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ABSTRACT

In this chapter, the possibilities to use technology
inorder to improve the contextual and value-based
dimensions inonline distance-based teacher train-
ing in Sweden are explored. Aristotle’s (1980)
concept of phronesis is used as a starting point
for raising questions whether the Internet, and
the establishing of educational online learning
communities, can be used to enhance the teacher
trainees’ skills of making moral decisions in
unpredictable situations. It is argued that active
participation, collaboration, and dialogue are vital
in order to foster common moral and societal
values among the teacher trainees, but that there
is aneed for rethinking how technology could be
used in order to accommodate such processes.
This chapter suggests that the development of a
shared teacher identity is possible by expanding
the scope of online community, and bridging

teacher-training practices to teacher practices,
thusincludingalready practicing teachers, teacher
trainers, and teachertrainees inajoint educational
community:.

INTRODUCTION

Society is changing. We have become part of a
society characterised by multiplicity and globali-
sation. Teacher training is an institution buffeted
by these changes. It must foster societal values
such as democracy, freedom, multiculturalism,
and equity, as well as ideas about teaching and
learning, education, and instruction. However,
can it do this within the ICT frameworks that
have emerged in the learning society?
Enhancing learning through technology, in
this chapter, is therefore conceptualised as a
matter of being able to ”walk the walk,” in other
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words, ofbuilding bridges between the text-based
learning environments of Web-based conference
systems and situated practices relevant to teacher
training. This can be done, we believe, by using
an understanding of knowing in action based
on the Aristotelian concept of phronesis, which
captures the idea that engaged social practice
— doing something “well,” — has both con-
textual and moral dimensions (Aristotle, 1980;
Gadamer, 1989).

In this chapter, then, we explore two issues.
First, we comment on the work of an ICT-support-
ed distance-based teacher training programme.
Secondly, we consider whether online learning
communities (OLC) are a valid basis for fostering
a practice built around common societal values.
Overall, our aim is to problematise the current
relationship between online learning and teacher
training. In short, can online “talk” be converted
into classroom “walk”?

FOSTERING VALUES AS
PHRONESIS

Aristotle (1980) used phronesis to denote an
aspect of knowledge that he claimed had both
practical and moral implications, and he saw it as
practiced rather than possessed, knowing rather
than knowledge. Phronesis embraces prudence:
the moral considerations in doing, the delibera-
tive quest for the wisdom of the chosen actions.
Phronesis, for Aristotle, was the knowledge linked
to practicing morality.

Following Gadamer (1989), action is linked
to practical wisdom and, as phronesis, always
interlaced with the application of understand-
ing. Application provides understanding with a
direction. It defines the moral, in a specific case,
in relation to collective understandings of right
and wrong. Application is always present as an
open opportunity for seeing things differently.
Through the embodied aspects of morality (Mer-
leau-Ponty, 1962), we build on adifferentrationale
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of phronesis (Lindberg & Olofsson, 2005), or
practical wisdom, than seems to be present within
the reflective practitioner paradigm (Clandinin,
2002; Clandinin & Connelly, 1999; Noel, 1999).
Forus, understanding is always focused by its ap-
plication, and by values that frame moral actions,
like teaching, and not only by critical reflection
and reason.

Transferring this understanding of phronesis to
the distance-based teacher training programme in
question, the work of the teacher trainers becomes
more than, or perhaps different from, ensuring
that the teacher trainees develop a theoretical
understanding of teaching and learning. Ifteacher
training becomes a question of developing the
skill of making moral decisions in unpredictable
situations within the classroom, and since this par-
ticular teacher training is provided on a distance
basis, questions arise concerning fostering and
sharing notions of societal values. What are the
possibilities for a communication technology to
become an educational technology through which
teacher trainees can develop these skills?

EDUCATION AND TECHNOLOGY

The use of technology for educational purposes
has undergone major changes during the last
50 years. From being primarily concerned with
transmission or delivery, the changes have passed
a cognitive focus on representation, and later
on construction, and have gone towards a focus
on social theories of learning and collaboration
(Koschmann, 1996). In particular, the Internet
has changed the way technology is used for
educational purposes (Palloff & Pratt, 2003;
Stephenson, 2001).

The idea of being part of an online education
marks a shift from earlier views of the learning
process. Focus has shifted from outcomes, in
terms of students’ performances as a product, and
more to the view that today emphasises demo-
cratic learning, often in terms of participation,
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