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ABSTRACT

This chapter gives a vivid introduction of the topic selected by the investigator, its
terms are explained, and an overview of the methodology adopted for analyzing the
objectives framed for the research are also highlighted. The researcher has adopted
citation analysis as a technique for analyzing the doctoral dissertations, taken for
the study. Citation analysis leads to the measurement of productivity or progress of
a subject field and also in establishing the relationship of the authors, institutions,
etc. In the present study, a total of 44,522 citations were analyzed from 107 PhD
theses in law, which were collected from the legal educational institutions in Kerala.

INTRODUCTION

Citation analysis is a technique adopted to measure the extent of information
sources based on citations in dissertations or journal articles. It is one of the
important bibliometric techniques involving analysis of the references. Research is
an indispensable component for any discipline for the generation of new knowledge,
which coupled with skills lead to effective action. Citation analysis denotes the

DOI: 10.4018/978-1-5225-7125-4.ch009

Copyright © 2019, IGI Global. Copying or distributing in print or electronic forms without written permission of IGI Global is prohibited.



A Cito Analytical Study of Doctoral Theses in Legal Research

statistical analysis or mathematical analysis of references or citations appended at
the end of each article. Much useful information for location and identification of
existing and emerging knowledge of a discipline comes to the limelight through
analysis of both cited and citing papers. It can be used for identifying the core
journals and the characteristic features of a discipline such as authorship pattern,
bibliographical form, subject type, etc.

Citation is a universal practice. Citing or giving a reference to a document in
any learned presentation is the acknowledgement for intellectual debt received from
the author or authors. Citation enables the readers to identify, locate, understand
and decide whether the cited paper should be consulted or not. For this purpose,
the references should contain all the necessary information for easy access and
retrieval by the readers. They may be used to substantiate, explain or elaborate a
particular point. They may also be referred to contradict or negate the conclusion
of an already published work.

The results of high quality academic research written in the form of a report
are usually termed as Theses or Dissertation. The main characteristics of these
Theses are: they present details of Investigation/Research; they offer findings and
conclusions, and they are submitted to an overseeing Body. The Doctoral theses
which are products of research activity form an important source of information
studies of the citations and may be useful in the decision-making process of the
library regarding acquisition of reading materials and provision of better services
to the users. These doctoral theses are also important because apart from giving
the experimental evidence, it also records a thorough review of works that have
already been done in a particular field to show that the proposed work is not done
elsewhere. In this process, the researchers cite large number of documents in the
theses to establish their claim.

Studies of these citations may be useful in determining the acquisition of reading
materials more effectively. Cito analytical studies of doctoral theses have been
carried out in extensive numbers in India and abroad, in order to understand the
pattern of materials used by the scientists for their research purposes in different
disciplines. Citation analysis has been increasingly used in the study of scientific
and technological theses to provide qualitative data on their utility and relationship
that could be used in several ways. It is one of the important methods employed
in the identification of core journals in a particular subject field or for particular
scientific community. It is a technique of listing of references appended to articles
in significant periodicals and counting the frequency with which the periodicals
are cited. This method emphasizes the most profusely cited journals and it can be
taken to be the most desirable one in a library collection, for they are likely to be
frequently used.

197



23 more pages are available in the full version of this
document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"
button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/chapter/a-cito-analytical-study-of-doctoral-theses-

in-legal-research/214359

Related Content

Anatomy of Social Science Research Literature: A Scientometric Evaluation
of Global Productivity

K. C. Pandaand Bipin Bihari Sethi (2014). Collaboration in International and
Comparative Librarianship (pp. 329-337).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/anatomy-of-social-science-research-literature/103098

Institution Case Study: ThinkQuest Library
J. Walker (2014). Information Technology and Collection Management for Library
User Environments (pp. 252-254).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/institution-case-study/102377

National Library of Korea: South Korean Government-Run Digital Library-
RISS and KRIC

Ook Lee (2000). World Libraries on the Information Superhighway: Preparing for the
Challenges of the New Millennium (pp. 63-79).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/national-library-korea/31490

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes in Distance Education

Vicki L. Gregory (2013). Advancing Library Education: Technological Innovation and
Instructional Design (pp. 172-182).
www.irma-international.org/chapter/assessment-of-student-learning-outcomes-in-distance-
education/88895

Shaping the Librarian’s Library: Collecting to Support LIS Education and
Practice

Susan E. Searing (2013). Library Collection Development for Professional Programs:
Trends and Best Practices (pp. 88-111).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/shaping-librarian-library/67935



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/a-cito-analytical-study-of-doctoral-theses-in-legal-research/214359
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/a-cito-analytical-study-of-doctoral-theses-in-legal-research/214359
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/a-cito-analytical-study-of-doctoral-theses-in-legal-research/214359
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/anatomy-of-social-science-research-literature/103098
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/institution-case-study/102377
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/national-library-korea/31490
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/assessment-of-student-learning-outcomes-in-distance-education/88895
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/assessment-of-student-learning-outcomes-in-distance-education/88895
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/shaping-librarian-library/67935

