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ABSTRACT

Openeducationalpractices(OEP)arebeingenrichedwithmanyrepositoriestosupportteaching
andlearningactivitiesinthemodernera.Hence,thestudyaimstounderstandthetrendsofsuch
repositoriesatgloballevelbymakinganalysisof782repositoriescategorizedunderlearningobject
repositories(LOR)indirectoryofopenaccessrepositories(OpenDoar)withafocusonidentifying
openeducationalresourcesrepositories(OERR)specificallypossessing‘openeducationalresources’
forreuse,modification,andadaption.TheauthorslookedintoLORunderdifferentfacetslikeglobal
distribution,operationalstatus,interfacelanguage,etc.Atotalof78OERRidentifiedfromtheLOR
focusmainlyonopenteachinglearningmaterialswhentheiravailabilitywasascertainedbyvisiting
eachrepositoryandbrowsingrandomly through“collectionsandcommunities,”“content types,”
“licensestatements,”etc.TheresultsrevealthatthesehailpredominantlyfromNorthAmericaand
Europewithdifferentdistributionpatterns,whilelittlevisibilityisevidentamongothergeographical
locations.
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INTRODUCTION

Researchersareincreasinglyusingthetermopennessoverthepasttwodecadestosignifyitsimpactin
differentareaslikeeducation,innovation,strategy,governance,etc.(Attard,Orlandi,Scerri&Auer,
2015;Janssen,Charalabidis&Zuiderwijk,2012;Montgomery&Ren,2018;Morgado&Teixeira,
2015;Peter&Deimann,2013).Thisconceptischaracterizedbyaccess,democracy,transparency
andparticipation(Schlagwein,Conboy,Feller,Leimeister&Morgan,2017).Moderneducationhas
alsobeensignificantlyimpactedbyopennessthroughtheavailabilityanduseofopencontentunder
openlicensing(Wiley&Green,2016).AccordingtoHug(2017,p.75),thetermgenerallymeans
“without barriers, allowing for passage; broad-minded; free; permeable.”Openness,assuch,isat
thecoreofallOEPandpromotessharingexperiencesandmethodstowardsthesustainabilityofOEP
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(Dholakia,King&Baraniuk,2006).Theseeffortsforenablingsharableandsustainableeducational
practicescanbetracedtotheevolutionofLearningObjects.

Learningobjectsaredefinedgenerallyas“educationally useful, completely self-contained chunks 
of content”(Wiley,2005,p.2).Thesecanbeclassifiedasa“learning task, supportive information, 
a case study, a task class, and so forth”(vanMerriënboer&Boot,2005,p.53).Learningobjects
promisetofulfillthethreecorecriteria,i.e.,“cheap, fast and good,”indevelopingqualityeducational
materialsinexpensivelyandquicklybymakingeducationalresourcesmorereusable.Despitetheir
importanceinthe“educational exchange economy,”theirreuseisrelativelylow(Conole,2012).

Wiley(2000,p.6)emphasizesthatthereuseoflearningobjectsbyteachersshouldfocusforthe
futureofLearningObjectsandthushasdefinedthemas“any digital resource that can be reused to 
support learning”.Thesedevelopmentsledtotheemergenceofarelatednewfieldofopeneducational
resources(OER)(Conole,2012).OERcanbeseenas“a subset of Learning Objects characterised by 
their being educationally designed content that is free, modifiable, reusable and shareable”(McGreal,
2013,p.xviii).Wiley(2009,p.362)alsoviewOERas“Learning objects whose intellectual property 
status is clearly and intentionally labelled and licensed such that designers are free to adapt, modify 
and redistributed them without the need to seek permission or pay royalties.”

Boththecategories,i.e.,reusablelearningobjectsandOpeneducationalresources,overlapin
theexistingliterature.However,thedemarcationcanberootedinthedifferencesbetweenthetwo
regardingopenlicensingprovisionsassociatedwithOERthatallowreuseandincludesthefreedomof
adaptionandcreationofderivativeworks(Fulantelli,Gentile,Taibi&Allegra,2008).Friesen(2009,
p.2)alsopointstowardsthisgeneraldifferenceseparatingLearningObjectsfromOERintermsof
theabsenceof“any explicit reference to openness or the open and non commercial characteristic of 
the resource.”Thus,theOERmovementengageseducatorsandinstitutionsinsharingtheirresources
andrepurposingandreusingthoseofotherswithoutreinventingthewheel(Havemann,2016).

PulkerandKukulska-Hulme(2020)revealthatreuseandadaptationofOERareembeddedin
teachingandleadtoemergingOEP.Itincludesabroadrangeofpracticesusedintheopensharing
ofteachingactivities,includingcreating,using,andreusingOER(Cronin,2017).OERthusensure
affordablelearningforstudentswithaccesstoqualitylearningresourcesacrossallsectionsofsociety
(Howard,2019).Theevolvingtrendsrelatedtoquality,access,andequityofeducationaresupported
byhowOERareessentialinreshapingtheonlinelearningenvironmentinthemodernworld(Tisoglu,
Kursun&Cagiltay,2020).TheseOERareprimarilyhosted in repositories forbroadervisibility
andusagetofacilitatemodern-dayteachingandlearninginamorevibrantfashionwhereallthe
stakeholdersmostlyusesuchresourcestoenrichtheirexperiences.Therefore,weaimtoanalyse
theavailabilityofrepositorieshostingvariededucationalresourcesatthegloballevelandfocuson
revealingthemajorcontributingcountries,typeandnatureofrepositories,theoperationalstatusof
repositories,interfacelanguage,besidesdistributionoflearningobjectstorevealthetrendsusing
differentdimensions.

Thus,underdifferentsegments,thepresentworkexpectstheclarityofenhancedbackground
conceptaboutthethemeillustratedwithadequateliterature,themethodologyadoptedforthestudy,
dataanalysisandinterpretationbyvisualizingthedatainchartsandtablesformoreclarityandbetter
understanding.Itdiscussesthesignificantfindingsandconclusionswithimportantsuggestionsfor
futureresearch.

LITERATURE REVIEw

TheOERmovementgainedsignificanceandemergedasoneofthemotivatingfactorsduringthe
firsthalfof the21stcentury towardssupportingopen learningdulyendorsedandrecognizedby
globalorganizationsandinstitutions(Santos-Hermosa,Ferran-Ferrer&Abadal,2017).Theearlier
effortswereonlylocalizedOERinitiatives,butwithtime,itbecameaglobalinitiativepromotedand
supportedbyorganizationslikeTheUnitedNationsEducational,ScientificandCulturalOrganization
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