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ABSTRACT

Developments in information and communication technologies play a major role in
shaping economic, political, and cultural fields. Together with its inherent features,
the internet, in addition to offering opportunities such as a new cultural space,
freedom, and reality, has led the change of learning habits, cultural forms, and
identities. Open and distance learning starting from correspondence education to
computer networks-based education is one of the most affected areas by internet
technologies. Various applications have developed in the field of open and distance
education over time with the reflections of cyber culture. The aim of this study is to
define cyber culture with its components and examine which areas it affects in our
daily lives then to investigate the future open and distance education applications
shaped by cyber culture.

DOI: 10.4018/978-1-5225-8024-9.ch008

Copyright © 2021, IGI Global. Copying or distributing in print or electronic forms without written permission of IGI Global is prohibited.



Social Impacts of Cyber Culture and Predictions About the Future of Open and Distance Education
INTRODUCTION

When individuals’ habits are considered, it can be seen that internet and internet
technologies are used for almost everything in daily life, from shopping to sports,
entertainment and education. Internet provides fast access to information from
different sources and thanks to that, financial transactions can be carried out without
interrupting the busy daily life, news can be reached instantly, courses from an
education institution on the other side of the world can be taken, and conversation
with a famous author can be done with a simple click.

In the process of accelerating globalization, computer technologies play an
important role in shaping economic, political and cultural fields. Together with its
inherent features, the Internet has led the change of learning habits, cultural forms
and identities, in addition to offering opportunities such as a new cultural space,
freedom and reality. It has made the structuring of a global culture possible by
causing the emergence of new social and individual relationship forms. In addition
to social life, the reflections of cyber culture can be seen in open and distance
education applications where information and communication technologies are
used extensively. With the impact of cyber culture, traditional open and distance
education practices have evolved and led to the emergence of different applications.
The purpose of this manuscript is to discuss the examples of what cyber culture is,
where and how it is formed and developed; and then to present open and distance
learning practices of the future that are shaped by the development of the internet
and internet culture.

CYBER CULTURE

The Internet as a word is a combination of “interconnected networks” meaning
“connected networks” and is an international network system of interconnected
computers (Oner, 2003, p. 13; Young, 2000, p. 20). In this network, information
is transferred between computers. Under favour of this function of the Internet, a
user can communicate with any computer on the network, can access the data on
another computer within the network under user’s authority, and transfer data from
his own computer to the others. Therefore, it can be said that the Internet is the
international electronic network formed by the connection of computers around the
world to exchange information.

When compared to other scientific and social studies, the innovations, applications
and research results based on computer technologies are seen to get into human life
much faster. The reflections of this situation can be observed in every other field,
from politics to education, individual habits to cultural characteristics. The term

136



17 more pages are available in the full version of this
document, which may be purchased using the "Add to Cart"
button on the publisher's webpage: www.igi-
global.com/chapter/social-impacts-of-cyber-culture-and-

predictions-about-the-future-of-open-and-distance-
education/271818

Related Content

The International SOLETM of Finnish Higher Education: A Virtual Vanishing
Act

David M. Hoffman, Jussi Valimaa, Taina Saarinen, Minna Sdderqvist, Mika
Raunioand Marjaana Korhonen (2013). Ethical Technology Use, Policy, and
Reactions in Educational Settings (pp. 107-121).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/international-soletm-finnish-higher-education/67917

Internet Sexuality
Nicola M. Déring (2012). Encyclopedia of Cyber Behavior (pp. 807-827).

www.irma-international.org/chapter/internet-sexuality/64804

Understanding Bystanders' Willingness to Intervene in Traditional and
Cyberbullying Scenarios

Justine A. Walkerand Debora Jeske (2016). International Journal of Cyber Behavior,
Psychology and Learning (pp. 22-38).

www.irma-international.org/article/understanding-bystanders-willingness-to-intervene-in-

traditional-and-cyberbullying-scenarios/158156

Improving Moral Behaviour in the Business Use of ICT: The Potential of
Positive Psychology

Candace T. Grantand Kenneth A. Grant (2016). International Journal of Cyber Ethics
in Education (pp. 1-21).

www.irma-international.org/article/improving-moral-behaviour-in-the-business-use-of-ict/166624

Deep Learning Models for Airport Demand Forecasting With Google Trends:
A Case Study of Madrid International Airports

Bahri Baran Kogak (2023). International Journal of Cyber Behavior, Psychology and
Learning (pp. 1-13).
www.irma-international.org/article/deep-learning-models-for-airport-demand-forecasting-with-
google-trends/324086



http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/social-impacts-of-cyber-culture-and-predictions-about-the-future-of-open-and-distance-education/271818
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/social-impacts-of-cyber-culture-and-predictions-about-the-future-of-open-and-distance-education/271818
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/social-impacts-of-cyber-culture-and-predictions-about-the-future-of-open-and-distance-education/271818
http://www.igi-global.com/chapter/social-impacts-of-cyber-culture-and-predictions-about-the-future-of-open-and-distance-education/271818
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/international-soletm-finnish-higher-education/67917
http://www.irma-international.org/chapter/internet-sexuality/64804
http://www.irma-international.org/article/understanding-bystanders-willingness-to-intervene-in-traditional-and-cyberbullying-scenarios/158156
http://www.irma-international.org/article/understanding-bystanders-willingness-to-intervene-in-traditional-and-cyberbullying-scenarios/158156
http://www.irma-international.org/article/improving-moral-behaviour-in-the-business-use-of-ict/166624
http://www.irma-international.org/article/deep-learning-models-for-airport-demand-forecasting-with-google-trends/324086
http://www.irma-international.org/article/deep-learning-models-for-airport-demand-forecasting-with-google-trends/324086

