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ABSTRACT

Thispaperoutlines the researchagendaof a framework that integrates corpus- andgenre-based
approachestoacademicwritingresearchandpedagogy.Thisframeworkpositstwoprimarygoalsof
academicwritingpedagogy,thatis,tohelpnovicewritersdevelopknowledgeoftherhetoricalfunctions
characteristicofacademicdiscourseandbecomeproficientinmakingappropriatelinguisticchoices
tomaterializesuchfunctions.Totheseends,researchinthisframeworkinvolves1)compilationof
corporaofacademicwritingannotatedforrhetoricalfunctions,2)analysisoftheorganizationand
distributionofsuchfunctions,3)analysisofthelinguisticfeaturesassociatedwithdifferentfunctions,
4)developmentofcomputationaltoolstoautomatefunctionalannotation,5)useoftheannotated
corporainacademicwritingpedagogy,and6)explorationoftheroleofform-functionmappingsin
academicwritingassessment.Theimplicationsofthisframeworkforpromotingconsistentattention
toform-functionmappingsinacademicwritingresearch,pedagogy,andassessmentarediscussed.
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INTRodUCTIoN

DecadesofEnglishforAcademicPurposes(EAP)writingresearchhaveemphasizedthe“dynamic
complexityofdiscursivepractices”(Bhatia,2015,p.9)byhighlightingtheintentionsandchoicesof
writers,aswellastheexpectationsofdiscoursecommunitymembers.Suchresearchhasdrawnon
variousmethodologicalapproachesbutisparticularlyassociatedwithrhetoricalmove-stepanalysis
ofwriters’communicativegoalsandcorpusanalysisofrecurringpatternsoflinguisticfeatures.A
substantialportionofthisresearchhasfocusedonresearcharticle(RA)writing,inlargepartdueto
theincreasingimportanceforscholarsaroundtheworldtopublishtheirresearchinEnglishlanguage
academicjournals(Curry&Lillis,2004)andtheunderstandingthattheRArepresents“ahighstakes
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gameuponwhichhiring,promotion,andcontinuedemploymentcandepend”(Belcher,2007,pp.
1-2)intheacademicworld.

EAPwritingpedagogyismotivatedbythecomplexityandsignificanceofEAPresearchwriting
fornoviceandestablishedscholars.Thenotionofwriting developmentitselfhasexpandedbeyond
formal knowledge of language (Polio, 2017) and/or rhetorical knowledge in isolation. Rather,
developinggenrecompetenceforparticipationindisciplinarygenrepracticesentailsdevelopment
andintegrationofrhetoricalandformalknowledgedimensions(amongothers),ashighlightedin
Tardy’s(2009)multidimensionalmodelofgenreknowledgedevelopment.Therehavebeencalls
forthe“integrationofgenreanalysisandcorpus-basedinvestigations”(Flowerdew,2005,p.5)in
genre-basedanalysisofacademicwritingpractices,andanumberofscholarshavebeguntorespond
by implementingmove-basedgenreanalysisandcorpusapproaches (e.g.,Cortes,2013;Durrant
&Mathews-Aydınlı,2011;Le&Harrington,2015;Lim,2010;Lu,Casal,&Liu,2020;Omidian,
Shahriari,&Siyanova-Chanturia,2018;Yoon&Casal,2020a).

However,researchaddressingthe“function-formgap”(Moreno&Swales,2018,p.41)inlarge-
scale,systematicwaysisscarceinEAPwritingscholarship.Furthermore,manyextantintegrated
analysesprivilegecorpus-basedapproachesovermove-stepanalysisbyassigningmove-stepcodesto
decontextualizedextractedfeatures,perhapsduetotheconsiderabletimecommitmentsinvolvedin
manualanalysis(Flowerdew,2005).Thispaperaddressesthispaucitybyproposingandoutlininga
frameworkforEAPcorpus-basedgenreanalysisthatcoverscorpuscompilation;qualitativerhetorical
andfunctionalcodingandannotation;corpus-basedlinguisticanalysisandannotation;andintegrated
rhetorical-linguisticpedagogicalandassessmentapplications.

eNGLISH FoR ACAdeMIC PURPoSeS ReSeARCH oN WRITING PRACTICeS

eAP Writing Research in the “Social/Genre” Tradition
Tribble (2009, 2015) identified three approaches to EAP writing instruction: “Social/Genre”,
“Intellectual/Rhetorical”and“AcademicLiteracies”.MuchEAPwritingresearchalignswith the
Social/Genreapproach,whichis“situatedwithinanEnglishforSpecificPurposestradition”(Tribble,
2015,p.442).Suchresearchpredominantlyfollowstherhetoricalmoveanalysiscloselyassociated
withtheworkofSwales(1990,2004)andisvaluedfortheemphasisplacedonwriters’rhetorical
choicesinrelationtotheirunderstandingofcommunityexpectationsandconventionalizedgenre
practices.Insuchanalysis,arhetoricalmovereferstoarecurring,recognizablefunctionalaimof
aparticulargenre(e.g.,establishingaresearchterritoryinRAintroductions;Swales,1990).Steps
aretheproposition-driven(Moreno&Swales,2018)componentsthatbuildarhetoricalmove.Both
movesandstepscanbelinguisticallyrealizedoverchunksofvariablelength,somoveanalysisis
oftenconductedwiththerhetoricalchunkastheunitofanalysis.Rhetoricalmoveframeworksare
developedandappliedthroughbothbottom-upandtop-downmanualanalysisoftextthatrelieson
linguisticcues,rhetoricalmarkers,structuralelements,andavarietyofothersignalsofrhetorical
intent.Itoftenresultsinrhetoricalmoveframeworksthatdescribeboththerangeandconsistency
ofrhetoricalaimswithinagenre.

Swales’(1990,2004)(revised)CreatingaResearchSpacemodelhasbeenahighlyproductive
frameworkforanalyzingRAintroductions(e.g.,Hirano,2009;Samraj,2002)andliteraturereviews
(e.g.,Jian,2010;Kwan,Chan,&Lam,2012).GenreanalystshavecontinuedtheSwaleseantraditionby
creatingframeworkstoaccountfortherhetoricalstructureofothermainRAsections,includingCotos,
Huffman,andLink’s(2017)DemonstratingRigorandCredibilitymodelforresearchmethodologies
andYangandAllison’s(2003)unnamedframeworkforResults,Discussions,andConclusionsections
(seealsoBasturkmen,2011;Bruce,2009).Otherscholarshaveconductedmove-stepanalysison
otheracademicgenres, suchasconferenceabstracts (e.g.,Samar,Talebzadeh,Kiany,&Akbari,
2014;Yoon&Casal,2020b).
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