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ABSTRACT

From2011 to2015, theFranco-GermanYouthOffice (FGYO–Office franco-allemandpour la
Jeunesse[OFAJ]/Deutsch-FranzösischesJugendwerk[DFJW])conductedamajorresearchproject
entitledLaValisettefranco-allemande/Diedeutsch-französischeKinderkiste.Theaimoftheproject
wastoexploreteachertrainers’conceptionsoflanguageandinterculturalitythroughtheuseofa
pedagogicalandcultural“toolbox.”Thisarticleexploresthenatureofinterculturalityinthespecific
contextofearlychildhoodeducation.Ittheorizesinterculturalityasbothapolysemicandpolemic
notionandnavigatesbetween“renewedinterculturality”ina“liquidapproach”andanessentialist
frameworkina“solidapproach.”Thestudyarguesthatanalysingthediscourseandmeta-discourse
ofteachertrainers(called“multipliers”)duringfocusgroupsonthesharedtoolboxisaneffective
waytoexplorethenotionofinterculturality.
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1. INTRoDUCTIoN

Theproject surrounding the creationof theValisette franco-allemande/Die deutsch-französische 
Kinderkiste1pedagogicaltoolkitwaspartofanin-depthresearchinitiativeledbytheFranco-German
YouthOffice(FGYO/OFAJ)andpilotedbyateamoffourresearchers.2

Thisarticlewillanalyserepresentationsofinterculturalityinthetwocontextsstudiedbasedon
thediscourseofteachertrainers–called“multipliers”–gatheredduringfocusgroups.Theseteacher
trainers areprofessionals employedby theFrenchNationalEducation systemandGermanearly
childhoodeducationnetworkswhoreceivedspecifictrainingfromFGYOonusingtheValisettebefore
inturnorganizingtrainingcoursesattheirrespectiveworkplaces.Inmostcases,thetrainers3had
previouslyworkedwithFGYOandagreedwiththechoicesandphilosophyoftheorganization.They
servedasaninterfaceintheFGYOproject.Astrainers,theyhelpfacilitateacceptanceandadoption
ofthetoolkit;theyalsoorganizetrainingcoursesonitsuseandproposeadditionalrelatedactivities,
meaningtheypromoteaconceptionofneighbouringlanguages/culturesintherealmofinstitutional
early-childhoodeducation.Inthisrespect,theirdiscoursewasparticularlyinterestingforourresearch
sinceitinvolvedre-compositionsbythoseinvolvedandthesewerenecessarilyincompletegiventhat
thenotionofinterculturalityispolysemicandevenpolemic.

Thetopicofinterculturalityisrelevanttonumerousfieldsincludinglinguistics,anthropology,
literature, the medical world, education and even applied geomatics and tourism (Gadal and



International Journal of Bias, Identity and Diversities in Education
Volume 6 • Issue 1 • January-June 2021

32

Samsonova,2014:229).Itsrelevanceinthefieldoflanguageteachingmeansthatthereareendless
possibilitiesforresearcherstoexplore.Theconceptisunderstooddifferentlyindifferentgeographical
andsociologicalspheresandisreferredtobytermsasvariedasCulturalStudies,multiculturalismand
cultures,andcanbeimbued“withbothEnglish-stylemulticulturalismandFrenchrepublicanism,”
accordingtoVatzLaaroussi(2014:269,translatedhere).Itisinitsreified,folklore-inspiredsideand
throughitsassociationwiththenotionofnationalismthatinterculturalityismoststronglycontested
in the scientific sphere (Dervin, 2014). Our observations adhere to a framework that opposes
“differentialism-culturalism,”ascriticizedbyDervin(2009a),andanapproachthatembracesthe
“movingidentityofasubject”(ibid.,translatedhere).

Inanattempttobecomprehensive,wewillexaminehowtheValisetteresourceaffectstheviews
ofteachertrainersinvolvedininterculturalityandFranco-Germancooperation.So,howdoFrenchand
Germanteachertrainersseizeonthenotionofinterculturalityasanapproachtodevelopwhenusing
theFGYOplay-based,educationaltoolkit?Thisquestionintroducestheideathatitisindispensable
to closely combine a multi-dimensional methodological and theoretical framework that allows
interculturalitytobeobjectified.Wethereforewantedtoexaminethemeaningsthatintermediary
practitioners–i.e.teachertrainers–gavetothenotionofinterculturality.Ourfindingsunderscore
thatthemethodologicalstakesarehigh.Wedonotintendtogeneralize,nortooverlookaspectsthat
donotfitneatlyintocategories.Lavanchy,GajardoandDervin(2011:13)haveemphasizedthat
methodologicalissuesmustconsider“theexceptions,instabilitiesandmisappropriations.”

Onamethodologicallevel,ourresearchandthetechnicalchoiceswemadetogathertheopinions
oftheactorsinvolvedwerestronglyshapedbytheunderstandingofinterculturalityvehicledbythe
Valisetteineducationalcontexts.Forone,weruledoutaculturalistapproachsinceweknewthatour
observationsandanalyseswouldbebasedonatheorizationofinterculturalitydefinedbynotions
ofheterogeneityandinstabilityduetothecontextsandpeopleinvolved.Wehadtothinkabouthow
tocapturethediversityofpointsofview,thecontrasts,pointsofconvergenceanddifferences.We
assuchchosetofocusonwhat was said and how it was saidinexchangesbetweenteachertrainers.
Ourmethodologicalchoicesfocusedonananalysisofthepointsofviewofactorsfromadiscursive
perspectivebyconsideringmultiplevoices(sincetheauthorofthewordsspokenisattimesnotthe
person talking),discoursedynamics (Salazar-Orvig,1999)and theoriesofenunciation (Kerbrat-
Orecchioni,1999).

WewillbeginbypresentingtheValisettepedagogicalresource,thenwewilldefinethetheoretical
outlinesofinterculturalityinthefieldofeducation.Next,wewillexplainthemethodologicalapproach
behindouruseofdiscourseanalysisbasedonthetheoryofenunciationanddialogism.Ouranalysis
isbasedonconcreteexamplesdrawnfromexcerptsofthecorpuscompiledfromtheteachertrainer
focusgroups.Lastly,wewilldiscussresearchpointersthat,basedonourfindings,openthedoorto
arenewedandbroadenedunderstandingofinterculturality.

2. FRoM A FRANCo-GERMAN EDUCATIoNAL RESoURCE To 
CoLLECTING STATEMENTS FRoM TEACHER TRAINERS

2.1 What is the Valisette?
TheValisetteisa“pedagogicalresource”for3-to6-year-oldchildrenlearningFrenchorGermanin
aformaleducationalcontext.TheprojectisanFGYOinitiativewhoseaim,accordingtoBrougère
et al.(2015:3,translatedhere),is“toinvitechildrentotravelwithpuppetsTomandLilouinastory
theyinvent(travel,interaction,adventure),inspiredbytheimaginationofthedifferentactorsinvolved
andthesuggestionsfoundinthepedagogicalhandbook.”

ThegoalsoutlinedbyFGYOare“topromoteearlylearningofthepartnerlanguage”whilealso
helping“contributetodebateandexchangebetweenFranceandGermanyoneducationandearly
learning”(FGYO,2011,translatedhere).Brougèreet al.(2015:4,translatedhere)havenoted,
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