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ABSTRACT

Funding of higher education institutions is a major growing expense for the Oman government
(13–14%ofthetotalspendingin2016)andisatparwiththatofothergovernments(e.g.,11%inthe
UKand15.5%intheUS).However,therehasbeenlittleinvestigationintothefundingofquality
highereducationinOman.Thepresentresearchprojectaimstoexplorethesourcesoffundingat
Omanuniversitiesafteritopenedtheprivateeducationsectorin1996.Theresearchmethodology
includesconductinginterviewswithleadersinhighereducationtoexploredifferenttypesoffunding
(e.g.,gifts,tuitionfees,governmentsupport).Thiswillenhanceourunderstanding,aswellasthat
ofdecision-makers,regardinguniversities’fundingsourcesandofthehighereducationlandscape.
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1. INTROdUCTION

Oman’sdynamicsystemofhighereducationhas several typesofpublicandprivateuniversities
thatprovidepost-secondarydiplomasordegrees.Thesystemhasgrownrapidlyoverthepastthree
decades.Omanhasdevelopedanindependentsystemofhighereducationthatconsistsofsixty-three
highereducationinstitutions(HEIs).Outofthese,two-thirdsarepublicinstitutions,operatingthrough
variousministriesandagencies(seeTable1).

2. BACKGROUNd OF HIGHER EdUCATION IN OMAN

Highereducation inOmanhasundergoneseveralkeydevelopmentalphases.Before1970, there
wasnoformalhighereducationsectorinOman,buttheperiodfromthe1970stothe1980ssawthe
establishmentofpubliccollegesthatemphasizedvocationaleducationandtraining,particularlyin
teachingandhealth.TheSultanQaboosUniversitywasalsoestablishedduringthistime.In1990,
foreignprogramswereintroducedanddeliveredinOmanthroughprivateHEIs(i.e.,collegesand
universities).Thiswasanattempttorapidlygrowthesectorinresponsetoanidentifiedneed.Currently,
thenewphaseentails theestablishmentofacomprehensivehighereducationsystem.This isan
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attempttoconsolidategainsbyimplementingqualityassuranceandaqualityenhancementprocess
thatisbotheffectiveandefficient(OAC,2006).

ThegovernanceoftheHEIsisdividedamongdifferentauthorities,andthereforetheexpenditure
onthesystemisnottransparent.However,itisestablishedthattheOmanigovernmentfullyfunds
publicinstitutions.Therearenofeestoenrollinthesepublicinstitutions,andstudentsgetfinancial
assistanceintheformofallowances.Thisisbecausethegovernmenthasbeenusingoilrevenuesto
financethehighereducationsystem.

Although the government does not finance private institutions, it still supports them
indirectlythroughlandgrants,taxexemptions,andscholarships(Al’Abri,2015).Annually,the
governmentfinanciallysupportsaround8,000studentstoattendtheseinstitutions.Furthermore,
“TheNationalStrategyforEducation2040”statedthatoneofthemajorchallengesinfunding
highereducationisthat“Educationdependsonthegovernmentasitsmainsourceoffinance
andthereisalackofalternativesourcesandtheprivateeducationinstitutionsdependonstudy
feesasthemainsource.

Table 1. The governance of the higher education system in Oman (Al’Abri, 2019)

Responsible Authority Institutions Number of Institutions Degrees Offered

MinistryofHigher
Education

CollegeofEducation 1 Bachelor

CollegesofApplied
Sciences

5 Bachelor

Privateuniversitiesand
colleges

29 Diploma,Bachelor,Master

TheUniversityCouncil
(independent)

SultanQaboosUniversity 1 Diploma,Bachelor,Master,
PhD

MinistryofHealth OmanCollegeofHealth
Sciences

1(8campusesaroundthe
governorates)

Diploma,Bachelor

HigherHealth
SpecializationsInstitute

1

MinistryofManpower CollegesofTechnology 7 Diploma,Bachelor

VocationalCollegefor
MarineSciences

1

Othervocationalcolleges 7

MinistryofAwqafand
ReligiousAffairs

CollegeofShariahSciences 1 Diploma,Bachelor

CentralBankofOman TheCollegeofBanking
andFinancialStudies

1 Diploma,Bachelor,Master

RoyalOmanPolice TheRoyalOmanPolice
Academy

1 Bachelor

NationalDefenseCollege 1 Diploma,Bachelor,Master

SultanQaboosMilitary
College

1

RoyalAirForceTechnical
college

1

MilitaryTechnological
College

1

Total 60
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