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Abstract

The institute SISU (Swedish Institute for Systems Development) was formed by

the Swedish govermnet in 1984 based on the support of more than 20 organisations

in business, industry and in the civic sector. SISU operated during 1985 to 2000. In

this chapter we reflect on our experiences from this initiative to technology transfer

in Sweden in the field of information systems development tools and methods. We

are concerned with transfer of knowledge as well as of technical prototypes from
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academic research to product development, exploitation, and practical use in

organisations. We reflect over a number of collaborative projects, national as well

as EU-supported, initiated by SISU. We describe, firstly, which were the main

‘‘products’’ of technology transfer, and, secondly, which are the main factors that

influence (or hinder) the success of a technology transfer initiative of this kind. The

purpose of writing this chapter is to contribute to the experiences of the European

Commission of successful technology transfer activities in Europe.

Introduction

Sweden’s first university department in information systems was established
in 1966. Research on methods and tools for information systems develop-
ment started almost immediately, primarily by the research groups CADIS
and ISAC. Research as well as publication activities of these and other
groups during the seventies has been extensively described in the 40th
anniversary book, published by the department (Bubenko, Jansson, Koller,
Ohlin, & Yngström, 2006). University research in Sweden started to grow
during the seventies. Several persons in organisations in business, industry as
well as in the public sector showed a considerable interest in this research. In
the early eighties the situation had matured so much that a question could be
formulated: can knowledge and technology transfer from university research
to practical application be somehow facilitated and enhanced?

In this chapter we reflect on our experiences from an initiative to technology
transfer in the field of information systems in Sweden. We are concerned with
transfer of knowledge as well as of technical prototypes from academic
research to product development, exploitation, and practical use in organisa-
tions. Our experiences emanate from our work in SISU – the Swedish Institute
for Systems Development. SISU was formed in 1984 and existed until the end
of 2000. In this chapter we wish to describe, firstly, which are the main
‘‘products’’ of technology transfer, and, secondly, which are the main factors
that influence (or hinder) the success of a technology transfer initiative.

Background

SISU was formed in 1984 as a result of an initiative by SYSLAB (the SYStems
development LABoratory at the department of computer and systems science,

332 Bubenko & Lindencrona

Copyright E 2008, IGI Global. Copying or distributing in print or electronic forms without written

permission of IGI Global is prohibited.



 

 

16 more pages are available in the full version of this document,

which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the

publisher's webpage: www.igi-global.com/chapter/experiences-

technology-transfer-initiatives-sisu/23422

Related Content

Structural Relationship Between Environmental Uncertainty, Organizational

Agility, and Business Performance in SMMEs
Donghyuk Joand Yong-Sun Seo (2022). International Journal of Software Innovation (pp.

1-12).

www.irma-international.org/article/structural-relationship-between-environmental-uncertainty-

organizational-agility-and-business-performance-in-smmes/304879

Knowledge Management and Organizational Performance in the Egyptian

Software Firms
Ahmed Seleimand Omar Khalil (2009). Software Applications: Concepts, Methodologies,

Tools, and Applications  (pp. 2614-2644).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/knowledge-management-organizational-performance-

egyptian/29525

Temporal Join with Hilbert Curve Mapping and Adaptive Buffer Management
Jaime Raigozaand Junping Sun (2014). International Journal of Software Innovation (pp.

1-19).

www.irma-international.org/article/temporal-join-with-hilbert-curve-mapping-and-adaptive-buffer-

management/119987

Conclusions and Recommendations for Further Research of Large-Scale Fuzzy

Interconnected Control Systems
 (2017). Large-Scale Fuzzy Interconnected Control Systems Design and Analysis (pp.

213-218).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/conclusions-and-recommendations-for-further-research-of-large-

scale-fuzzy-interconnected-control-systems/181993

Linking Natural Modeling to Techno-centric Modeling for the Active Involvement

of Process Participants in Business Process Design
Stefan Oppland Nancy Alexopoulou (2016). International Journal of Information System

Modeling and Design (pp. 1-30).

www.irma-international.org/article/linking-natural-modeling-to-techno-centric-modeling-for-the-active-

involvement-of-process-participants-in-business-process-design/162694

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/experiences-technology-transfer-initiatives-sisu/23422
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/experiences-technology-transfer-initiatives-sisu/23422
http://www.irma-international.org/article/structural-relationship-between-environmental-uncertainty-organizational-agility-and-business-performance-in-smmes/304879
http://www.irma-international.org/article/structural-relationship-between-environmental-uncertainty-organizational-agility-and-business-performance-in-smmes/304879
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/knowledge-management-organizational-performance-egyptian/29525
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/knowledge-management-organizational-performance-egyptian/29525
http://www.irma-international.org/article/temporal-join-with-hilbert-curve-mapping-and-adaptive-buffer-management/119987
http://www.irma-international.org/article/temporal-join-with-hilbert-curve-mapping-and-adaptive-buffer-management/119987
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/conclusions-and-recommendations-for-further-research-of-large-scale-fuzzy-interconnected-control-systems/181993
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/conclusions-and-recommendations-for-further-research-of-large-scale-fuzzy-interconnected-control-systems/181993
http://www.irma-international.org/article/linking-natural-modeling-to-techno-centric-modeling-for-the-active-involvement-of-process-participants-in-business-process-design/162694
http://www.irma-international.org/article/linking-natural-modeling-to-techno-centric-modeling-for-the-active-involvement-of-process-participants-in-business-process-design/162694

