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Disparity between 
Boys and Girls:

Concerning Sports in Secondary 
Level Academic Institutions

ABSTRACT

Gender inequality is the most eminent issue that happens to women in many ways. 
Perceiving gender inequality and discriminatory treatment towards women has 
inspired and derived to do this study. The objectives of this study were to examine 
the interrelation between and among gender inequality, gender stereotyping, per-
ception - support of parents and teachers for girls’ sports in the secondary level 
academic institutions in Dhaka city, Bangladesh. Both qualitative and quantitative 
research methods have been implied in conducting this study. Findings are such that 
the socio-bio- cultural constrains influence the facilities, perceptions and participa-
tion of girls in sports. Education so as Sports is powerful agents of socialization 
and plays influential roles in the construction of masculinity and femininity also an 
influential factor of empowerment.

INTRODUCTION

Globalization has established tremendous changes in the global life style. The im-
pact of globalization has a cumulative socio political and economic reflection in the 
everyday life. This global reality has been contributing in improving relevant issues 
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in life and livelihood. Social advanced and conscious section of people is actively 
working to drive away the impediments relating to the fundamental elements of 
development. Huge numbers of organizations are working with the same objective 
around the world either nationally or internationally. Among those Gender inequality 
and discrepancies the most eminent issue. In this regard author has had an urge to 
find out and locate the principle disparity between boys and girls concerning sports 
in the secondary level academic institutions.

Today’s children are tomorrow’s leaders and resources of a nation. This is our 
moral responsibility to help them bloomed and fragmented in a sensible manner. 
Sports or physical education in this stage is very helpful and important to build up 
children in a healthy manner. But in most cases, more or less commonly people 
are unconscious and unaware about girls’ sports. Usually, boys are appreciated and 
promoted in sports actively while male plays the dominant role in sports sectors. 
As we know Gender is a socially constructed, multidimensional issue which is not 
mean to biological differences. Eventually, the respective role of parents, peers and 
the media are imperative in this regard especially in the area of sports. Sports are 
integral aspects of life and a vital issue in childhood and adolescence. Education 
is a powerful agent of socialization and plays influential role in the construction of 
personality. It could be the agents that break down the image and promote changes 
within the society. This is to focus the issues involved with gender and sports, and 
gives achievable implications to promote changes. Relation between Sports and 
gender refers to:

•	 Gender divide in sports interest and male domination.
•	 Sign of gender roles in sports.

Though the social learning theory has a psychological explanation regarding 
‘Gender socialization’ it also has a closed link with social upbringing of a child. 
Through social norms, peer, parents’ family and social institutions make a child of 
either sex to learn ‘Gender roles’ and play a vital role in Children’s Psyche. Social-
ization is the process by which children are supported to learn and aware about the 
appropriate behavior for their sex identity and relationship with the opposite sex. 
In a society children are linked into a set of formal and informal relations by which 
they learn their gender role. Even the social network is also important to involve a 
person over the life span. Children’s activities, achievements and attributes gained 
from social relationship in between and among the certain networks. These networks 
provide not only an immediate context for child activities and development but also 
a range of conduits to social resources, supports to societal institutions, values and 
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