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ABSTRACT

Nigeria-based Christian bodies have over the years politically acclimatized, secularizing and commod-
itizing their activities and discourse. This is reflected in their communications which most often tap into
controversial sources such as politics and power. In effect, the two phenomena of politics and power today
represent dominant themes and forms of baits in religious persuasive communications. A case in point
is the Christian advertising discourse that, in many complex ways, often deploys the concept of power,
sometimes with political undertones. Using semiotics and the content analysis of a corpus of over 500
advertising copies generated by 50 different charismatic churches based in four South-Eastern Nigerian
cities, this chapter critically examines the various ways in which the concept of (socio-political) power
is used in advertising messages designed by Nigerian Christian organizations. The study also examines
how this concept of power is used outside the spiritual realm in a bid to promise various forms of politi-
cal and economic prosperity to gullible Nigerian masses.

INTRODUCTION

Nigeria-based Christian denominations have proffered and propagated various — and sometimes varying
—narratives that translate their liturgies or doctrines. Roughly speaking, these narratives have principally
revolved around the (divine) role they (must) play in engineering the general wellbeing of mankind.
Whether enunciated by historic churches or neo-Pentecostal vitalities, these narratives or messages have
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mostly been anchored in repentance, peace, freedom, salvation, healing, miracles and multifaceted pros-
perity among other ideals. In tandem with this, Nigeria-based Christian churches have been “spiritually
programmed” to preach repentance from sin and advocate peace as the main solution to war. Through
their sensational and/or craftily coined preaching, their sermons and Episcopal/sacral communications,
they have sought the freedom of mankind from sin and suffering as well as man’s salvation from what
is often called “spiritual death” or “second death”. The most popular and uncontroversial aspects of
these churches’ messages have been apolitical. This observation is not unconnected to the fact that an
aphorism — or rather highly problematized axiom — stipulates that politics and governance are no go
zones for the clergy. A similar and somehow complementary “dictum” claims that politics and religion
are — and will always be — incompatible. The two variables (politics and religion) are in some sense, cat
and dog. In line with the two aforementioned “wisdoms”, popular imaginations will expect the clergy
or “men of God” to essentially stay out of politics and to totally avoid such a variable (politics) in their
rhetoric and agendas. No doubt, Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe once posited that once the bishops
and other men of God “turn political, we [politicians] regard them as no longer spiritual entities and this
is quite a dangerous path they have chosen for themselves” (cited in Suite /01, 2007).

However, it has remained pertinent to explore how feasible or possible the two above mentioned
aphorisms can be. Rev Nyasako Ni Nku (the former Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Cameroon)
plainly questions this anti-politics axiom when he remarks that “you cannot preach without condemn-
ing what is wrong [...] especially when what is wrong is being perpetrated by the people in authority”
(quoted in Endong 2014, p.20). This could mean that political criticism or the politicization of Christian
communication may be a laudable accident or one of the unavoidable consequences of the act of being
loyal to the salvific or messianic mission of the Church.

While viewed as an accident by some observers, the act of exploring/taping into politics and power
is regarded as an obligation by a good number of Black African clergymen, church ideologues and
theologians. In an apparent humanistic way, the latter sets of church thinkers see this as an avenue to
“redress” or contribute to the redressing of the political apparatus of the country. They see involvement
in politics or the act of being politically committed as an avenue to ultimately secure a better governance.
In their thinking, such a political task or commitment can only be heroic and definitely beneficial to
the whole populace. This inclination towards liberation theology has often been visible or manifest in
tendencies by clergymen to use the pulpit in order to endorse particular politicians or government of-
ficials in whom they believe.

In countries like Nigeria, it has even become fashionable for “men of God”, irrespective of spiritual
orientations, to “flock with the big politicians”, especially in contexts where the two parties have com-
patible interests (Akpogena, 2012; Thejirika 2011). Still in Nigeria, religious leaders do not see them-
selves exclusively as spiritual pathfinders, but as God-sent machineries that can operate miracles from
the political realm to other sensitive spheres of the society. In tandem with this, churches (particularly
the charismatic ones), have assumed greater missions which go beyond mere spiritual nurturing of the
populace to engulf the vision of affecting the political architecture of the country. Many of them view
themselves not just as spiritual pathfinders and facilitators but equally as cardinal partners of govern-
ment in the socio-political development of the country. Some even consider themselves as constituting
a heavy spiritual force having serious political potential and being empowered to partially drive the
political campaign/efforts of crafty candidates, ahead of elections. Additionally, many of these churches
arguably claim to be divinely empowered to guide their members and the entire nation not only towards
national unity, peace and material prosperity but equally towards sociopolitical growth. In line with this,

372



24 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may
be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:
www.igi-global.com/chapter/the-concept-of-power-in-the-nigerian-religious-
discourse/227483

Related Content

Financial Literacy as Strategy for Enhancing Financial Inclusion of Small Entrepreneurs
Neeta Baporikar (2021). International Journal of Public Sociology and Sociotherapy (pp. 1-14).
www.irma-international.org/article/financial-literacy-as-strategy-for-enhancing-financial-inclusion-of-small-

entrepreneurs/280477

The Wisconsin Spring Revisited

James Jorstadand Cecilia G. Manrique (2015). International Journal of Civic Engagement and Social
Change (pp. 52-56).

www.irma-international.org/article/the-wisconsin-spring-revisited/146230

The Paradox of Self in the Imagination of Goa Trance: The Dance-Floor

Sara Constancaand Emilia Simé&o (2015). Exploring Psychedelic Trance and Electronic Dance Music in
Modern Culture (pp. 234-259).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-paradox-of-self-in-the-imagination-of-goa-trance/134682

Approaches on Redesigning Entrepreneurship Education

Mallika Sankar, Angel Sophanand Joseph Varghese Kureethara (2023). Context, Policy, and Practices in
Indigenous and Cultural Entrepreneurship (pp. 74-92).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/approaches-on-redesigning-entrepreneurship-education/322943

Professional Ethics in Tour Guiding: Issues, Challenges, and Policies

Burak Dz (2025). Modern Social Challenges Impacting Tourism: Ethics, Societal Disruption, and Intimacy
(pp. 55-80).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/professional-ethics-in-tour-guiding/371971



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/the-concept-of-power-in-the-nigerian-religious-discourse/227483
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/the-concept-of-power-in-the-nigerian-religious-discourse/227483
http://www.irma-international.org/article/financial-literacy-as-strategy-for-enhancing-financial-inclusion-of-small-entrepreneurs/280477
http://www.irma-international.org/article/financial-literacy-as-strategy-for-enhancing-financial-inclusion-of-small-entrepreneurs/280477
http://www.irma-international.org/article/the-wisconsin-spring-revisited/146230
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-paradox-of-self-in-the-imagination-of-goa-trance/134682
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/approaches-on-redesigning-entrepreneurship-education/322943
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/professional-ethics-in-tour-guiding/371971

