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1. INTRODUCTION

Species are generally not randomly distributed. 
Plants and animals originate via evolution and this 
always happens in a geographically restricted area. 
Thus, it is not surprising that man has searched 
for patterns in these distributions, that is in the 
areas in which species are found. One means of 

finding these patterns is to examine if certain 
areas can be characterized by species which are 
in combination typical for the area. The resulting 
regions are called, in the case of plants, floristic 
or phytogeographical regions. Usually, a country/
continent is completely subdivided into these areas 
and these are mutually exclusive.

ABSTRACT

Two databases containing distribution data of species and specimens show that within Thailand prefer-
ably four floristic or phytogeographical regions can be discriminated (areas with a typical, unique and 
distinct plant composition): the Southern, Northern, Eastern and Central Region. They differ from the 
seven regions used at present in the Flora of Thailand Project. Modelling the effects of slight climate 
changes due to global warming shows that the floristic regions will be different in 2050. Not only will 
the areas differ, but the numbers of species per area will decrease dramatically, although species from 
outside Thailand may migrate into Thailand. Predictions contain a high degree of uncertainty, and 
they may never come true as they are strongly influenced by small, currently unpredictable effects. 
Nevertheless, the loss of biodiversity and its consequences for climate, economies, health, et cetera, are 
already becoming noticeable. Therefore, the protection and improvement of biodiversity should become 
the main focus of attention for all governments in the region.

K. Larsen
University of Aarhus, Denmark

S.S. Larsen
University of Aarhus, Denmark

I. Nielsen
University of Aarhus, Denmark

C. Meade
National University of Ireland, Ireland

D.J. Middleton
Scotland Royal Botanical Garden, UK

C.A. Pendry
Scotland Royal Botanical Garden, UK

A.M. Muasya
University of Cape Town, South Africa

N. Pattharahirantricin
Thailand Department of National Parks, 

Thailand

R. Pooma
Thailand Department of National Parks, 

Thailand

S. Suddee
Thailand Department of National Parks, 

Thailand

G.W. Staples
Singapore Botanic Gardens, Singapore

S. Sungkaew
Kasetsart University, Thailand

A. Teerawatananon
Thailand National Science Museum, Thailand



 

 

27 more pages are available in the full version of this document, which may

be purchased using the "Add to Cart" button on the publisher's webpage:

www.igi-global.com/chapter/current-future-status-floristic-provinces/53754

Related Content

Spatial Information Preparedness for Environmental Enforcement in the Maltese Islands
Saviour Formosa, Janice Formosa Paceand Elaine Sciberras (2013). International Journal of Agricultural

and Environmental Information Systems (pp. 1-17).

www.irma-international.org/article/spatial-information-preparedness-for-environmental-enforcement-in-the-maltese-

islands/97711

Image Features Based Intelligent Apple Disease Prediction System: Machine Learning Based

Apple Disease Prediction System
Mahvish Janand Hazik Ahmad (2020). International Journal of Agricultural and Environmental Information

Systems (pp. 31-47).

www.irma-international.org/article/image-features-based-intelligent-apple-disease-prediction-system/256989

Composite Identity of Things (CIDoT) on Permissioned Blockchain Network for Identity

Management of IoT Devices
Anang Hudaya Muhamad Amin, Fred N. Kiwanuka, Nabih T. J. Abdelmajid, Saif Hamad AlKaabiand Sultan

Khalid Abdulqader Rashed Ahli (2021). Role of IoT in Green Energy Systems (pp. 59-80).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/composite-identity-of-things-cidot-on-permissioned-blockchain-network-for-identity-

management-of-iot-devices/272390

Green Strategic Alignment: Aligning business Strategies with Sustainability Objectives
Hui-Ling Wangand Aditya K. Ghose (2011). Handbook of Research on Green ICT: Technology, Business

and Social Perspectives  (pp. 29-41).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/green-strategic-alignment/48417

Climate Change and Supply Chain Operations
Costas P. Pappis (2011). Climate Change, Supply Chain Management and Enterprise Adaptation:

Implications of Global Warming on the Economy  (pp. 93-126).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/climate-change-supply-chain-operations/46411

http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/current-future-status-floristic-provinces/53754
http://www.irma-international.org/article/spatial-information-preparedness-for-environmental-enforcement-in-the-maltese-islands/97711
http://www.irma-international.org/article/spatial-information-preparedness-for-environmental-enforcement-in-the-maltese-islands/97711
http://www.irma-international.org/article/image-features-based-intelligent-apple-disease-prediction-system/256989
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/composite-identity-of-things-cidot-on-permissioned-blockchain-network-for-identity-management-of-iot-devices/272390
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/composite-identity-of-things-cidot-on-permissioned-blockchain-network-for-identity-management-of-iot-devices/272390
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/green-strategic-alignment/48417
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/climate-change-supply-chain-operations/46411

