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ABSTRACT

ThisstudyexaminedtherevitalizationofthetraditionalartofNgestiPandowoasaproductofthe
creativeindustrythatrespondstothedemandsoftheeraofglobalizationasanIndonesiancultural
strategymodelforreachingataninternationallevel.Literatureandfieldresearcheswereconducted,
andacomprehensiveoverviewofthehistoricaljourneyofNgestiPandowowasperformed.Theresults
revealedthatNgestiPandowoemergedwithintheruralsocietybutdisappearedintheenvironment
ofthecoastalsociety.NgestiPandowo,rootedintheagrariansociety,becameanentertainerandan
integralpartofthemaritimesociety;however,theyhavedisappearedwithinthissociety.Therefore,
astrategytopromotetherevitalizationofNgestiPandowoinamultimediaformisrequired.The
traditionalrevitalizationofNgestiPandowoisnotlimitedtoinventoryandidentificationbutincludes
reconstruction,renovation,andrefunctionalization,withdedicatedproductiondesign,production
packing,andmarketing.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Contemporaryglobal economic lifewith fewerboundariesbetweencountries exhibits economic
globalization.Thisalsoincludesfreetradeallovertheworldandinvestment.Oneconsequenceof
freetradeistheadventofgreatertradingareasandtheeliminationofbarrierstointernationaltrade.
Economicglobalizationisasteptowardeliminatingallboundariesandbarrierstotheflowofgoods,
services,andcapital(Irianto,2009).Itistheenablingofeconomicactivityandtradingthatstems
fromcountriesaround theworldbecoming increasingly integratedasmarketpowersbeyond the
territorialboundariesofstates.Itrequirestheeliminationofboundariesandbarrierstotheflowof
capital,goods,andservices(Aris,2015).

Irianto (2009)concluded thatglobalization is an imageofa shrinkingworld, as itbecomes
uniform. The contemporary development of information technology has had consequences for
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mostsocietiesthroughouttheworld,boththoselivinginurbanandinruralareas.Currently,people
everywherecanmakeeconomictransactions,andtheycanobtaininformationwithinashorttime
duetosatelliteandcomputertechnology.Intheeraofglobalization,cultureisnotmerelyapatternof
behavior,knowledge,andmindsetofsocialgroups.Cultureisnotregardedasamaterialrealitythat
isalwaysfixed,butcultureintheeraofeconomicglobalizationhasbuiltarealitythatiscontinuously
producedandreproducedandcreatesnewidentities.

InthecontextofcontemporaryIndonesiansociety,economicglobalizationisgrowingintandem
withthedevelopmentofculturalconsumption.Thisgrowthiscreatingatransformationofconsumption
capitalism,characterizedbytheproliferationofstylishshoppingcenters;theacceleratedgrowthof
theleisure,fashion,beauty,culinary,advice,andgossipindustries;thebuildingofluxurydwellings
andapartments;increasedadvertisementofluxurygoods,fastfood,andreproduction;andlifestyle
transfers throughadvertisingand themedia(Irianto,2009b).Forexample, today, theIndonesian
televisionbroadcastingindustryhasattractedtheattentionofitscitizensfromdawntodusk.The
knowledgeofafast-pacedrealityandcommunicationstrategiesisrequiredtobeabletomaintain
orchangeone’sattitudesandopinionsontheimportanceofthesourceofastrategy(Irianto,2013).
Thus,televisioninvitesitsaudiencetobeobedienttowhoevercontrolscommunicationcapital,both
inthepoliticalandeconomiccontexts(Fiske,1987).

BeginningwithIndonesia’sentryintotheeraofglobalization,time-basedpre-modernart,termed
traditionalart,hasfacedaglobalchallenge.Thisisbecauseglobalizationhelpsnewvaluespenetrate,
whichareassociatedwithnewpracticaldevices.Theemergenceofnewpracticaldevicesrelated
toinformation,communication,andtechnologyhasledtoindustrializationthatinevitablycauses
marketorientation.Itisimpossibleforsuchdevicestoproducegreaterculturalexpressioninthe
globalizationera.AccordingtoSmith(2001:214-232),atthistime,socialdevelopmentexceedsthe
shapeofmodernity(whichismarkedbytheemergenceofthegoodandserviceindustries)andshifts
topostmodernity,whichisorganizedbyculturalconsumptionandmassmediagames.Additional
strategiesareneededtorevitalizetraditionalartsothatitcanbemaintainedandbalancedwiththe
demandsofglobalization.Traditionalart,whichistheexpressionofasupportivecommunityforthe
creationofaharmoniouswholebetweenhumanbeingsandtheirenvironment,mustadapttomarket
necessitiesinlinewiththedemandsofglobalization(Kuswarsantyo,2013).

The foremost issue in this era of globalization is the emergence of commodification.
Commodification represents the way goods or services alter, previously following non-market
socialrulesandlaterfollowingmarketrules(Gleicketal.,2002).Commodificationisaformof
globalcapitalism’scontinualaccumulationofcapital.Ithastransformedthevalueofuseintothe
commercialvalueofexchange(AdornoandHorkheimer,1979).Commodificationalsoimpactsthe
saleandpurchaseofculturalobjects,oneofwhose impacts is theexistenceofNgestiPandowo,
theprofessionaltraditionalartgroup.Throughanindustrialprocess,requiringfinancialdemands,
traditionalartiscontainedwithinaculturalobjectthatmustfollowmarketrules.Thus,themovement
ofthecommodificationoftraditionalartinIndonesiacannotbeavoided.

NgestiPandowo,atraditionalartgrouprootedintheagrariansociety(Madiun,EastJava)and
developed in Java’s coastal society (Semarang, Central Java), has disappeared as a result of the
commodificationmovementbroughtaboutbyglobalization.Ideally,thecommodificationmovement,
asdemandedbytheglobalera,wouldbesynergisticwiththeexistenceoftraditionalarts.Theexistence
oftraditionalartinthecontextofeconomicglobalizationisthesiteofaclashbetweentraditional
valuesservingharmony,balance,andmysticismandmodernvalues,whichtendtobecapitalistic
(Kurniawan,2015).Thequestionposedisasfollows:howtorevitalizethetraditionalartsthatonce
flourishedinJava’scoastalsocietyinsuchawaythattheycanbesynergisticwiththecommodification
broughtaboutbyglobalization?Whatstrategiesmustbedevelopedbyprofessionaltraditionalart
groupssothattheyarenotmarginalized,accommodatingdemandsforeconomicglobalizationwith
culturalcommodification?
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