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ABSTRACT

Thisarticledescribeshowclimatechangeinfluencesnatureandhumanlifeanditisthebasisfor
socialandeconomicdevelopment.Newsreportingonclimatechangemustaddressthechallengesin
thedeepersocialandeconomicdimensionsofsustainabledevelopment.Thenewscoverageofclimate
changeandsustainabilityissueshelpspeopletobetterunderstandtheconceptsandperspectivesof
environment.ThisarticleaimstoexaminehowdominantnewspapersinTamilNaduhaveframed
climatechangeandsustainabilityissues.Thisisdonebyanalyzingclimatechangearticles(N=120)
intwomainstreamnewspapers–TheHinduinEnglishandtheDailyThanthiinTamil.Climatechange
communicationinregionalnewspapersandlocalnewsstoriesmayincreasethepublic’sinterestand
knowledgelevelregardingclimatechangeandsustainabilityissues.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Sustainabledevelopment is agoal for thepresent and futuregenerations to achieveequal rights
andopportunitiesthathelpleadagoodhumanlife(Brundtland,1987).Itisalsoagoaltoraisethe
standardoflivingofthepoor.Thesocio-economic-environmentaldimensionsmustbeinbalanceto
attainsustainabledevelopment.Sustainabilityisunderstoodascontinuedgrowth;andestablishing
sustainabilityinpolicycirclesistheoutcomeofenormouscommunicativeeffortbykeydecision
makingandpolicyplanningforasuchastheWorldSummitonSustainableDevelopmentandthe
ConferenceofParties(COPs)onclimatechange(Miller&Dinan,2015).Sustainabledevelopmentis
theideaofprogress,andprogressisoneofthemostpowerfulnotionsinthemodernworld.Sustainable
developmentinvolveseconomicgrowth,environmentalconservation,socialjusticeandnotjustfor
themoment,butinpermanence(Dryzek,2005).

Climatechangeandsustainabledevelopmentareinterrelated.Climatechangeinfluencesnature
andhumanlifeanditisthebasisforsocialandeconomicdevelopment(IPCC,2007).Climatechange
isincludedasoneofthegoalsinthenewagendaforsustainabledevelopmentto‘takeurgentaction
tocombatclimatechangeanditsimpacts’(SustainableDevelopmentGoals,2015).Itisaserious
global environmental issue and it affects millions of people worldwide. According to the fifth
assessmentreportbytheIPCC(2014),“Continuedemissionofgreenhousegaseswillcausefurther
warmingandlong-lastingchangesinallcomponentsoftheclimatesystem,increasingthelikelihood
of severe, pervasive and irreversible impacts on people and ecosystems.” Rise in temperature,
changingprecipitationpatterns,risingsea-levelandmeltingglaciersaresomeoftheconsequences
ofclimatechange.Indevelopingcountries,poorandmarginalizedgroupsareworstaffectedbythe
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impactsofclimatechangesuchasdrought,floods,extremeweatherevents,shortageoffoodand
drinkingwater.IndiaisoneofthecountriesinAsiamostsusceptibletoclimatechange.Combating
climatechange toachievesustainabledevelopment isachallengeforsociety.Newsreportingon
climatechangemustaddressthechallengesposedinthedeepersocialandeconomicdimensionsof
sustainabledevelopment.Reportingneedsamulti-facetedapproach,inmakingpeopleunderstand
thecomplexityofclimatechange.Althoughfacts,figures,andrationalanalysisarenecessary,they
areinsufficientinpersuadingindividualsandcommunitiestoadoptmoreclimatefriendlylifestyles,
practicesanduseoftechnologies.SeniorjournalistG.Krishnan(2009)said,“reportersareoften
reluctanttoadmitthattheydonotunderstandthesubject;instead,theymerelyreproducethecontents
ofthepressreleasesorbriefings.”

Mediacoverageofclimatechangeandsustainabilityissueshelpthereaderbetterunderstandthe
conceptsandperspectivesofenvironment.TheU.N.COP21onclimatechangeheldinDecember
2015inParis,France,hadwidemediacoverage–beitonnewspaper,radio,televisionortheinternet.
Newspapershaveplayedanimportantroleindisseminatingclimatechangeandsustainabilityissues
discussedintheconference.Thetermssuchas‘climatechange’,‘globalwarming’and‘ElNino’
aregainingpopularityamongthepublic.Thisstudyaimstoanalyzetheframingofclimatechange
andsustainabilityissuesindominantnewspapersinTamilNadu.Theobjectivesofthestudyare:

• ToexaminehowclimatechangeandsustainabilityissuesarerepresentedinThe Hinduandthe
Daily Thanthinewspapers

• Toidentifymost/leastprominentframesinthesetwonewspapers
• Tofindoutthedifferencesinthecoverageofissuesbetweenthesetwonewspapers
• Toanalyzethewaystheissuesarerepresentedvisually.

NEwSPAPER FRAMING STUdIES

Thisstudyanalyzedthenewspapercoverageofclimatechangeandsustainabilityissuesfromthe
theoreticalperspectiveofframing.Framingisregardedasaprominentareaofresearchinanalyzing
thenewsproduction.AsmentionedbyEntman(1993),framinginvolvesselectionandsaliencei.e.
toselectsomeaspectsofaperceivedrealityandmakethemmoresalientinacommunicatingtext
insuchawayastopromoteaparticularproblemdefinition.Mostoftheresearchersusedframing
indiverseways.

Chettyetal.(2015)investigatedtheframingofclimatechangescienceinNewZealandnewspapers
usingcontentanalysisandfoundthatthePolitics,SocialProgress,andEconomicframesweremost
prominent incoverage.Moreemphasison thePolitics framewas in thecoverageofactionsand
commentsofworldleadersinrelationtotalksandnegotiationsatvariousinternationalpolicyevents.
Politiciansandworldleaderswereprimaryactorsaccountablefortheissuesandtosolvetheproblem.A
studybyDirikxandGelders(2009)examinedclimatechangeissuesinFrenchandDutchnewspapers.
TheConsequencesframewasfoundtobemostprominentfollowedbytheResponsibilityframe.Many
articlesmentiontheneedforurgentactions,refertopossiblesolutionsandsuggestthatgovernments
areresponsibleforand/orcapableofalleviatingproblems.AstudybyBoykoffandBoykoff(2007)
examinedclimatesciencecommunicationintheprintandtelevisionmediaintheUSfrom1988to
2004andfoundthatthenewsmediaplayakeyroleinshapingtheclimatechangeinformationandthe
increaseincoveragewasattributedtopoliticsthannaturescienceandclimatetalks.Calderónetal.
(2015)inSpanish-speakingonlinemediaduringCOP16(Cancun-2010)andCOP17(Durban-2011)
foundthattheprincipalsourceswerepoliticiansanditdiscussedthatthereexistsa‘nationalistic
domestication’andthatmediacoveragedoesnotrespondtolocalneeds.AccordingtoPompper(2004),
themainstreamnewspapersusedframesthatreliedheavilyongovernmentandindustrialsources
wherevoicesofthecommonpeopleweresuppressed.AstudybyKosterallaetal.(2013)foundthat
thereisreducedreliabilityintheGreekmediawithregardtothequalityofenvironmentalinformation.
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