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ABSTRACT

This chapter applies the ψ model to the United States of America. By assuming 
that the US is a ‘world-system,’ we can measure the economic efficiency of 
each state (and the District of Columbia). The model predicts an output floor 
based on the inputs of land and people as per-unit energy-equivalents. This 
expected output is then compared to the actual Gross State Product (GSP) as 
a per-unit energy-equivalent. States that are economically efficient register 
a positive residual, and hence a positive ψ score. However, given potential 
measurement inaccuracies, states with low negative scores are also added 
to this efficient tier.

INTRODUCTION

Figure 1 shows the ‘efficient’ US states in dark green. These states are 
considered ‘sinks’ in that they are able to absorb and accumulate capital. 
The rest (the ‘sources’) are shown in a (decreasing efficiency) gradient from 
light green to yellow, and finally dark red.

Table 1 provides the actual scores for the four tiers in Figure 1. A detailed 
analysis of the 50 states and the District of Columbia can be found in the 
appendix to this chapter.

The highest-ranking states are divided into two tiers, each having the same 
number of states (with the District of Columbia going to the first tier). 
According to the model, in 2015, there were only seven states with positive 
scores. However, there are another six states that received scores very close 
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to zero. States with ‘equilibrium’ band scores − ≤ ≤( )0 5 0 5. .ψ  were also 
added to this tier. The total number of states in this tier is 20. Note how most 
of these states are on the East Coast. The rest (California and Washington) 

Figure 1. A 2015 efficiency map of the US states; highest efficiency scores are in 
dark green.

Table 1. A breakdown of the four efficiency tiers in Figure 1
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