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ABSTRACT

This chapter covers three actual problems of the modern economy: immigration processes in developed
countries and their “economic effect,” current migration problems of Russian regions, as well as the
specifics of economic space structuring considering the overall impact of migration processes on the
territorial economy and the labour market. In the chapter, the assessment of the economic role of immi-
gration in developed countries is justified, economic effects of migration processes are established, the
analysis of the structure of the economic space of the modern state is conducted, regions of the Russian
Federation in line with migration problems and conceptual substantiation of formation mechanisms of
the Russian economic space are classified. The recommendations on the modernization of the Russian
migration policy related to the use of positive foreign experience are suggested as conclusions. The given
problem seems to be especially actual in the light of the strengthening of the latest migration processes,
connected with the crisis in the Ukraine.

INTRODUCTION

International migration of the population refers to the number of large-scale, global and increasingly
developing social processes of modernity. According to assessments of the International Organiza-
tion for Migration (IOM), five years ago the number and in recent years they are reaching the double
level. In recent decades, at the general background of intensification of cross-country human flows the
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concentration of migrants to developed countries has increased. For the last fifty years, the share of
these countries in the world number of migrants has increased from 40 up to 48%, while the share of
foreign origin residents in their population has increased from 3,4 up to 10,3% (Andrienko & Guriev,
2004). Developed states, “giving” to other countries only a small part of their population, are the larg-
est recipients of migrants. Therefore, immigration, understood in the broad sense of this word as the
inflow and “accumulation” of the population of foreign origin, has a much more important significance
for developed countries as compared to other migration flows: emigration of their citizens, return and
secondary migration of people from other countries.

The scale and sustainability of immigration determine the importance and the structural nature of its
role in the economy of the host societies. However, the economic consequences of immigration in devel-
oped countries are mixed. One can see in it a factor contributing both to employment and unemployment
increase of local population, the replenishment of the state Treasury and its overloading by additional
social expenditures, etc. On the one hand emphasizing the migration contribution to the increase in labor
resources and strengthening of innovative capacity, required for dynamic economic development, and,
on the other hand, its connection with strengthening of terrorist threats and ethnic conflicts, creating
social and political risks of economic agents’ activity, give to the discussion a particular acuteness. In the
world crisis conditions, when xenophobia is increasing, which is the subject of speculation for extrem-
ist and other anti-immigration minded political forces, public opinion towards immigrants is extremely
contradictory. According to the data of Eurobarometer, last year only 44% of respondents, residents of
EU, believed that immigration contributes to the development of their countries significantly, while
47% of people rejected this fact categorically. The significance and diversity of the modern role of im-
migration in economies of developed countries, the presence of different, occasionally diametrically
opposite assessments determine the relevance of its comprehensive and balanced analysis, and the need
for research to identify the positive experience, different approaches and activities of these states, aimed
at strengthening of the positive consequences of immigration and weakening of the negative ones.

Modern demographic situation in Russia is ambiguous and is characterized by the severity and
intensity, caused by preceding the development challenges of the age and sex structure, complexity of
movement types and the mode of reproduction of the country’s population. In recent years there has
been a significant increase in the number of supporters of the extreme pessimism theory concerning
the demographic processes in Russia. In the public consciousness the idea about the hopelessness of
the situation and the inability of the country’s transition to optimal demographic development is ac-
tively being formed. Some scientists consider that, on the one hand, it is necessary to accept the fact of
demographic degradation as something inevitable and unchangeable and, on the other hand, they rely
not on the growth and development of the internal demographic resources, but only on immigration.
Today Russia needs to take into account the positive “immigration experience” of developed countries
in order to build an intelligent policy of economic development of its subjects, considering the scale of
the country, population, ethnic peculiarities of its regions.

Lately the situation in southern regions of Russia, experiencing a huge influx of immigrants and
refugees from the South-East of the Ukraine, aggravated considerably. According to the Russian migra-
tion service, in Russia the number of refugees from the Ukraine is almost half a million. The United
Nations Organization names a smaller, but, in any case, a very impressive figure - 110 thousand. In the
Conception of long-term socio-economic development of the Russian Federation for the period up to
2020 an important role is given to the international migration of the population in reducing of labor
shortages and in the innovative development of the national economy. As the national studies show, mi-
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