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Chapter X1V

FutureTrends

with
Chehrazade Aboukinane, Texas A&M University, USA

l!,!l@ Making Connections

In this book, so far, we have covered five major sections. Foundations of
Instructionand Learning at a Distance, Adult Learning Theory, Systematic
Instructional Design, Technology Knowledgeand Skills, and Administrative
Issues. We based the chapters in these sections on seminal and current
research, aswell aspractical applicationsin higher education and human
resource development. The final chapter of this book explores future
trends and directions in the field of distance education. We know that
technology continuesto increase in power while decreasing in cost, so it
is clear that the technological capabilities will change. But will adult
learning theory and instructional design principles also change? We
stressed that these fundamental principleswill remain constant and serve
as the foundation for effective instruction and learning, but who knows
what the future holds? What major changes will occur in the field of
distance education 10, 20, or even 50 years from now?
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When we paused to reflect on possible futures for the field of distance
education, wechoseto beginwithwhat other professional spredictedintheir
writings. Inan articlecreated for the Quarterly Review of Distance Educa-
tion, Wilson (2001) stated that technol ogiesarestill reflectionsof us:

Throughtechnol ogiesand new ideas, wearea waysinthe process of
re-inventing ourselves. Technol ogiesserveasmirrorsof our valuesand
aspirations, aswell asour weaknessesandintractableproblems. This
truth about technol ogiesunderscorestheimportanceof subjecting our
planstocontinuingscrutiny. Whenever possible, wewant our technologies
toreflect our best selvesand our highest ambitions(p. 12).

Withthisismind, weexplored both the educational changesand thetechno-
logical advancesthat will impactinstructing and learning at adistanceinthe
future.

Educational Trends

Educationischangingasaresult of distancelearning applicationsand practices.
Howell, Williams, and Lindsay (2003) conducted a literature review of
distance education journalsto compile alist of 32 trends that will impact
distancelearning. Thislist wasspecifictohigher educationbut can beapplied
toother settings. Thetrendswere clusteredinto student/enrollmentstrends,
faculty trends, academic trends, technology trends, economic trends, and
distancelearningtrends. Canyoumakealist, based onyour ownexperience,
of what someof the32trendsarelikely tobe?Incidentally, you might identify
sometrendsnot mentionedthat if youreviewed suchalist of trendsinfiveyears
or so, youcouldsay, “I toldyou so!” Toread thecompletearticletofind out
what others have predicted, check out the I nternet Connection on the next
page.

Howell, Williams, and Lindsay demonstratetheinterrel ationshipsof future
trendsthat will impact distance education. Good (1999) al so emphasized the
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