
DOI: 10.4018/IJDREM.2021010102

International Journal of Disaster Response and Emergency Management
Volume 4 • Issue 1 • January-June 2021


Copyright©2021,IGIGlobal.CopyingordistributinginprintorelectronicformswithoutwrittenpermissionofIGIGlobalisprohibited.



14

Risk Acceptance for Humanitarian 
Crisis Response:
Evidence From Rohingya Influx Into Bangladesh
Md. Juel Mia, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh

 https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5276-0931

Md. Kabir Hossain, Impact PR, Bangladesh

Rathindra Nath Biswas, Center for Environmental and Geographic Information Services (CEGIS), Bangladesh

Md. Riaz Uddin Khan, University of Liberal Arts, Bangladesh

ABSTRACT

Thispapertriestoidentifytheriskacceptanceofhumanitariancrisisresponseassociatedwiththe
Rohingya influx intoBangladesh.Myanmargovernment’s oppression atRakhine state triggered
RohingyapeopletofleetoBangladeshtosavetheirlives.WhileBangladeshisadenselypopulated
smallcountry,shewelcomedRohingyasconsideringthehumanitarianground.Thisstudyanalyzed
journalarticles,situationreportsofdifferentagenciesandmediacontentsonRohingyaissues,and
conducted interviews of Rohingyas, host community, and crisis responders. By accepting risk,
Bangladesh is responding to theRohingyacrisiswhichhas savedhumanity;however, it created
conflictingdynamics,increasedpopulation,leadingtoenvironmentaldegradationandcreatinghealth
risks.Thisisalsochallengingnationalsecurityandimpactingreverselyontheeconomy,foodsecurity,
employment,andtourism.Forthebettermentoftheregion,itisnecessarytosolvetheproblemina
peacefulwaythroughbi-lateralandmultilateraldialogue.

KEywoRDS
Bangladesh, Emergency Response, Humanitarian Action, Myanmar, Risk Acceptance, Rohingya Crisis

1. INTRoDUCTIoN

ResearcherstriedtoidentifythecoreissuesoftheRohingyacrisis,ethnicidentity,andhistorical
context(Chan,2005;Driss,2016;Farzana,2015;Miltonetal.,2017;Uddin,2019;Zawacki,2012).
Rohingyasareoftendescribedasthemostpersecutedminorityintheworld(Bepler,2018).In2014,
theUN-backedcensusattemptedtoconduct;permissiongiveninitiallytoidentifytheMuslimminority
groupastheRohingya.Buddhistnationaliststhreatenedtoboycottthecensus,and‘somehard-line
BuddhistsspreadrumorsthatMuslimswereattemptingtoconvertMyanmarfromaBuddhistcountry
throughmigrationandmarriagetoBuddhistwomen’(Holland,2014).Attemptingtokeepthepeace,
thegovernmentdecidedRohingyacouldonlyregisteriftheyidentifiedasBengaliinstead(Albert&
Maizland,2019).RohingyasareclaimingMyanmar(Burmese)citizenshipastheirnaturalright;they
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areentitledtoenjoyallcitizenshiprights.ButthestatepoliticalauthorityofMyanmarcontinuedto
denyRohingya’srightandentitlement,whereasBangladeshconsideredRohingyasasforeigncitizens
or‘illegalBurmesemigrants’(Farzana,2015;Uddin,2019).

Historically, theRohingyapeoplearefleeingtoBangladesh,Malaysia,andThailandtosave
themselvesfromtheoppressionintheircountryoforigin(Steinberg,2010;Yesmin,2016).Myanmar’s
militaryJuntalaunched‘OperationNagamin’in1978.Atthattime,thousandsofRohingyafledto
neighboringBangladesh.Experiencingpersecutionathome,alargenumber[approximately200,000]
ofRohingyasalsoarrivedin1991,1992,and2012(Yesmin,2016).In2017,theworldsawRohingya
influxdueto‘ClearanceOperations’bytheMyanmarsecurityforceswhichhadbegunbeforethe
insurgentattacksonpolicepostsonAugust25;UnitedNationsdescribeditasa“Textbookexample
ofethniccleansing”whichincludeskillings,torture,andrape(Nebehay,2017;Uddin,2019;UN
News,2017).Andeven,inhumanjusticewasseenduringdisasterresponse(CycloneKomen2005)
inMyanmar’sRakhineState.Massiveflood impacted thestate;MuslimRohingyaminority fled
theirhomesto‘seekrefuge’ingovernmentshelters,theycouldhavestayedattheshelteriftheyhad
signeddocumentsidentifyingthemselvesasBengalis(Desportes,2019).

In2012,thethenforeignministerDipuMonistatedthat“Bangladeshisadenselypopulated
countryandtheRohingyashaveimpactsonoursociety,lawandorderandenvironment.Considering
allaspects,itwillcreateseriousproblemsforus.Wearenotinterestedinmorepeoplecomingto
Bangladesh”(TheDailyStar,2012).WhenDhakarejectedtheRohingyaentrytoBangladesh,the
governmentdirectedtheadministrationandlawenforcementagenciestobeefupvigilanceandresist
intrusion.Duringthattime,theUnitedNationsHighCommissionerforRefugees(UNHCR)urgedthe
Bangladeshgovernmenttoallowthepeopleseekingrefugeesinthecountry(TheDailyStar,2012).
Beforethe1990s,BangladeshfollowedliberalpolicyindealingwiththeRohingyacrisis.Forprotecting
therefugees,thegovernmentbuiltcamps,providedtemporarysheltersandotherassistance.People
ofBangladeshhadasoftcornertotheRohingyasforhumanitarianreasons(Yesmin,2016).Fromthe
samehumanitarianground,BangladeshhadwelcomedRohingyapeoplein2017whenMyanmar’s
militarytorturewasunbearableintheirhomeland.WiththecontinuousRohingyafleeingandcamp
settlements,therefugeesituationinBangladeshhasbecomeoneofthemostprotractedcrisesinthe
world(Miltonetal.,2017).PrimarilythegovernmentofBangladeshdeniededucationforRohingya
children.HumanRightsWatch(HRW)reportfindsthebarriertoeducationforRohingyarefugee
children.Asperthereport,itisnotduetolackofresourcesbutthegovernment’spolicyofdeliberate
deprivationofeducationinpursuitofitseffortstopreventtherefugeesfromintegrating(Human
RightsWatch,2019).InJanuary2020,BangladeshallowsschoolingforRohingyachildren,which
iswelcomedbyhumanrightsactivists(AFP,2020).In2019,GambiafiledtheRohingyagenocide
caseagainstMyanmarattheUnitedNation’shighestcourt,theInternationalCourtofJustice(ICJ).
Myanmar’sde facto leaderAungSanSuuKyi claimed that the allegations are “Incomplete and
misleadingfactualpictureofthesituation”(AlJazeera,2019;Bowcott,2019).Inahistoricverdict,
theICJorderedtheMyanmargovernmenttoprotectRohingyasfromgenocideandtopreventthe
destructionofevidencerelatedtogenocideallegations(UNNews,2020).

Bangladeshisadenselypopulatedcountryandhighlyvulnerabletodisastersandclimatechange.
Most of the people of this country mainly depend on agriculture. Though the country is facing
enormousproblemsandchallengesinthecontextofit’spopulationdensity,frequentdisasters,low
vegetationcoverage, lessdevelopedeconomy, it has responded to ahumanitarianemergencyby
shelteringalargenumberofRohingyapeople.BangladeshhastakenrisksbyacceptingRohingya
influxinanemergencyhumanitariansituation.Thispapertriestoillustratethegeneralviewofthe
riskassociatedwithhumanitarianresponsetotheRohingyainfluxintoBangladesh.Thisstudymay
helptheinternationalcommunityinunderstandingtheperspectiveofriskstakenbyBangladesh,which
suggeststhecontinuationofexistingsupportsforboththehostcommunityandRohingyapeople,and
aswellasworkforsustainablesolutionstothecrisis.Therefore,thisstudyaimstofindtheanswerto
thefollowingquestion:WhatdifferentrisksBangladeshhastakenbyacceptingtheRohingyainflux?
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