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ABSTRACT

Nepalishighlyvulnerabletomanydisastersandsubstantiallyincreasingeveryyear.It
hasbeencreatinganadverseimpactonhumanlives,livelihoods,andinfrastructures.
Theprimaryobjectiveofthisstudyistostatethehumancausalitiesandeconomic
lossfromdisastersinNepalandsuggestinstitutionalandsystemreformsforeffective
disasterriskmanagementinthecountry.Thisisananalyticalstudybasedonsecondary
data. Data published from various government and non-government organizations
areusedtoanalysethesituation.Althoughthefindingsofthestudyrevealthatthe
GovernmentofNepalhasbeencontinuouslycarryingoutmanyeffortsforfighting
againstvariouslevelsofdisastersinthecountry,itconcludesthatadditionalefforts
areneededfromthefederal to thelocal levelatallphasesofdisastermanagement
including preparedness, response, and recovery. It is also important to integrate
disasterriskreductionandclimatechangeadaptationpolicies,plansandprogrammes
intonationaldevelopment.

KEywoRDS
Act, Disaster, Loss, Mainstreaming, Management, Risk



International Journal of Disaster Response and Emergency Management
Volume 2 • Issue 1 • January-June 2019

2

INTRoDUCTIoN

Daybydaytheworldisbecominghighpronetothenaturalandman-madedisasters
like flood, landslide, earthquake, tsunami, fire, storm, hailstorm, epidemics, cold
wave,hotwave,drought,wildanimalattack,thunder,accidentetc.intermsofboth
thefrequencyandrelateddamagesandlosses.Themainfactorsofthistrendarethe
globalgrowthofwealth andpopulation;urbanisation involvinga concentrationof
population,assetsandeconomicactivity;expansionofcitiesontomarginallandswith
higherexposuretodisasterrisk;anthropogenicchangeoftheenvironment;andbetter
historicalandstatisticalcoverageofdisastersituations(Zenklusen,2007).

Conventionallytherearethreetypesofdisasterlosses(1)directlosses,(2)indirect
losses,and(3)secondaryeffects(Charlotte,2012).Directlossesarelossofhuman
lifeandinjuryandphysicaldamagetoproductiveandsocialassets.Indirectlossesare
disruptionstotheflowofgoodsandservicesstemmingfromthesedirectstocklosses.
Secondaryeffectsaretheimpactsonsocio-economicimbalancesandthefunctioning
andperformanceofaneconomy.

Regardingthemacroeconomicconsequencesofadisaster,socialscientistshave
forwarded two contrasting hypotheses in economic literature. The hypotheses are
completelyoppositetoeachother.Onegroupargueabouttheadverseimpact.They
believe that disasters destroy existingproductive and social capital.Disasters also
reducestocksofhumancapitalbyresultinginfatalities,long-termhealthproblems
andthewithdrawalofchildrenfromeducation.Investmentintheeconomydecreases.
Employment slows down and the economy forced to grow with lower growth
(Zenklusen,2007;Charlotte,2012;Luis,2016).

Ontheotherhand,anothergroupbelievethatdisasterswouldhavepositiveimpact
intheeconomy.Disastersgenerateconstruction-ledboomsandofferanopportunityto
upgradecapital,raisingfactorproductivityandcompetitiveness.Massiveinvestment
takes place in the economy. There will have high employment generation and
improvementinlabourmarket.Asaresult,growthratestimulatesandinturnreduce
poverty(Zenklusen,2007;Charlotte,2012;Luis,2016).

Disastershavealsoshortandlongrundistributiveimpactsbothintermsofcreating
regionalinequalitiesandadverseeffectonvulnerablegroups.Unaffectedregionsmay
benefitfromariseindemandforconstructionworkers,capitalgoodsandconsumables
from the disaster zone. Producers in these areas may also gain additional market.
Women,children,theelderly,thedisabledandminoritygroupssuffermostly.They
generallytrappedinpoverty(Zenklusen,2007).

However,longer-termimpactsonregionalinequalitiesandvulnerablegroupsalso
dependonthegovernment’sreliefandrecoveryprogrammesincludingreconstruction.
Ifthegovernmentallocatesignificantcapitalinvestmentoveraperiodoflongerterm
totheseefforts,problemsmaybenormalized.
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