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ABSTRACT

Theresearchadoptedadescriptivesurveydesign.Therespondentswereselectedviasimplerandom
sampling. Four hundred participants including 19 principals and 381 students were the targeted
population for this study.Findings from this studyshow thatmajorityof schoolshave thebasic
safetyandsecurityapparatusbutlacktheknowledgeandexperiencetoemploythemintheeventof
adisaster.Resultsalsoshowthatthereisnosubjectintheschoolcurriculumfromkindergartento
secondarylevelthatteachesonsafetyandsecuritymanagement.PublicsecondaryschoolsinEpe
LGAdonotalsohaveconstituteddisastermanagementcommitteesoranemergencymanagement
plan.Moststudentshoweverdonotknowhowtousesafetyandsecuritygadgets in theirschool
premises. The study therefore recommended that a disaster/emergency management curriculum
shouldbeinauguratedinpublicschooltoteachstudentsonhowtorespondincasesofemergencies
andpreventemergencies.
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INTRoDUCTIoN

TherisingwaveofdangerandinsecurityintheNigeriahasfoundexpressioninmanyunpleasant
incidents.Schoolsandeducationalfacilitieshavenotbeensparedfromthismenace,asreflectedin
thespateofabductions,rape,buildingcollapse,violence,andkillingsinvolvingstudentsandtheir
teachers.Publicandevenprivatesecondaryschoolsfacearangeofseriousthreattotheirlives.The
securityofschoolshasbecomeanindispensableissueinthiseraofpervasiveterrorism.Consequently,
terrorists have had a field day after selecting schools as soft targets for attacks, resulting in the
destructionofschoolfacilities,deathsofteaching,non-teachingstaffaswellasstudents,leadingto
prolongedclosureofschoolsandthesubsequenttraumaticaftermaths.Terroristattacksoneducational
institutionshavetakenmanyforms:armedassaults,bombings,hostagetakings,chemicalattacks,and
arson.ThefirstterroristattackagainststudentswasexecutedonMarch18,1968bythePalestinian
groupAl-Fatahagainstaschoolbuscarryingchildren.Sincethen,globalschoolterrorattackshave
beenontherise(BradfordandWilson,2013;Coughlan,2015;Gilsinan,2014).
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Inmanypartsof theworld,youngpeopleandchildrenare living livesofhopelessnessand
despair.Aquarterofallschool-agedchildrenliveincountriesdevastatedbyconflict,millionsare
displaced refugees,andmillionsmorearegrowingup incommunitiesplaguedbypoverty.Asa
result,morethan263millionchildrenandyoungpeoplearenowoutofschool,63millionofthem
areyoungadolescents’primaryschoolage(UISandUNICEF2015).Withouteducation,thereis
highchancesthatchildrenwillfaceafutureofthwartedambitionsandbrokendreams,therefore,
lacktheskillstogainmeaningfulemploymentand,outofangerandfrustration,someofthemwill
embraceextremismandviolence(Dallaire,2010).Thesadfactisthatterrorismappearstogivea
twistedsenseofpurposeandbelongingtothedesperateandthehopeless.Moreso,inamarginalized
anddisadvantagedcommunities,terrorismcanspreadlikeavirus.Asaresult,educationremainsthe
world’sbestvaccineagainstterrorism(Cieslak,etal.,2000;Time,2018).

Beginningfrom2010,theterroristattacksoneducationalinstitutionshavereachedthehighest
levelsinceitsfirstreportinthe1970s(Gerbner,1988;Hudson,1999a;LaFreeandDugan,2007).
Researchonterroristtargetingschoolsandothereducationalinstitutionsrevealsthatthemotivation
totargetsuchplacesoriginatesfromthelegitimacyofthestateauthority;theeducationalattainment
ofyouths,particularlygirls;theneedtorecruitschoolchildrenintoterroristranks,forcefullymarry
them,orusethemassexslaves;andtheurgetoretaliate(Hudson,1999a;Borum,2004;Singer,2006;
Otterbacher,2016;Idris,2018).Yetanotherreasonwhyterroristsmightchoosetotargeteducational
institutionsistheintensemediacoveragesuchanincidentattracts,whichprovidesaplatformfrom
whichtheycanadvancetheircause,gainattention,amplifypanic,andinstigatefear(Hudson,1999a;
SaundersandGoddard,2002;Weimann,2004;Matusitz,2018).

InNigeria,BokoHaramterroristgroupsarenowresortedtokidnappingwomenandgirlsin
ordertoengenderglobalemotionalresponsesaswellastogainintensivemediacoverageandinfuse
fearamongpopulations(BradfordandWilson,2013).BokoHaramhasabductedover1,000children
innortheastNigeriasince2013includingthe276schoolgirlsabductedinApril14,2014froma
boardingschoolinChiboktowninthenortheastNigeria(Bodansky,2015;Adepelumi,2018;ABC
News2018;UNICEF2018).SomeoftheChibokschoolgirlsmanagedtoescape,somewerelater
rescuedorfreedfollowingnegotiationswhilemorethan100ofthemareyettogaintheirfreedom.
Between2009andApril2018,BokoHaraminsurgentshavekilledalmost2,295teachersanddestroyed
nolessthan1,400schools,unfortunately,mostoftheseschoolshavenotbeenabletoreopendue
toextensivedamageaswellasinsecuritytensionintheregion(ABCNews,2018;UNICEF2018).

In2018,suspectedBokoHaramterroristsabducted110studentsfromagirls’boardingschool
in‘Dapchi’atowninthenortheast,Nigeria.Afteronemonth,104oftheabductedschoolgirlswere
freedfollowing“back-channeleffortsfromwithinandoutsidecountry”(ABCNews,2018;CNN
2018;UNICEF2018).

Inaddition,variousstudiesalsorevealedthattherehasbeenanupwardtrendinthenumberof
attacksonschoolchildrensince2010(Barak,2003;Simatwa,2012;Darling-Hammondetal.,2019;
Onditi,2018;Wamugundaetal.,2019).Thisdevelopmenthashamperedtheissueofaccesstoschool,
promoteddropoutandscaledownteachers’interestinschooling(BanerjeeandLamb2016;Alimba,
2018).Hence,theneedtounderstandsecurityandsafetypublicschoolsinNigeriaparticularlyinthe
Southwestregionshouldnotbecompromised.

Casesof reportedsecurityandsafetychallenges inpublicschools inLagosStatehavebeen
alarming.Schoolsthatarethecitadeloflearninghaveinrecenttimesbecomeadenbedeviledwith
safetyandsecuritythreats.Safetyintelligenceandsecuritymanagementshouldbegivenparamount
importanceinschools.Thecolossalrateofyouthunemployment,abjectpoverty,corruption,moral
decadence,indiscipline,inflation,poorstandardofliving,highcostofliving,inadequacyofsecurity
personnel,poormotivationoflawenforcementagencies,lossofsocietalvalueandgetrichquick
syndromeamongotherscanbeadjudgedtobethereasonsfortherisingsafetyandsecuritychallenges
inpresenttimes(Odumboetal.,2017).Inadequatesecuritypersonnelhaveexposedtheweaknessand
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