak,2011),wherebothbecomeatiedcomponentofurbanization,andneitherof
whichshouldbeneglected.Asdevelopmentincreases,migrationpatternsarealsoexpectedtoshift
inthisdirectionbutareunlikelytodecreaseinvolume(Skeldon,2010).Alltheworldseemstobe
onthemoveforsomereason(ShellerandUrry,2006).Thiswouldincludeinternationalstudents,
holidaymakers,businesspeople,sportsstars,expatriates,membersofdiasporas,refugees,backpackers,
youngmobileprofessionals,andnotexcludepublicpeople,nationallyandglobally.Thishasfilled
the world with airports, buses, ships, and trains, as well as information and telecommunication
technologiestoaccommodateandfacilitatethosemovingacrosscitiesorregions.Subsequently,the
areaschangetremendouslyintourbanizedstockandamoredevelopedurbaninfrastructure.IOM
(2017)heightenedtheimportanceofmigrationintheeraofknowledgeandinformationoverload,
sinceithasinfluencedtherolesofpolicymakers,practitioners,researchers,studentsandthegeneral
publictopromoteabalancedunderstandingofmigration’sdynamics,complexitiesanditsimpact
onworlddevelopment.Tothisextent,migration,especiallyinternalmigration,becomestheagent
ofurbanizationanddemographicchangesaswellassocietallife(UNDP,2009;Kuschminderetal.,
2018;MohdFadzil,2018b).
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