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Terrorism in the Website:
Society 4.0 and Fundamentalism in Scrutiny
Maximiliano Emanuel Korstanje, University of Palermo, Buenos Aires, Argentina

ABSTRACT

Withoutanydoubt,terrorismcauseshigherlevelsofanxietyandverywellenhancesourfearsas
neverbefore.Thepost9/11contextwitnessesthemultiplicationofxenophobicexpressions,such
asIslamophobiaortourist-phobia,onlytonameafew.Theseexpressionsresultfromacultureof
intolerance, which not only was enrooted in the ideological core of western capitalism but was
acceleratedjustafter9/11.Somevoicesemphasizetheneedsofemployingtechnologytomakethis
worldasaferplace.Thischaptergoesinacontradictorydirection.Theauthorsfocusontheethical
limitationsoftechnologieswhentheyaresubordinatedtotheidealsofzero-risksociety.Echoing
SunsteinandAltheide, theauthorsholdthethesisthat theprecautionaryprinciplehasinvariably
createdaparadoxicalconditionwhere“theinventedfears”transformedinthebasicgroundsofa
newstageofcapitalism.
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1. INTRodUCTIoN

InNovemberof2018,twoyoungArgentines(KevinandAxelAvrahamSalomon),suspectedoftaking
partofaterroristcell,arearrestedinBuenosAirescity.JustaftertheG-20Summit,theso-called
terroristshavebeenaccusedtoexchangeimagesandcorrespondenceassociatedwithIslamismand
fundamentalism.KevinandAxelwereformallyaccusedto triggera terroristcampaigntocreate
politicalinstabilityandchaos.Thisevent,whichwokeuptheMuslimcommunityfromtheslumber
itwas,notonlywascondemnedbysomehumanrightsactivistsbutalsotheMuslimcommunity,
whichwashistoricallyintegratedtothesociety,claimedthatMauricioMacri’sadministrationstarteda
with-huntingagainstthem.Pertheauthorities,thePoliceinvestigatedthewebsiteshowingoneofthe
suspectedhadreportedlydirectlinkswithHezbollah.Thisbegsamorethaninterestingquestions:are
terroristsrealfundamentalists?isthewebsiteaperfectplatformfortheseradicalizedgroupstooperate?

Thisessay-reviewinterrogatesfurtherlyontheconnectionbetweenterrorismanddigital
technologies.AsSlavojZizek(2008)putsit,terroristsorjihadist–tobemoreexact-arefar
from being real fundamentalists simply because fundamentalism vindicates for the return
to the sacred texts. To some extent, fundamentalists are reluctant to accept the modern
(western)lifestylesaswellaswesterncustomsandtradition.Neitherinternetnorotherdigital
technologiesareusedbyfundamentalists,asZizekadheres.Bytheway,terroristsseemtobe
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educatedinthebestwesternuniversities,theyevenhatethesocietieswheretheywerenative-
born.Theyarefamiliarwithwesterntechnologywhileshowingfluencyinthenativetongue
(Howie,2012;Korstanje,2018).Althoughthesocialimaginaryhascreatedanimageofthe
terroristsasthe(Muslims)enemieslivingwithin,forexample,anarchetypeeasilyfoundin
movieplots,novelsorvideogames,nolesstrueisthatterroristsarewhitemalecitizensor
native-bornofthesocietytheytarget.TheyhaveaccesstotheInternetandoftenplantheir
attacks through affordable digital technologies. This led the authorities to meddle on the
websites.Overrecentyears,securitydepartments,aswellasthefundingandinvestmentinthe
fieldofcyber-terrorism,havebeenduplicatedinthemostimportantnations(Fisogni,2019;
Veerasamy,2020).Evenifthedigitaltechnologyservesasanefficientinstrumenttoprevent
futureterroristattackswhichmeansavinginnocentlives,nolesstrueisthatsometimesthe
precautionarydoctrine leadspolice tounjustarrestsorcultureof illegalsurveillance.This
mootpointwaswell-documentedbyRobertC.CropfandTimothyBagwell (2016) in their
bookEthical Issues and Citizen Rights in the Era of Digital Government Surveillance.There
isanentiregenerationwhichlivedstrictlyinanongoingstateofexemptionjustafter9/11.
Onbehalfof security, somedemocratic institutionshavebeenundermined.Thecheckand
balancepowersworkonlyinconditionswherethestateofexemptionisnotprolongedinthe
thresholdoftime.Doubtless,oneoftheturningpointswhichevincedtheethicallimitations
ofgovernmentswastheSnowden’sscandal.AsR.Fiskewrites:

The charges –theft of government property and violating the Espionage Act –are serious indeed. 
But there is no doubt the Snowden’s exposure of PRISM offers an exceptional look at the structure 
of presidential arcana. Creeping emergencies and a call for security have allowed the United States 
to exist within a continuous state of exemption, making the emergency coincide with normality. The 
threat of crisis has become justification for endless, lawless law. Constituent and constituted powers 
seem to have come to face to face, each threatening the other. (Fiske, 2016, p. 13)

Asthepreviousbackdrop,theliberalthinkingcementeditsauthoritythroughthearticulation
ofacomplexmeta-discourse,whichcenteredontheinterplaybetweenliberalityandsecurity.
While the former invoked for the triumph of democracy and freedom as the best form of
government,thelatterprotectedthelibertiesofeachcitizenthroughtherespectofthelawand
constitution.Becausepeopleareideologicallyfreetheirso-calledlibertiesshouldbemonitored.
In this reasoning, both forces are inextricably intertwined. The 9/11 has broken this axiom
subordinatingtheindividualrightstotheneedsofsecuritization(Korstanje,2018a).Becauseof
thiscomplexscenario,digitaltechnologies–forexample,digitalbiometricdispositifswhichscan
theprivateinformationorsimplytheopticalscannersleadgraduallytheUStowardsadangerous
pointofnoreturn(Fiske,2016).Thevirtualworldevolvedaroundtheorchestrationofamodel
ofvirtualgovernance(orastechnicianssaide-governance)whichsituatesnowthedemocracyin
jeopardy.Today,NSA(NationalSecurityAgency)hasbeenplacedamidascandalofcorruption
whenSnowdensuddenlyrevealed–afteryearsofwikileaks-thattheUSGovernmentspiedits
citizens (Skoll, 2014; Altheide, 2014; Korstanje, 2019). In consequence, Lyon and Bauman
(2013)cointheterm“liquidsurveillance”todenotesomemuchdeeperphilosophicalquandaries
beyondthefearofterrorism.Thedigitaltechnologiesareemployednotonlytoenhancesecurity,
asthedominantdiscourseclaims,butalsotomarkthestatusof“theselectedpeoples”whoare
immunetoexternalthreats.Technology,furthermore,opensthedoorstowhatauthorsdubbed
as“adiaforization”,whichmeansthedissociationbetweenrationalplanningandthecollateral
damages.Today,warsareconductedbydroneswhilekillinghundredsofinnocentvictims.Last
butnotleast,digitaltechnologyisbeingusedbyterroriststopromoteandinstillpanicinsociety
(Taylor,Fritsch,&Liederbach,2014;Amble,2012).Inthisrespect,thecurrentworkexplores
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