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ABSTRACT

Social sustainability has been less studied than its counterparts, economic and environmental
sustainability.Furthermore,socialsustainabilityhasnotbeenoftendiscussedwithinthedisciplineof
publichealth,andtherehasbeenverylittlediscussionaboutthepotentialimpactofneighbourhood
socialsustainabilityonhealthrelatedoutcomesaswellashealthinequities.Thispaperattemptstofill
thatgapbyignitingadiscussiononhowneighbourhoodsocialsustainabilitycanaffecthealthequity
inthecontextofhealthpromotionandsustainabledevelopment.Neighbourhoodsocialsustainability
throughurbanrenewalcancontributetothereductionofinequalitiesinhealthonlyiftheprocess
takes into account thehealth andwellbeingof themost disadvantagedgroups. In addition, it is
importantthatpublichealthresearchersbecomepartofthediscussiononhowneighbourhoodsocial
sustainabilitycancontributetopopulationhealthequity.
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1. INTRodUCTIoN

Although social sustainability has dominated the research agenda among various scholars and
policyavenuesitsdefinitionisstillamatterofongoingdebate.Inthispaper,socialsustainabilityis
understood,usingthedefinitionprovidedbyPoleseandStren,asthe“economic(development)and
social(civilsociety,culturaldiversityandsocialintegration)dimensionsofsustainability,highlighting
thetensionsandtrade-offsbetweendevelopmentandsocialdisintegrationintrinsictotheconceptof
sustainabledevelopment”(Polese&Stren,2000),Furthermore,thedefinitionalsoacknowledgesthe
importanceofthephysicalenvironment(e.g.housing,urbandesignandpublicspaces)withintheurban
sustainabilitydebate(Polese&Stren,2000).Importanttothisviewpointpaperisthedefinitiongiven
byPartridge,whichseesasociallysustainablesocietyasonethatis“just,equitable,inclusiveand
democraticand[that]providesadecentqualityoflifeforcurrentandfuturegenerations”(Partridge,
2005).Thiswouldmeansatisfactionofbasichumanneeds,continuationofculture,improvementand
maintenanceofcurrentandfuturewellbeingandimprovementofqualityoflifebyreducingsocial
inequality(Partridge,2005;Littig&Grießler,2005;Chan&Lee,2007).

Sustainabledevelopment(SUD)iscriticalforthedevelopmentofurbanpolicyandmanagement
decisions(HassanandLee,2015;YigitcanlarandTeriman,2015,Purvisetal.,2019).Thesocial
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sustainability of cities needs tobe seenwithin the frameworkof the three-pillars of sustainable
development(SUD).Forinstance,itissuggestedthatSUDisthebasisthatallowsforunderstanding
the management of interactions between the economic, environmental and social development
(Sachs, 2015). The economic development of cities comprises green growth, creation of decent
work, employment production and distribution of renewable energy, technology and innovation.
Theenvironmentaldevelopmentincludesforestandsoilmanagement,wasteandrecycling,energy
efficiency,airqualityandadaptationandmitigationofclimatechange.Andthesocialdevelopment
entailseducationandhealth,foodandnutrition,greenhousingandbuildings,waterandsanitation,
greenpublictransportation,greenenergyaccessandrecreationareasandcommunitysupport(Sachs,
2015.,Hegazyetal.,2017).Acrossseveraldisciplines,socialsustainabilityhasnotbeenstudiedas
itstwoothercounterparts,theeconomicandenvironmentalsustainability(Mensah,2019).Thesame
patternistruewithinthedisciplineofpublichealthand,indeed,therehasbeenverylittlediscussion
about the potential impact of neighbourhood social sustainability on health-related outcomes as
wellashealthinequities.Instead,therelationshipbetweenplaceofresidenceandhealthoutcomesis
oftenstudiedthroughthelensofsocialdeterminantsofhealth(e.g.area-levelsocialandeconomic
deprivation)(Pickettetal.,2001,Diez-Rouxetal.,2010,Arcayaetal.,2016,Oshioetal.,2021).
Thesocialdeterminantsofhealthareknownastheconditionsinwhichpeopleareborn,grow,live,
workandagewhichareshapedbythedistributionofmoney,power,andresourcesatglobal,national
andlocallevels(WHO,2015).However,althoughsocialdeterminantsofhealthareanimportant
approach,urbanplanningisalsoacriticalenablerforhealthandwellbeingacrosscitiesandregions
(Knudsenetal.,2020).Furthermore,somepointtotheneedforhealthyurbanism,whichisknown
astheintegrationofintentionallydesignedelementsthathelpscommunitiesthriveandprosper(e.g.
wellness-centredcommunitydesignthatcanimprovephysicalhealth,accessibilitytomedicalcare,
healthyfood,activity,andsocialinteraction)(Pineoetal.,2020).Atthecentreofthenewly“Towards
HealthyUrbanism:InclusiveEquitableSustainable(THRIVE)frameworkarelandscapesthatconnect
globaltolocalenvironmentswiththreemainpillarsthatdefineahealthyplace:inclusive(aprocess
andoutcome),equitableandsustainable.Theexpectationisthattheframeworkwillcontributefora
betterunderstanding(byotherdisciplinesincludingpublichealth)oftheroleplayedbyurbandesign
andplanningininfluencinghealthandwellbeingofcityresidentsatdifferentlevels(local,national
andglobal)(Pineoetal.,2020).

Drawingfromurbanplanning,sociologyandsocialepidemiologyandpublichealthliterature,
thisviewpointattemptstocontributetothediscussiononhowneighbourhoodsocialsustainability
canaffecthealthoutcomes(andhealthinequalities)inthecontextofhealthpromotion,sustainable
development,andachievementofSustainableDevelopmentGoal(SDG)3(healthylivesandwellbeing
for all at all ages). Firstly, the paper describes the connections between neighbourhood social
sustainabilityandhealthinequalities.Secondly,thepaperaddressesthedimensionsofneighbourhood
socialsustainabilityandhowtheymightaffectinequitiesinhealthoutcomes.Thirdly,itdiscusses
potentialapproachestoneighbourhoodsocialsustainabilityandchallengesthroughthepublichealth
andhealthequitylens.

2. SoCIAL SUSTAINABILITy ANd URBAN HeALTH INeQUALITIeS

AccordingtoSnyderandcolleagues,“theprocessofurbanizationentailssocialimprovementswith
theconsequentialbetterquality-of-lifeforurbanresidents.”However,inmanycountries,urbanization
conveysinequalityandexclusion,creatingcitiesanddwellingscharacterizedbypoverty,overcrowded
conditions,poorhousing,severepollution,andabsenceofbasicservicessuchaswaterandsanitation.
Slumsinlargecitiesoftenhaveanabsenceofschools,transportation,healthcentres,recreational
facilities,andotheramenities(Sampson,2017;Krefisetal.,2018).Additionally,thepersistenceof
certainconditions,suchaspoverty,ethnicheterogeneity,andhighpopulationturnover,contributesto
aloweredabilityofindividualsandcommunitiestocontrolcrime,vandalism,andviolence(Sengupta
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