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ABSTRACT

Massiveopenonlinecourses(MOOCs)aretheunconventionalandlatestmeansofeducationinthe
presentsociety.MOOCsarethestrongalternativetotraditionaleducationandlatestdevelopmentin
theareaofopenanddistancelearning.MOOCsaretheonlinecourseswhicharedeliveredwithlittle
rigidityinplaceoflearning,timeoflearning,paceoflearning,etc.LearningmanagementinMOOCs
isoneoftheprimefeaturesofMOOCsthathelpsforthedeliveryofMOOCs.Learningmanagement
inMOOCsplaysavitalroleforthesuccessofMOOCs.ThestakeholdersofMOOCsmustbewell
conversantwithdifferentaspectsoflearningmanagementinMOOCsforachievingthesuccessofthe
MOOCs.Referringtothesecontexts,inthepresentpaper,thematicdiscussionshavebeenmadeon
differentaspectsoflearningmanagementinMOOCs.Inthepaper,specialemphasisindiscussionis
givenondifferentcomponentsoflearningmanagementinMOOCs,learningmanagementindifferent
platformsofMOOCs,andissuesinlearningmanagementinMOOCs.
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INTRODUCTION

Rapidadvancesininformationandcommunicationtechnology(ICT)havetouchedeveryfacetofour
lifeincludingeducation.ICTisusedtoenrichthesystemofbothformalandnon-formaleducation.
Formaleducationismainlyimpartedintheconventionaluniversities,colleges,schools,etc.whereas
non-formaleducationisimpartedinthedistanceeducationinstitutions,openlearningcenters,etc.The
useofICTinformaleducationimprovestheteaching-learningprocessoftheeducationbyaddingthe
livelinessintheprocesswhereastheadvancementofICTactsasasignificantmediumformaking
thedeliveryprocessofnon-formaleducationsystempossibleand/orsuccessful.Initially,distance
educationwasoperatedthroughtheuseofstudymaterialsentbypost(Sriram,2015;Siemens,2013;
Casey,2008).But,aftertheuseofICTindistanceeducation,distanceeducationinstitutionsstarted
toinitiatee-contentdelivery.Afterthesuccessofe-contentdeliveryanditsusefulnessindistance
education,manyformalandnon-formaleducationalinstitutionsstartedtodelivere-contentintheform
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ofopeneducationalresources(OER).Openeducationalresourceswerespreadingrapidlyacrossthe
worldafter2001(Sclater,2009),whichhelpedtostartaneraofopenonlineeducationandmassive
onlinelearning(XiongandSuen,2018).Arecentdevelopmentintheareaofdistanceeducation
ande-learningisMassiveOpenOnlineCourses(MOOCs)(KesimandAltinpulluk,2015).MOOCs
areonlinecourseswhichuseweb-basedtoolsandenvironmentstodeliveronlineclasseswithout
restrictingthegeographicalboundariesandtimezone,anddonotrestrictadmissioneitherintermsof
thenumberoflearnersortheireducationalqualifications(Voss,2013;Liyanagunawardena,Adams
andWilliams,2013).MOOCsaredefinedasmassive,becausetechnicallythereisnolimitonhow
manylearnerscansignupacourseatthesametimeundertheMOOCs.Thoseareopenintermsof
access,regardlessoftheeducationalqualificationrequired.AllthelearningprocessesinMOOCs,
i.e.,lectures,quizzes,tutorials,debates,assessments,etc.areperformedonline.Insomeinstances,
thecoursecoordinatorconductsmeet-upanditisusedasapartofflippedclassroomwherestudents
viewlecturematerialsathometoparticipateinfurtheractivitiesanddiscussion.Generally,MOOCs
haveasetstartandstoptimeandareofferedbytherecognizedlearninginstitutionswithstructured
andsequencedlearningcontent.So,thosearetreatedasCourses(Olin,2015;Siemens,2013).Dave
Cormier(UniversityofPrinceEdwardIsland,PrinceEdwardIsland,Canada)andBryanAlexander
(NationalInstituteforTechnologyinLiberalEducation,WashingtonDC,USA)firstintroducedthe
termMassiveOpenOnlineCourses(MOOCs)in2008inreferencetoacoursecalled‘Connectivism
andConnectiveKnowledge/2008’(oftenreferredtoasCCK8)whichwasstartedbyGeorgeSiemens
andStephenDownes(PikeandGore,2018;Weller,2014).GeorgeSiemens(2013),oneofthepioneers
oftheMOOCsphenomenon,hassummarizedthreeformatsofMOOCsbasedondifferentpedagogical
foundationandorganisationalmodels,namelyconnectivistor‘cMOOCs’,extendedor‘xMOOCs’
andquasi-MOOCswhereasKesimandAltinpulluk(2015)refertocMOOCsasconnectivistMOOCs
aswellasCanadiansMOOCs(becausethecreatorsoftheMOOCsareCanadianresearchers)and
xMOOCsarereferredasCourseratypeMOOCs.Inthecurrentsituation,xMOOCshavebecome
dominantMOOCstype,thoughthefirstMOOCswerecMOOCs(Stewart,2013).Quasi-MOOCs
aredefinedaswebbasedtutorialinformsofopeneducationalresourcesandthosearetechnically
notcoursesbecausethoseareapackoflooselylinkedopeneducationresources.

MOOCS AND PReSeNT LeARNING SySTeM

Startingfromlastquarterof20thcentury,OpenandDistanceLearning(ODL)playsasignificantrole
tofulfiltheacademichungerofthosepeoplewhoareboundwithgeographicalconstraints,financial
problems,andsocietaldiscrimination.DuetothespreadofODL,theideaofaccessofeducation
toallregardlessoftheireconomic,demographicorgeographicboundariesisquitepossible.Inthe
beginningyearsofthestartingofODLsystem,themediumofdeliveringthelearningcontenttothe
learnersinthesystemwasmainlytheprintedtextthatwasreachingtothelearnersbypost.After
theelectronicrevolutionduetorapidadvancementininformationtechnologyfrom1980s,changeis
remarkedinthemodeofdeliveringlearningcontentfromprintedtexttovirtualclassroominODL
system,i.e.,facetofaceteachingatadistancewiththehelpofcable,microwaveorsatellite(Keegan,
1998).Thetechnologyimprovement,i.e.,computerandinternet,broughtvitalchangesnotonlyin
distanceeducationbutalsoinwholeeducationalsetup.Indistanceeducation,learningcontentis
deliveredintheformofe-contentbecauseofuseofICTinit.Thesechangesineducationopenedthe
scopeofonlinelearning,whichisstrengthenedbysomeprojectsofonlineresources.

In1997,MERLOT(MultimediaEducationalResourcesforLearningandOnlineTeaching),a
programofonlinelibraryresourcesforstudentstofreeaccesslearningresources,wasdeveloped
(AtiajaandGuerrero,2016)andin2002,MassachusettsInstituteofTechnology(MIT)startedanOpen
CourseWare,whichisafreeandopenpublicationofqualitycontentthroughthesynchronousand
asynchronousmodesofinstruction.OpenCourseWareisoneofthecausesofshiftingthelearning
processtowardsonlineeducation.Onlineeducationisaprocessthatconnectsthelearnerstothe



 

 

12 more pages are available in the full version of this

document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"

button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-

global.com/article/learning-management-in-massive-open-

online-courses/281639

Related Content

The Needle in the Haystack: How Information Overload Is Impacting Society

and Our Search for Truth
Dana Tessier (2020). Navigating Fake News, Alternative Facts, and Misinformation in

a Post-Truth World (pp. 18-35).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-needle-in-the-haystack/249502

The Relationship Between Digital Literacy and Cyberchondria
Ali Murat Krkand Ahmet Çetinkaya (2022). Handbook of Research on Cyberchondria,

Health Literacy, and the Role of Media in Society’s Perception of Medical Information

(pp. 298-311).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-relationship-between-digital-literacy-and-

cyberchondria/293449

Teacher Candidates' Perceptions of Technology Used to Support Literacy

Practices
Donna Glenn Wake (2018). Information and Technology Literacy: Concepts,

Methodologies, Tools, and Applications  (pp. 1950-1973).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/teacher-candidates-perceptions-of-technology-used-to-

support-literacy-practices/189032

The Use of ICT in an English Classroom: A Study Into the Attitudes of Young

Slovenian Foreign Language Learners
Tilen Smajla (2020). International Journal of Digital Literacy and Digital Competence

(pp. 44-67).

www.irma-international.org/article/the-use-of-ict-in-an-english-classroom/270914

Canvas Basics: A UX Investigation of Novice Learners and Their Learnability

of a New Authoring Software
W. Keith Lindsay (2017). International Journal of Digital Literacy and Digital

Competence (pp. 28-38).

www.irma-international.org/article/canvas-basics/199048

http://www.igi-global.com/article/learning-management-in-massive-open-online-courses/281639
http://www.igi-global.com/article/learning-management-in-massive-open-online-courses/281639
http://www.igi-global.com/article/learning-management-in-massive-open-online-courses/281639
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-needle-in-the-haystack/249502
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-relationship-between-digital-literacy-and-cyberchondria/293449
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/the-relationship-between-digital-literacy-and-cyberchondria/293449
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/teacher-candidates-perceptions-of-technology-used-to-support-literacy-practices/189032
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/teacher-candidates-perceptions-of-technology-used-to-support-literacy-practices/189032
http://www.irma-international.org/article/the-use-of-ict-in-an-english-classroom/270914
http://www.irma-international.org/article/canvas-basics/199048

