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ABSTRACT

Because of the exponential growth of the internet and ICT, we, as promoters of education, should always
be aware of the changes that society is endorsing outside of the classroom. The student is no longer
the same introverted child that studied in the workbenches years ago. Today students belong to a time
with smartphones, tablets, and a wide range of new portable technologies. Today’s students are used to
seeking different forms and ways of motivation in and out of the classroom, and they want the teaching
and learning process to integrate with society and its latest technologies. The number of internet users
has increased tenfold from 1999 to 2014. The first billion was reached in 2005, the second billion in
2010, the third billion in 2014. This means access to the world wide web is increasing rapidly. In 2020,
the percentage will rise again, and consequently, an incredibly large number of people, youngsters and
adults, will have access to the internet. The slogan that drives the world today is anywhere... anytime!

INTRODUCTION

Education community knows stories regarding the way that education is going nowadays, specifically
concerning classroom environment and the way that educators teach. Here is one of my stories:

Imagine that a doctor from the middle of 19th century arrives today to an operating room in the hos-
pital. Well, would be incredibly desperate for him, how to deal with all the different technologies and
materials that exist, and of course, even if some technics are the same, the way that we use them should
be rather different. Now, imagine a teacher from the same century arriving at a normal daily classroom,
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the story could be different. Maybe in most of our schools, he doesn’t have any problem to fit... (Tadeu,
2017, personal story)

Where is the natural evolution that goes along with the society? Where are the necessary changes?

The process of teaching in the 21st century, unfortunately, did not change much regarding the society
changes, the example could be a little exaggerated, but the idea behind it is true.

The teaching and learning process had suffered several changes at times, but looking carefully at
what it is happening now, the feeling that we need a continued adaptation to the incredible speed that
changes our life. The technological advancements are playing very important role in our lives, and we
are getting addicted to them (Dailey Alerts, 2016), that’s why we to take a look to them and use the best
according to our needs.

The exponential growth of the internet and ICT, forces us, as promoters of education, to be always
aware of changes that society is introducing outside of the classroom. The student is no longer the same
introverted child that studied in the workbench of fifteen or twenty years ago, the adult is no longer the
same person closed at home, taking care of the daily life routines. Lifelong learning is here to promote
significant changes in the way we see education, the learning should not be restricted to a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity, instead, there should be opportunities for all by the necessary means. We are liv-
ing with smartphones, tablets, and a wide range of news portable technologies at our disposal, and we
should go along with this new era.

The old-fashioned notion of a three-stage approach to our working lives is ending. We used to divide
our work into three specific steps: education, work and retirement. Now the life expectancy is going up
(Hanowell, 2016), a huge number of people is adapting their lives to discover that they need more than
one job, each one with totally different roles, so they can live facing their daily needs (MindTools, 2017).

The way that we approach education should be different, not only for students but also for the adult
population. ICT, like all things, has good and negative aspects. We should pay attention to all these as-
pects, because it could keep a group of learners’ attention to misuse technology, for instance, the leisure
time activities, thus spend less time on learning and study. The role of the educator is essential in order to
keep the focus on what is important and to reveal the clear purpose of the ICT tools regarding education.

Lately, the majority of countries have been in crisis, which is being reflected in funding of some
areas, especially the field of education, when such drastic cuts are made, no area goes unscathed, in-
cluding education (Hull, 2010). Due to all this, there is an obvious pressure to increase the use of ICT
in education and to support freeware materials, they exist and are extent along the web, only need to be
gather and share in a common platform. Thus there are more reasons to support and to present different
ways that could be used to spread the information and create new and interesting materials for learners.

The European mobility is growing fast, the numbers of migrants participating in adult education have
increased intensely across some countries. The report from OECD (2015) was already pointing out these
two years ago, in the long-run, much will depend on how well successful asylum seekers are integrated.
This will require early and intensive efforts to provide language training, assess individual skills, provide
school access... There are real needs and demands of this group of learners that are completely different
Jfrom the natives. Therefore, it is necessary that education adapts to new environments by providing new
tools and programs according to the needs of all students. ICT has an important role in achieving this
goal. So these aspects push educators to seek different forms and ways of motivation, in and out of the
classroom, we need that the learning and teaching process to be aligned with the society and ICT changes.
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