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ABSTRACT

Cameroon,since2016,hasbeenwitnessingwhatisnowcommonlyreferredtoastheAnglophone
Crisis (or the Ambazonia War) that has kept economic and social activities in the Anglophone
RegionsofCameroonatbaywithserioussocio-economicimplicationsonthelocalcommunities
andtheeconomictissueoftheregions.Thispaperexploresthesocio-economicchallengesfaced
bytheNorthWestandSouthWestRegionsofCameroonthroughtheprovisionofacomprehensive
analysisof the trendsandeconomic implicationsofAnglophoneCrisis.Moreover, thenatureof
conflictshaschanged,withtraditionalcivilwarsgivingwaytonon-state-basedconflicts,including
thetargetingofciviliansthroughterroristattacks.ThepaperrecommendsthatCameroon,withthe
helpofherpartners,shouldfocusonlimitingthelossofhumanandphysicalcapitalbyprotecting
socialanddevelopmentspending.
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INTRodUCTIoN

Conflictsandviolencearemajorobstacles topeaceanddevelopment.Despite theeffortsof the
internationalcommunitytocurbtheupsurgeofconflictsandviolenceatalllevels,persistentandviolent
policiesstillexistinnationalterritories,creatingdiscontentandgrievancesthathaveconsequently
orchestratedtoviolence.Cameroon,since2016hasbeenwitnessingwhatisnowcommonlyreferred
toastheAnglophonecrisisthathaskepteconomicandsocialactivitiesintheNorthWestandSouth
WestRegionsofCameroonatbaywithserioussocio-economicimplicationsonthelocalcommunities
andtheeconomictissueoftheregions.

Alreadyconfrontedwithlowincomes,poverty,rapidurbanization,unemployment,incomeshocks
andinequalitiesbetweengroups,theAnglophonecrisishasonlycometoexacerbatethedysfunction
ofCameroon’ssocio-economicinstitutionsthatwerealreadymanifestingsignsofweakness.

In November 2016, corporatist protests around sectoral demands by lawyers and teachers
degenerated into a political crisis in Cameroon’s Anglophone regions. This crisis led to the re-
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emergence of the “Anglophone Question” that has highlighted the limits of the Cameroonian
Governancemodelthatisbasedoncentralizationandtheco-optationoftheelitestothedetriment
ofthemasses(InternationalCrisisGroup,2017).

TheareaknownasAnglophoneCameroonconsistsoftwoofCameroon’stenregions—theNorth
WestandSouthWestRegions,formerlyadministeredasUNtrusteeshipcontrolledbyBritain—that
in1961voluntarilyopted togain independencebyreunifyingwithLa Republique du Cameroon
thathadacquiredpoliticalautonomyinJanuary1960.Thesetworegionscover16,364Km2ofthe
country’stotalareaof475,442km2andhaveaboutfivemillionofCameroon’s24millioninhabitants.
Theyplayafundamentalroleinthecountry’seconomy,especiallyduetoitsdynamicagricultural
andcommercialsectors.ItshouldalsobenotedthatmostofCameroon’scrudeoil,whichaccounts
for12%ofthecountry’sgrossdomesticproduct(GDP)islocatedoffthecoastoftheSouthWest
Region(Ebune,1992).

AccordingtoInternationalCrisisGroup(2017),thepolitisationofthecrisisandtheradicalization
ofitsprotagonistwaspartiallyduetogovernment’sresponse(denial,disregard, intimidationand
largelyrepression),thediminishingtrustbetweentheAnglophonepopulationandthegovernment,
andtheexploitationoftheidentityquestionbypoliticalactorswhohaveaggravatedthepopulation’s
resentmenttothepointthatprobablymostAnglophonesseeareturntofederalismasasolutionto
theproblemwhileaminoritybelievethatsecessionistheonlyfeasiblewayoutofthecrisis(ICG,
2017).Theoutbreakofthiscrisisorchestratedtheemergenceofsomeschoolsofthoughtthathold
divergenceopinionsastohowasustainablesolutiontothecrisiscanbeachieved.Wehavethosewho
stronglyadheretothefederalisttendency.Theproponentsofthisschoolarguethatthemostsuccessful
countriesintheworldaretheonesthathaveembracedfederalismasasystemofgovernance.They
citetheUnitedStatesofAmericaasapalpableexample(ICG,2017).TheyrecallthatCameroon
hasonesbeenafederalstate(1961-1972)andthiswasthebasisoftheunionin1961.Ontheother
hand,wehavetherepublicanswhobelievethatfederalismwasastagetowardsnationalunitythat
wasattainedin1972.ThenwehavetheseparatistswhothinktheunionbetweenSouthernCameroons
andLa Republique du Cameroun hasnotyieldedanypalpableproceeds to theBritishSouthern
Camerooniansandassuchseparationistheonlyoption.Whilethefederalistsadheretorepublican
measure inseekingasolution to thecrisis, theseparatistshaveconstituted themselves in radical
groupsthathaveoptedtouseradicalmeasuretodrivetheirpointthrough.Theradicalizationofthe
crisishasinflictedhugedamagesnotjusttotheeconomyofthetworegionsbutalsotheeconomy
ofCameroon.Thedamagescanbesummarizedinthelostofhumanlives,depreciationofeconomic
activities,abusetohumanrights,populationdriftfromtheconflictzonestootherpartsofCameroon
andevenneighbouringcountries(ICG,2017).

Itisalltheseimplicationsputtogetherthatthispaperreferstoas“IrregularEcologiesofthe
AnglophoneCrisis.”Conflictactivitiesacrosstheworldhavedemonstratedtheirimpactontherightsof
peoplesastheyunderminetheabilityofthepopulationtogoaboutitsday-to-dayactivitiesandenjoy
therighttolife,libertyandfundamentalfreedoms.Inadditiontothelossoflives,theAnglophonecrisis
hasdestabilizedpeace,security,economicactivities,migrationandenvironmentalactivities.Thisstudy
thereforesetsouttoexplorethesocioeconomicandenvironmentalimplicationsoftheAnglophone
crisis.Thestudyisacrosssectionaldesignthatcollecteddatausingoralinterviews,mediaclips,
newspapers,reportsbylocalandinternationalorganisationsandotheralternativesourcestoexplore
theimpactofthecrisisontheimmediateecology.Giventheseriousnessandthesecuritychallenges
posedbytheconflicts,localpopulationshavebeenforcedtomoveoutoftheircommunitieswhere
agriculture,forexampleconstitutedtheirmaineconomicactivity.Manyoftheinternallydisplaced
personshaveseentheirproperty(farms,shops,houses)andothervaluablesdestroyed,thuslivingthem
withnootheroptionthandisplacement.Therearereportsofconflagrationthathadresultedtoroasting
ofhumansandpropertyinthetwoEnglish-speakingregionsofCameroon.Allthesehaveresulted
toserioussocioeconomicandenvironmentalramificationsthathaveevenaffectedtheCameroonian
economyintermsofGDPandrevenuegeneration.Agriculturalyieldhasdroppeddrastically,rural
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