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ABSTRACT

The political sociology of emerging technology is critical for any government, particularly in
termsofthepotentialforassistinginrulingoverthecitizenbody.Noticeably,whileauthoritarian
governmentshavelittletonoconcernabouttheir‘righttorule’,howis‘ruleoflaw’inthetechnoethics
ofcyberneticsdefinedindemocraticregimes?Aswearenowinthecyberera,thisstudycontends
that various democratic practices in cybernetics have in practice transformed into techniques of
technocratictotalitarianismthroughoutpartnershipsbetweengovernmentsandcorporationsunder
theguiseofdemocratism.Hence,thisstudyhypothesisesthatthetechnoethicsofcybernetics,the
divisionsbetweenlegitimacyversusillegitimacy,andjudicialversusunjudicialmattershaveturned
outtobeindistinctintheory,whichnoticeablysignifiesmanyconstitutionalviolations.
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INTROdUCTION

Thepoliticalsociologyofemergingtechnologyiscriticalforanygovernment,particularlyintermsof
thepotentialforassistinginrulingoverthecitizenbody.Noticeably,whileauthoritariangovernments
havelittletonoconcernabouttheir‘righttorule’,howis‘ruleoflaw’incyberneticsapproached
indemocraticregimes?In thematterofcyberneticswhichis the‘scientificstudyofcontroland
communication’ in any structurevia technology (Wiener, 1964), global corporations arenow in
cooperationwithgovernmentalbodies,sothereareanextendedrangeofactorsforwhichconcerns
abouthumanrights(protectionsversusviolations)havebecomecriticalissues.Therefore,themost
seriousstruggleregardingdecision-makers(e.g.LordChancellors,MembersofConstitutionalCourtor
MembersofParliaments)hasbeenfacedbytheequilibriumbetweencourtsandgovernments.Themost
commonlydeclaredpretextsforpoliticalinfluenceonthejudiciaryisthestruggleagainstinternational
terrorismandnationalsecuritybutstudieshaveconcludedthattherealdesireistoincreasepolitical
powerbyregulatingtheinternet,anditsrelatedtechnology,tobeinthedominantplacewithinglobal
politicaleconomy(Cohen-Almagor,2011).Hence,thisstudyfocusesoncyberneticsoftechnoethics
“dealswithhumanprocessesandpracticesconnectedtotechnologywhicharebecomingembedded
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withinsocial,political,andmoralspheresoflife.Italsoexaminessocialpoliciesandinterventions
occurringinresponsetoissuesgeneratedbytechnologyadvancementanduse”(Luppicini,2008,p.4).

Thispaperargueshowconcernsabouttechnoethicsofcyberneticscanbeapproachedtheoretically
basedondemocratismwhichisafundamentalprincipleof,oroffersconfidenceinsocialequalityor
therighttoordinarypeopletoparticipateappropriatelyindecisionmakingprocesses.“Acomputer
willdowhatyoutellittodo,butthatmaybemuchdifferentfromwhatyouhadinmind”Joseph
Weizenbaum(1923-2008).So,itiscriticaltoanalysehowthecurrentorfuturecyberneticssystems
indemocraticregimeswouldbeshapedwithintechno-politicalsociologyandwhethertheyadhere
todemocraticprinciplesornot.Thisstudypostulatesthatthedistinctionsbetweenlegitimacyversus
illegitimacyandjudicialversusinjudicialhavebecomeblurredintheory,asseeninthecultureof
routinegovernmentalsurveillance,andposestheoreticallyquestionswhetherornotsuchpractices
would represent violationsof the constitutionor the current and future casusbelli in a struggle
betweengovernmentsandcitizens?

THe AIM OF THe PAPeR

Traditionally,whatisknownisthatlawsoughttogoverndemocraticsocieties;nevertheless,thereare
newchallengesforsuchgovernmentalapproachesdrivenbytechnologicalsociety,particularlyafterthe
combinationofcyberneticsorchestration(e.g.corporatocracy,technocracy,etc.)orgovernmentality
oftechnologicalgovernancesinceglobalneoliberalismduetotechnologicalrelativismofsmartstate
(Kennedy,2016).Manygovernmentsarenowwillingtoprioritizesecurityoverlibertyandjustice;
co-operationoverfreedomandequalityinordertoincreasetheirpowersofmanipulationandcontrolat
theexpenseoftheefficientfunctioningandindependenceofthecourts(e.g.judiciaries)duetoripple
effectsofeventssuchasthe9/11intheUSA,the2008MumbaiattacksinIndia,the7/7bombingin
theUK,etc.Eventhemostdemocraticgovernmentsenactrelevant‘anti-terrorismacts’thatallow
themtoexercisecensorshipandsurveillanceontheircitizensand/orthecitizensofothernations
withoutanynoticeorpapertrail.Consequently,governmentalcensorshipandsurveillancemustbe
conductedwithinbothillegallylegalandlegallyillegalstructures(China,Iran,USA,etc.).Obama,
theformerPresidentoftheUnitedStatesofAmericastatesthat“youcan’thave100-percentsecurity
andalsohave100-percentprivacy.We’regoingtohavetomakesomechoicesasasociety”(White
HouseOfficeofthePressSecretary,2013).Inconventionalmassmedia,applicationsofcontrolare
particularlypracticalandpowerful.Indeed,whilethepublichasthepotentialtoexerciseanenormous
degreeofpower(e.g.themindofcrowds),ithaslittletonoinfluenceontheruleoflaworrelative
legislativepractices.However,withinnewtechnology,theissuehasnothingtodowithdiscussing
aboutnationalisationofcontrolsbecausetheprincipalthreattotechno-capitalistglobalisationisnot
thesame,aseachstatemerelycontrolsitsownparticularnationsince1980(Luppicini,2010).The
citizensofmanysocietieshavebecomesubjecttosurveillancefromexternalpoliticalactorsfrom
outsidetheirjurisdictions,compromisingtheirrightstoprivacyandfreedoms,eitherdemocratically
ornon-democratically.Inthissense,“thetechnologistmustbeheldnotonlytechnicallybutalso
morallyresponsibleforwhateverhedesignsorexecutes:notonlyshouldhisartefactsbeoptimally
efficientbut,farfrombeingharmful,theyshouldbebeneficial,andnotonlyintheshortrunbut
alsointhelongterm”(Bunge,1977,p.99).Aswearenowinthecyberera,thisstudycontendsthat
somedemocraticpracticesincyberneticshaveinpracticetransformedintotechniquesoftechnocratic
totalitarianismundertheguiseofdemocratism.Ifcorporationsandgovernmentsareeverywhereand
unlimitedintheirdesiresandinfluence,thispaperismoreinterestedin:

1. How the notion of the ‘rule of law’ would be changing in response to our new cybernetic
circumstances,ratherthanthesituationasitexistsrightnow?And

2. What would be the possible consequences of the fusion of corporate and state power
throughcybernetics?
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