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ABSTRACT

Gettinga journal indexed reflectshigh-quality scientific integrity,whichdifferentiates it froma
non-indexedjournal.Quantitativeanalysisofindexingstatusofarandomlyselectedsampleof121
predatoryjournalslistedonhttps://beallslist.net/standalone-journals/wascarriedouttoascertaintheir
presenceinvariousreputedbibliographicdatabases.Thestudy’sfindingsdivulgethatthepresence
ofpredatory journals inbibliographicdatabases is not significantlywidespread.However, some
indexingdatabasessuchasEmergingSourcesCitationIndex(ESCI)andPubMedreflectslightly
greatervaluesthananticipatedandneedtobescrutinizedandreviewedregularly.Further,thestudy
foundthatthesejournalsincorporatemanymetricsunderindexing/abstractinginformationwhich
arenotinatruesensesuitabletobecategorizedasindexingabstractingdatabases.Further,Index
Copernicus,ScientificJournal ImpactFactor(SJIF),NationalAcademyofAgriculturalSciences
(NAAS),GlobalImpactFactor(GIF)arethemostusedcounterfeitindexingservicesbythejournals.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

Predatorypublishersareconsideredbadforscienceandsciencecommunicationbecausetheyare
repositoriesforbogusresearch,citedbyotherauthors.Theseunprincipledpublishersexploit the
open-access(OA)modelbyfalsifying theprocessofpeer-review.Theirmotivation is toprocure
evaluationandpublicationfees(Shen&Björk,2015;Masic,2017;Beall,2015).Publisherswith
unknownheadquarterslocations,sendingspamemails,callingforpapers,compromisingpeerreview,
andoversightplagiarizedcontextaredefacingthelandscapeofscholarlycommunication.

Thereareseveralstrategiesandtechniquesemployedbypredatoryjournalsthatgivethemfalse
respect,whichentrapsyoungandearlycareer researcherswhoareenthusiasticaboutpublishing
quicklyfortheireducationalbenefits.Fallingintothetrapofpredatorypublishersisacolossallossof
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varioustypesofresources.Furthermore,italsoresultsinthelossofresearchthatcouldhaveresulted
intheprogressionofthescience.

Moreover,notonlytheearlystagebutthereputedresearchersalsopublishinfraudulentjournals
forthedevelopmentoftheirresumesandcurriculumvitae,increasethenumbersoftheirpublications
forobtainingjobs,financeadditionalstudies,andqualifyforgrantsandpromotionsacrossvarious
academiccareers(Duc.,Thong.,&Masic,2020).

Thoughagoodscoreofscientiststriestheirbesttopublishtheirworkinqualityjournalsindexed
inhighreputedatabaseswithstrikingmetrics,severalpredatoryjournalsslitherinthetrustworthy
repositories,likePubMed,PubMedCentral,MEDLINE,SCOPUS,andWebofScience.Herestarts
thetroublesomephenomenoninacademia,whichisofsignificantconcern.

Thepredatoryjournalshavebeenobservedtogiveanimprintofbeingassociatedwithreputed
databaseslikeWebofScience(WoS)orScopus.Aparallelracerunbyacontemporaneousindustryis
thatofpredatorymetrics,falseindexingdatabases,andconferencesdesignedtocapitalizeonsimilar
opportunitiesisaconcerningissue.Predatorydatabasescopynamesauthorizedbythemainstream
siteslikeIndexScientificJournals,usingtheacronymISItomatchtheactualISIWoS.Therefore,
ajournalclaimstobelistedinISIbutreferstothepay-per-listingsiteratherthantheactualsite.
CitationmetricsbythesedatabasesaredrawnthroughGoogleScholarandhaveundefined/unexplained
methods.Thefeeistheonlyfactorfortheinclusionofajournalinthesepredatoryplatforms.An
additionalfeeisanindicationofadheringafalse‘ImpactFactor’tothejournalsthatclaimthese
databasesandpresentthemselvesasindexedinsignificantandvaluablescientificdatabases.

Othermanifestationsoftrickeryanddistraction,oringenuousness,areevidentfromthefactthat
thejournalspresentResearchGateandMendeleyasindexingdatabasesorclaimThomsonReuter
ResearcherIDs,ScopusResearcherIDs,andORCIDaccountsasacharacteristicofajournal.Thus,
itisessentialtoidentifylow-qualityjournalsthatcreepinthereputeddatabasesandthejournals
thathaveadoptedamechanismtogetindexedbycounterfeitindexingdatabasesandpresentthese
databasesasanexcellentbasetotraptheauthors.

LITeRATURe ReVIew

Indexing acts as a pointer towards journal articles. It helps researchers and authorities to link
theirviewswitholderandnovelworks.Indexingconfirmsretrievalofrecordsfasterandlaysthe
foundationtocategorizeandprovideagistofthecontent.Ithelpsintheunderstandinglocationofthe
researchablematter,coordinationofresearchkeywords,andprovidesdiscriminationintheresearch
works(Soergel,1994).Theresearchperformanceandimpact(validity,visibility,andreadership)
ofarticlesareusuallydependentontheirindexinginleadingdatabasesthatmaintainpublication
ethics.Readersofscientificoutputusethesedatabasestostayabreastofthelatesttrendsandpopular
authorsintheirrespectivefields(Popoola,2008).JournaladministratorsuseIndexingandAbstracting
databasestogettheirpublicationsincludedinthem.Journalvisibilityandrecognitionareimproved
whenindexedinprominentdatabases(Shrestha.,Subedi.,Shokati.,&Chaudhary,2018).According
toLawlor(2003),notonlythesuccessandcitationcountofjournalsaremeasuredandprovidedby
A&Idatabases,butalso thebenchmarkingcriteriaofuniversitiesacademiciansarebasedonthe
publicationsindexedinthem.TheinclusionofjournalsinA&Idatabasesrepresentsanaspectto
includegenuinescience(Subramanyam.,Krishnamurthy.,&Asundi,2017).Citationanalysisand
datacollectionforscientometricstudiescanbeobtainedfromA&Idatabases.However,itisfound
thatpredatoryjournalswiththeaidofpseudoprotectiveplatformslikereputedA&Iservicesand
reputedorganizationsensuretheircontinuityofpreyingonthescientificspheres.

Variousstudiesconfirmthatcitationdatabasesareexposedtofraudulentjournals.Thus,the
credibility and significance of the citation databases such as PubMed, Scopus, and the Web of
Science,onwhichallscholarsrelyascredibleresearcharticles,arenowbeingquestioned.(Gasparyan
etal.,2017;Fernándezetal.,2016;Cortegianietal.,2020;Mancaetal.,2018;Mancaetal.,2017;
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