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ABSTRACT

Practically, crosswalk analyses in education may be used to identify gaps for decision 
making and program planning, enable cross-system comparisons, promote cross-
disciplinary work, and others. Often, crosswalk analyses require the expertise of a 
cross-disciplinary and/or distributed team. Setting up a crosswalk analysis on an 
online survey platform stands to benefit this collaborative work in ways that are 
more powerful than a co-edited shared online file. This chapter describes some 
ways to set up education-based crosswalk analyses on an online survey platform 
and highlights some online survey features that can enhance this work.

INTRODUCTION

“Crosswalk analyses” are a fairly modern analytics approach which maps the granular 
elements of one system with those of another. One common approach is to map one 
database schema to that of another, so the data from both databases can be melded 
and somewhat interchanged. Outside of database administration, though, crosswalk 
analyses are used in a more loosely coupled way to map one system to another 
laterally (in one direction), and these may include schemas, ontologies, taxonomies, 
frameworks, standards, compliance criteria, performance criteria, datasets (including 
structured and semi-structured data), and others.

Setting Up Education-Based 
“Crosswalk Analyses” on an 

Online Survey Platform
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Setting Up Education-Based “Crosswalk Analyses”

A “crosswalk analysis” bridges between at least two systems to identify 
commonalities and differences (comparisons and contrasts) between them, in order 
to enable integration of datasets, programmatic gaps analyses, cross-disciplinary 
work, and other applications. The systems compared include a range of content types, 
including schemas, ontologies, taxonomies, frameworks, standards, compliance 
criteria, performance criteria, datasets, and others. Crosswalk analyses are considered 
efficient because they maintain the integrity of the compared systems—by keeping 
the terminology and phrasing verbatim—by showing connectivity at a basic unit level 
of analysis for each respective system. As such, they do not break down silos but 
connect “content silos” (Johnston, June 22, 2015). [Note: Such crosswalk analysis 
bridging can also occur more abstractly or at a higher level of abstraction, but for 
usability, the precision at the most granular units of analysis seem to be preferable. 
These have also been referred to as “equivalent elements” (“Schema crosswalk,” 
Sept. 28, 2018).] The innovation of this analytic technique is in the crosswalk, and the 
overlap between the systems is somewhat interpretive (and defined by the objectives 
of the crosswalk analysis). The crosswalk itself is partial and selective and does 
not include all potential overlaps between the two disparate systems. (Figure 1) Or, 
not all overlaps between two systems will likely be seen as relevant. This is not to 
suggest that some crosswalks may not be comprehensive, and in some cases, that 
level of detail may be required and often depicted in a crosswalk analysis matrix. 

Figure 1. A Venn diagram analogy to the crosswalk analysis
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