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City and Agriculture:
Sustainable Projects for Most Inclusive Cities
Vito D’Onghia, Department of Civil Engineering and Architecture Sciences, Polytechnic of Bari, Italy

ABSTRACT

Agricultureintheurbanpoliciesleadsthescientificsocietytoquestiontheabilitytoincludesustainable
practicesforguidinglocalcommunitiestowardssharedpathsofactionandtheimplementationof
spatialplanningtools.Theconnectionbetweenplacesandfooddefinesageographyofdevelopment
on various scales, considering the transcalarity and comparison of the best practices as useful
methodologiesofresearchforsupportingtheruralissueandtheessentialruraldimensionforlocal
action.TheinnovativeexperimentsgainedatnationalandinternationalleveldemonstratehowaPhD
projectandThirdMissionexperiencescaninteracttogetherfordefininganoverallpictureofactions
thatshowphasesandactorsabletorangefromthesupporttourbanagriculture.Thispaperaims
atanalyzingtheculturaldebateofreference,thepoliciesintheurbanandruralfield,atcomparing
thedifferentactionsputinplace,andatoutliningnewopportunitiesintermsofperspectivesforthe
developmentofamoresustainablecitywithinclusiveprojectstoo.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Thereferenceculturaldebateinvestigatesontheurbanizationprocessesthatarestillcreatingcognitive
andinstitutionalconditionsthatopentonewscenariosandrecentinterpretationsofdialecticsbetween
theurbanandruralissuewithrespecttothemetropolitancontextsandtotheterritories’polycentrism
oftheAreaVasta.

Intheexpandeddimensionofthecontemporarycity,theproductionofnewformsofthespatial
andfunctionalorganizationhasledthescientificresearchandthePhD’sprojecttoseeknewforms
forrecomposinganewconceptofsustainablecitycapableofenhancingtheperi-urbanareas,the
urbanizedcountrysideandthemarginalfringes.

Thefocusonresearchinvestigatesthenewurbanandruralmodelsandtherecentneedsofthe
communities,pavingthewaytotheimplementationofactivepoliciesabletocontributetothedynamic
transformationoftheterritorythroughpracticalactionsofthemesandinterventions.(MartinelliN.,
D’OnghiaV.,2019)
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Theexcessivefragmentationandtheecologicaldepletionoftheruralterritories,inproximity
tothecity,hasreturnedovertimethegrowthoftheseambiguousterritories,notyetexploredby
projectvisionsthatdisplaytheirintrinsicrichnessofvaluesandopportunitiesforathirdsectortobe
integratedintothecountrysideandthecity.

Contemporaneityreflectsontheinstabilityoftheperi-urbanareasinthemetropolitandimension
definingitasasocialandenvironmentalresourcetobetakenforthere-appropriationofservicesand
publicspaceswithinurbanprocessesandrelationshipstoexperimentinnovativeprojectsolutions
linkedtotheagri-foodsystemofurbanareas.Ontheotherhand,bothplanningandgovernment
of the territoryappear tobedistant frombeingable toeffectivelyrulephenomenaofsettlement
fragmentationandcontingentissuesrelatedtotheuseofsoils,collectiveandresidenceservices.
(Marinelli,G.,BediniMA,2017)

Thereadingofthetransformationprocessesofurbandynamics,ofspatialrelationsandtherole
ofagriculturebecomeessentialfortheplanningandtransformationoftheperi-urbanarea,tryingto
considerthereforetheopportunitytointegratedynamicsandactionsnecessaryfortheplanningand
activationofmulti-scaleapproaches.(CellamareC.,2011)

Themethodologicalresearchsystemthathasbeenusedtoinvestigatethedynamicsoftheperi-
urbanterritoriesreliesonthemultidisciplinarydimensionandontheinteractionofcontemporary
issues,proposingthenecessityofpromotingprojectscharacterizedbythetensionbetweentheneed
tomeetthenewurbanstylesofthecommunitiesandtheunexpectedexpandeddimensionsofthe
metropolitanlandscape.

ThetestinggroundoftheresearchisthemetropolitanterritoryofBari,consideredtobeofhigh
agriculturalvalueandaffectedbyextensiveprocessesofsettlementfragmentationtothepointof
creatingadiscontinuityintheeco-mosaicoftheenvironmentalmatrix.

Themulti-scaleapproachadoptedinthissearchfield,identifiesseveralterritoriallevels;from
themacroscaleusefulforcomparingthegreatprocessesoftransformationandurbansprawltothe
mesoscaleofthemetropolitanareasofinternational,nationalandregionalpoliciesandfinallythe
microscaletodeterminetheperi-urbanspaceasaninterfacebetweenurbanandruraledgesandthe
countrysidewedges.

Theinterrelationbetweenthereferenceculturaldebateandtheexperimentalapproach,focusedon
somebest practicesandexperiencesofcasestudies,definesadeepreflectiontoactivateconnections
withintheterritoryandtoinnovatetheapproachofurbanandruralissuestowardsotherpractices
andvisionsusefultotheterritorialgovernance.

Theapproachusedtorethinkandtodefine thespatialdimensionof thedichotomybetween
cityandcountrysidehasalwaysbeencharacterizedbythisinterpretativeandmanagerialdualismof
urban-ruralstructuresandbytheinducedeconomiesbetweenurbanandproductivesystems.

Thereconstructionofformsandmodelsofsustainableagricultureintheperi-urbanareasfocuses
ontheimprovementofthesettlementqualityofurbanandruralcontexts,onthepolicy makingand
ontheterritorialdevelopmentasanewchallengetobemetonthepublicactionandontheability
tomanageLocalUrbanAgendas.

Theobjectivesofthisresearchareaimedatspreadingformsofperi-urbanagricultureandfood
productiononthebasisoftheincreasinglywidespreadsocio-economicchangesofthecommunities,
supportingthedevelopmentofpartnershipsbetweentheterritorialbodiesinvolvedintheterritory,
inordertointegratepolicieswiththerelationshipofcooperationbetweendifferentactors,planning
acorrectagri-environmentaldevelopment.

TheroleoftheThirdMissioncarriedoutbytheResearchBodiesintheareaencouragesthedirect
application,enhancementandknow-howoftheterritorialsystemanditsresources,inordertoplay
aroleinthesocial,culturalandeconomicdevelopmentoftheterritory,supportingthecomparative
outcomesofinternationalpracticesofintegrationbetweenurbanregenerationandagri-environmental
policies.
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