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ABSTRACT

This study examined the role of community members and government officials in sustainable
solidwastemanagementandidentifiedoptions to improvewastemanagement inGhana.Mixed-
methodsapproachwasusedinresearchdesign,datacollection,andanalysis.Datawascollected
from81communitymembersdrawnfromthreeareas (Kanda,AsylumDown,andNima) in the
Accra Metropolitan Area and four government officials. Data sets were analyzed using manual
transcription,coding,andMicrosoftExcel.Thestudyrevealedthatcommunitiesareactivelyinvolved
inmanagingwaste.However,educationandenforcementmeasureshavenotbeeneffectivedueto
politicalinterferenceandalackofresources.Furthermore,thestudyfoundthatgreatersupportfrom
localgovernmentandstakeholdersisneededinmanagingwaste.Thestudyrecommendseducating
communitymembersandintegratingwastepickersintoGhana’swastemanagementstreamtoreduce
thecostsinvolvedinSSWMandgainsocialandenvironmentalbenefits.
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INTROdUCTION

Solid waste management (SWM) is a global concern, particularly because rapid urbanization is
greatlyconcentrating theamountofwastegenerated.When improperlymanaged, thiswastecan
harmbothpeopleandtheenvironment.Worldcitiesgenerateabout1.3billiontonsofsolidwaste
peryear,andthisvolumeislikelytoincreaseto2.2billiontonsby2025(Bhada-Tata&Hoornweg,
2012).Studiesindicatethatgrowthinpopulationandescalatedmaterialconsumptionindeveloping
countrieshasgreatlyincreasedtheirwasteproduction(Bhada-Tata&Hoornweg,2012;Moh&Abd
Manaf,2014).Therefore,improvingSWMindevelopingcountriesisanurgentpriority.Notonlycan
highervolumesofwastehavenegativeimpactsonhealth,butitalsorequiresmoremoneyforwaste
management,thusimpactingnationalandregionaleconomies.
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Ghanaexemplifiesmanyof thepotentialcrisesrelatedtoSWM.Inrecentdecades,Ghana’s
populationhasgrownrapidly,anddemographiccharacteristicsindicatethatthiswillcontinue.Nearly
40%ofthepopulationisundertheageof15,thusthenation’spopulationisprojectedtogrowfrom
30.4millionin2019to51.3millionin2050(WorldBank,2019;UnitedNations,2017).Witheach
additionalperson,theamountofwasteincreasesandunderscorestheneedforinformedstakeholders
tobeactivelyengagedinSWM.

Indeed, thegovernment ofGhanahasprograms inplace for sustainablewastemanagement
and these programs are supposed to be implemented and supervised in each community by the
relevantlocalgovernmententities(i.e.,metropolitanandmunicipalAssemblies).Theseprograms
wereestablishedtominimizethetrashthatlingersonthestreetandcommunitiesinAccra,Ghana.
However,inmanylocationstherehasbeennoimprovementdespitetheprograms(NationalReport
forWasteManagementinGhana,2010).Infact,thechallengeofwastemanagementcontinuesand
hasexacerbatedfloodingduetochokedguttersasshowninFigures1and2.

Figure 1. Choked gutter in Asylum Down (Photographed: X, Y 2019)

Figure 2. Indiscriminate dumping on the streets of Accra, Makola market (Photographed, 2019)
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