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ABSTRACT

Terrorismisubiquitous.Moststatesaroundtheworldhaveexperiencedsomeformofterrorism.
TerrorismhasunderminedtheprofileofNigeriaandhasgeneratedatenseandfragilepoliticalsystem.
Thispaperunderscores that theprevalenceofgrievanceand the lackofan innovativeeconomic
baseinNigeriaareamongstthekeyfactorsthatstimulateterrorisminthestate.InNigeria,terrorist
activitieshavebecomeendemic.Acursorylookontheseactivitieshasproventhatsocialmediahas
becomeasourceforpropagatingterrorism.Thishasgeneratedmultifarioussecuritychallengesas
well.Thispaperisaimedatanalyzingterrorismandsocialmedia.Itfurtherproceedstoexamine
themainthrustofthepapersubmittingthatsocialmediaisaviabletoolforterrorists.Fromthis
standpoint,thepaperexploresacasestudyanalysistofurtherexplainandevaluatethesymbiotic
relationshipbetweensocialmediaandterrorisminNigeria.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Terroristfromallovertheworld,inprivacyhavetheopportunitytodisseminateterroristideologies
andpropagandathroughtheInternet.Thispublicityistransmittedthroughtheuseofagizmoon
socialmediaplatforms,essentiallygiventhefactthatitcanbetransmittedtoawidepoolofaudience
(Odunsi,2017,p.3).AccordingtoAnna(2013,p.1),terrorismisamediaphenomenonthatenables
terrorists tocreateawareness, instigate fear, interruptdaily living,andgenerallygarnerattention
(Altheide,2013).

With theusheringofglobalization,an individual through theuseofgadgetscanusedigital
interfacesuchassocialmediatoconnectwithavastmajorityoftheworld’spopulation.Theworld
indeed,hasturnedintoaglobalvillage.Terroristactivitiesliveandbreatheonthewaveofsocial
mediaplatformswithwhichitthrives(Opejobi,2017,p.1).Studieshavefoundthat“nearly90%
oftheorganizedterrorismtakesplaceonlinethroughthemodeofsocialmedia”(Weimann,2012).
Terrorismhasincreasinglybecomeasophisticatedanddangerousthreattoworldorderwiththeaid
ofadvancedinformationtechnologywiththephenomenalgrowthinsocialmedia(Majekodunmi,
2015,p.128).

THeoReTICAL dISCUSSIoN 

Thispaperhingesontwosignificantdiscussionsbasedondependencymodelandthegrievancemodel.
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First, thediscourseofdependencywhich is interconnectedwithglobalization isessential in
exploringsocialmediaasatoolforterroristactivitiesinNigeria,giventhatitisasub-conceptof
thepoliticaleconomytheoryorthetheoryofeconomicimperialismwhicharesacrosanctissuesthat
aidsandaffectsterrorisminNigeria.

Thedependency theoryconnects toneo-Marxist theory as an economic radical theory.The
crucialprogenitorsofthetheoryare:SamirAmin(1973),AndreGunderFrank(1969),DanielA.
Offiong (1980), RaulPrebisch (1950), PaulBaran (1967), DosSantos (1970), andScott Arighi
(1992).AccordingtoFukuyama,(1992,p.100):“Thistheoryhasbeenthemostrecentattempttokeep
Marxismaliveintheunderdevelopedworld.”Thistheorydepictsthattheworldisalienatedamongst
thewealthyandthepoorcountriesandoperatinginsuchawaythattheless-developedcountries
arefinanciallyandadministrativelydependentoneconomicallydevelopedcountries(Olaniyi,2001,
p.16).Themanipulationof lessdevelopedcountriesarepropagatedbycolonialismandbytheir
disadvantagedpositionintheworldeconomy,whichsituatesthemasbeingconnectedtodiscounted
principalmerchandisessuchasagronomicproducesandrawsupplies(Odozibodo,2014,p.18).

Conversely,technologicallyadvancedcountriesproducesextortionateandhighly-inflatedimports
fortradetothelessindustrializedcountriessuchasNigeria.Thisdevelopmentfurtherenrichesthe
statesthatareatthetopoftheworld’sfinancialtable,whilsttheyexploitthelessadvancedcountries
onthemarginalsideoftheworld-system(Olney,2001,p.10).Implementingtheproceduresand
practicesof international financialandeconomicmatters tobestsuit theeconomicallyadvanced
nation-states,therebyretainingthedependencypatternoftheless-developedcountries(Nwachukwu,
etal,2015,p.276).

OkerekeandEkpe(2002)eulogizedthedependencytheoryandagreedthatthetheorymarks
avociferousexitfromtheotherexistingtheoriesofcolonialism,therebygivinganacumenonhow
tountanglevariouscorollariesbywhichstatesintheperipherylevelaresubjugatedbythoseatthe
centerlevelthroughdependency.Generally,theapplicationofthistheoryliesinthestrengthofits
practicality.Forexample,thistheorydelineatestheconnexionbetweenthecenterandtheperiphery
levelsoftheworldsystemandhasthepropensityforhypothesistestingandpragmaticgeneralizations
(Odozibodo,2014,p.19).ItthereforesufficestoassertthatNigeriaisadisadvantagedcountryunder
theinfluenceofglobalisation.Nigeriaisthesixthlargestoilexporterwithadailyyieldofabouttwo
millionbarrels,perforeignexchange.Nigeriaisvastlyreliantonthetradeofcrudeoiltothemeasure
ofoverninetypercent(90%)ofournationwiderevenue(MajekodunmiandAdejumon,2012,p.201).
Consequently,itgoeswithoutsayingthatglobalizationhasgeneratedthedependencyoftheNigerian
economy,sinceitsbasicexportisconvolutedlyintertwinedaroundrawmaterials(Majekodunmiand
Adejumon,2012,p.201).

AccordingtoUdoette(2004,p.34),globalisationisnothingbutanenormousagendaofglobal
politics,whichisanimposingsystemofneo-colonialism.BokoHaram’srejectionofwesternization
andideologies,therefusaltobedependentontheglobalization,albeitwesternizationinfluenceand
penetrationisastrongmotivationandcorrelationforsocialmediaterrorism.

ThisdiscourseisappositeinthispaperasNigeriaisamulti-ethniccountryrichanduniquewith
itsdiversecultures,religions,values,andnorms.Everyindividualbelongstoaparticularcultureand
wayoflifethatisofutmostvalue,uniquenessandbenefittosuchindividual.However,globalization
underminesculture,culturalnormsandvaluesimmensely.Assuch,anindividualwillnotwanthis
orherculturetobesubsumedunderanotherculture.Thus,culturecanbeidentifiedas“socialglue
thatunitesindividualsunderanumbrella”(Olomojobi,2015,p.25).

Itisconceivablethatwiththeculturalpenetrationofglobalization,theadventofadefiniteset
ofstandardsandprinciplesthatremainsprincipalandbeingdisseminatedfromplacetoplaceacross
theglobe,thereareboundtobeconflict,whichcouldfurtherdegenerateintoviolenceandterrorism
(Douglas,1992).

ItiscrucialtonotethatNigeriaisamulti-culturalstate,withculturalboundaries.Itiscommunal,
orientedasopposedtoatotalfusionofallculturesforallcitizens.However,thetheoryofdependency
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